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Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
16 September 2020: 16Km away from Bunia, Ituri province, three INGO aid workers were kidnapped 
while on a mission to repair a hydraulic construction. Their whereabouts remain unknown. Sources: 
Actualité  
 
18 September 2020: Near Bunia town, Irumu territory, Ituri province, three INGO Congolese aid 
workers were kidnapped by unidentified perpetrators from a project site which had previously been 
attacked and damaged earlier in September by a coalition of armed actors. Source: AWSD1 
 
21 September 2020:  In Sange locality, Uvira territory, South Kivu province, two INGO aid workers 
and a driver were kidnapped by Mai-Mai Mbulu armed men who ambushed their vehicle and robbed 
its six passengers. A ransom of 6,000 USD was demanded. The aid workers were released two days 
later following community intervention. Sources: ACLED2, Actualité and AWSD1 

 

22 September 2020: Near Kabumbe village, Fizi territory, South Kivu province, Mai-Mai Reunion 
(FPC) armed men robbed a vehicle belonging to the NGO Médecins d'Afrique/African Doctors, stole 
goods and destroyed two buckets of chlorine. Source: Kivu Security Tracker 
  
23 September 2020: Near Masisi town, Masisi territory, North Kivu province, armed men robbed a 
vehicle belonging to an INGO and kidnapped the driver. The kidnappers demanded a ransom for the 
hostage's release. The hostage was released after a few hours of custody. It is unclear if the vehicle 
was also returned. Source: Kivu Security Tracker 
 
Mali 
21 September 2020: On the outskirts of Ansongo town, Ansongo commune, Gao region, an 
unspecified number of INGO aid workers were assaulted and robbed by gunmen. Source: ACLED1 

 
23 September 2020: In Menaka town, Menaka, Menaka, gunmen robbed an INGO. No further 
details available. Source: ACLED1 
 
08 October 2020: Update:  A 75 year-old French aid worker from the Swiss charity Association Aid 
(which helps orphans and other children suffering from malnutrition) kidnapped on Christmas Eve 
2016 in Gao by JNIM militants has been released as part of a prisoner swap involving over 100 
militants in a statement by French authorities. She is now back in France after being freed alongside 
Malian politician Soumaïla Cissé and two Italian nationals. It was unclear whether or not a ransom 
was paid for the four hostages.  
 
According to the French aid worker, a 59 year-old Swiss missionary kidnaped in Mali in 2016 by 
JNIM was killed last month by the group. The woman was abducted before in April 2012. She was 
released nine days later after mediation by the government in Burkina Faso. The exact 
circumstances of her death are still unclear. Sources: BBC, Blue Win, DW,  France 24, France 24 
II and Washington Times   
 
 

https://actualite.cd/2020/09/22/rdc-trois-agents-de-long-concern-kidnappes-kajembwe-sud-kivu
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://actualite.cd/2020/09/22/rdc-trois-agents-de-long-concern-kidnappes-kajembwe-sud-kivu
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://kivusecurity.org/incident/8189
https://kivusecurity.org/incident/8155
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-54433395
https://www.bluewin.ch/de/news/vermischtes/schweizer-missionarin-in-mali-getotet-448008.html
https://www.dw.com/de/schweizer-geisel-in-mali-ermordet/a-55224533
https://www.france24.com/en/20201009-live-blog-sophie-petronin-mali-former-hostage-returns-home-france
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201008-mali-three-european-hostages-and-malian-politician-soumaila-ciss%C3%A9-freed
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201008-mali-three-european-hostages-and-malian-politician-soumaila-ciss%C3%A9-freed
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/oct/6/malian-official-politician-cisse-french-aid-worker/
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Niger 
27 September 2020: In Toumour village, Diffa commune and region, the offices of the Red Cross 
were raided, an SUV set on fire, and another stolen by ISWAP militants during an attack on the 
village. An ambulance belonging to the state medical centre was also stolen and a civilian was 
wounded by gunfire. Sources: Jeunesse Diffa I , Jeunesse Diffa II and Twitter  
 
Around 27 September 2020: Update: Unconfirmed reports that the 10 kidnapped aid workers from 
the NGO Action and Impact Progress (APIS) and WFP partner have been released. During the 
kidnapping on June 24 near the border with Burkina Faso, the staff's vehicles used to carry out a 
food distribution were also stolen by their abductors. False claims have previously been circulated 
suggesting that the staff had been released. Sources: Air Info, Facebook and Urgence Tillabéry 
 
Nigeria 
24 September 2020: In Waijroko, Damboa LGA, Borno state, suspected Boko Haram fighters fired 
at the vehicle of a local NGO. No injuries were reported. Source: ACLED1 
 
South Sudan 
23 September 2020: In Western Equatoria state, between Mundri city and Juba, unidentified armed 
men attacked and burned a Land Cruiser, hired by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
carrying a team of aid workers as they were returning from an assessment mission in Mvolo county. 
Source: Radio Miraya 
 
29 September 2020: In Korgana, two INGO South Sudanese aid workers travelling from Liria to 
Juba were ambushed and injured by unspecified perpetrators. The driver managed to drive to a 
nearby village where the two injured INGO members could be evacuated to Juba for medical 
treatment. The driver was given first aid by SSPDF forces at the village. Source: AWSD1 

30 September 2020: In the Lopa/Lafon area, a male South Sudanese INGO-contracted security 
guard was shot dead by armed persons at a primary health care facility. Source: AWSD1 

05 October 2020: In Upper Nile state, a WFP river convoy with 13 staff members on board came 
under attack by unknown perpetrators near Shambe North. The river convoy consisted of three cargo 
vessels and a speedboat carrying food from Bor to vulnerable people in Melut and Malakal. One of 
the cargo vessels was reportedly sunk after coming under gunfire from the riverbank.  At least one 
staff member from the sunken cargo vessel is reported to still be missing and is presumed to have 
been killed, and three staff members sustained gunshot injuries. Sources: AP, Eye Radio, 
GardaWorld, UNOCHA and WFP 

Asia 
India 
29 September 2020: Amnesty International India announced that it will cease its activities in India 
until further notice after it learned on 10 September that the Indian Government’s Enforcement 
DIrectorate had frozen its bank accounts over money-laundering allegations. Sources: Amnesty 
International and Jurists 

Europe 
Greece 
As reported on 28 September 2020: Greek police have reportedly opened an inquiry into the 
activities of aid workers facilitating what authorities said were illegal entries into the country through 
the island of Lesbos. 35 people linked to NGOs are reportedly under investigation for providing 
support to traffickers ferrying migrants to the island by providing information over encrypted 
messaging apps on assembly points on the Turkish shore and geographical coordinates of landing 
areas, according to the police. Source: US News 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Diffajeunesse/posts/3362191633869105
https://www.facebook.com/Diffajeunesse/posts/3362646937156908
https://twitter.com/TomaszRolbiecki/status/1311042601324285952
https://airinfoagadez.com/2020/09/27/niger_tillaberi-les-membres-de-long-apis-enleves-en-juin-dernier-libres/
https://www.facebook.com/tadress.info/posts/1459752804232837
https://www.facebook.com/urgencetillabery/posts/995617840851711
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://twitter.com/RadioMiraya/status/1308787495962845184
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://apnews.com/article/africa-south-sudan-archive-united-nations-f484f5ba64e181c0b97cce7afc48ac3b
https://eyeradio.org/ocha-condemns-attack-on-wfp-river-convoy/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/387041/south-sudan-wfp-river-convoy-attacked-in-shambe-lakes-state-october-5
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/press_release_hc_condemns_ambush_on_wfp_convoy_in_lakes.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-condemns-attack-river-convoy-south-sudan
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/amnesty-international-india-halts-its-work-on-upholding-human-rights-in-india-due-to-reprisal-from-government-of-india/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/amnesty-international-india-halts-its-work-on-upholding-human-rights-in-india-due-to-reprisal-from-government-of-india/
https://www.jurist.org/news/2020/09/amnesty-international-ceases-work-in-india-over-government-harassment/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-09-28/greek-police-probe-aid-workers-on-lesbos-island
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Middle East and North Africa 
Iraq 
26 September 2020: In Kirkuk city, a Filipino staff member of the United Nations Assistance Mission 
for Iraq (UNAMI) was stabbed with a knife and killed by an unidentified armed group at the airport. 
Other sources suggest he committed suicide instead. Investigations are ongoing. Sources: AA  and 
Bas News 
 
Israel 
07 October 2020: Police arrested five volunteers from the LNGO Magen David Adom for allegedly 
carrying out pirated COVID-19 tests on civilians and pocketing the money earned from such tests. 
Source: The Jerusalem Post 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
06 October 2020: In Al-Bab city, Aleppo governorate, three aid workers from the LNGO Syria Relief 
and Development working on COVID-19 response were severely injured and a vehicle affiliated with 
Bizaah Health Care Centre used to transport suspected cases of COVID-19 was damaged in a truck 
bombing near a bus station. At least 18 civilians were killed and over 70 injured in the bombing. One 
of the aid workers - a driver - is in critical condition. There was no immediate claim of responsibility 
for the car bombing, but there has been a string of attacks by YPG/PKK terror group in Al Bab since 
its capture by Turkish troops from IS terrorists in 2017, in addition to resurgent ISIS activity across 
Syria. Sources: Al Jazeera, SNHR, Syria Relief and Development, The New Arab I, The New 
Arab II and TRT World  
 
22 September 2020: In Al-Hasakah city and governorate, an unidentified armed group set fire to a 
car belonging to a Syrian Red Crescent board member. Source: ACLED1 
 
Yemen 
01 October 2020: In Saada city, Shadaa district, two civilians travelling in a vehicle carrying aid were 
injured when artillery shells hit a car. Source: CIMP 
 
07 October 2020: At  Dolfine checkpoint, Attawahi district, Aden city and governorate, pro-STC anti-
terrorism forces arrested an unspecified number of Turkish Red Crescent workers. They were 
released a few hours later after reportedly obtaining their paperwork. Source: ACLED1 
 
 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/un-employee-killed-in-iraq-s-kirkuk/1987311
https://www.basnews.com/en/babat/637057
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/5-mda-volunteers-arrested-for-illegally-selling-coronavirus-tests-644899
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/6/at-least-11-dead-in-blast-in-northwest-syrian-town-of-al-bab
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/10/06/ambulance-went-service-blast-car-bomb-unknown-origin-al-bab-city-aleppo-october-6/
https://twitter.com/SyriaRandD/status/1313544411620372480
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2020/10/7/three-humanitarian-workers-injured-in-syrias-al-bab-blast
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2020/10/6/nineteen-killed-in-car-bomb-attack-in-northern-syria
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2020/10/6/nineteen-killed-in-car-bomb-attack-in-northern-syria
https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/car-bomb-kills-over-dozen-in-syria-s-al-bab-40337
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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This bi-weekly news brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insecurity. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a 

representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery and have not been independently verified. All 

decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective 

organisations. 

Each month we release the latest available data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). It is continually 

updated and includes new and historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by 

Aid in Danger partner agencies. Data collection is ongoing, and data may change as more information is made available.  

Join our mailing list to receive monthly reports on insecurity affecting the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Follow 

us on Twitter and Facebook. Visit our website to download previous News Briefs. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID or the U.S. Government. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2020. Aid in Danger Bi-weekly News Brief, 23 September-07 October 2020. 

Geneva: Insecurity Insight, Aid in Danger Project.  

                                                                   

 

 

 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 12 October 2020. 

2 The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. 
This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names publicised in this format and to afford 
equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed 09 October 2020.  
DoA: Date of Article 

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://www.facebook.com/InsecInsight/
http://www.insecurityinsight.org/aidindanger/digests/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/12/TermsofUse_AttributionPolicy_Final_12.10.2018.pdf

