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Attacks on Health Care  
Bi-Monthly News Brief   

23 February- 
08 March 

2022 

Past editions: 09-22 February: 26 January–8 February; All.  

Help support our work by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link: bit.ly/23Feb-08MarHealthBMNB 

Explore our Attacked and Threatened: Health Care at Risk interactive global map to see incidents where health workers were 
killed, kidnapped or injured and incidents where health facilities were damaged or destroyed.  

Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or if you have additional information 
on an incident we have reported on.  

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 

Burkina Faso 
23 February 2022: In Boucle du Mouhoun region, gunmen stopped and stole an MSF vehicle. No 
staff injuries were reported. Source: MSF Western & Central Africa 
 
Cameroon 
26 February 2022: In Mile 90 Nsongwa area, Northwest region, an armed group stopped a medical 
convoy and shot at one of the two vehicles, killing a nurse and injuring two more. Sources: Africa 
News and Mimi Mefo Info 
 
Ethiopia 
As reported on 16 February 2022: In Kobo and Chenna area, Amhara region, TPLF fighters 
reportedly vandalised and looted medical facilities making it difficult for those in need of medical care 
to obtain treatment locally, forcing them to wait until they could reach hospital in nearby towns. For 
survivors of rape, this was too late to receive crucial post-rape care, some of which must be 
administered within 72 hours. Source: Amnesty International 
 
Mali 
Between 08-10 February 2022: In an unspecified village near Tessit, a health centre and a 
pharmacy were ransacked and an ambulance stolen by Jamaat Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) 
fighters. Source: The Guardian 

 
Nigeria 
22 February 2022: In Ikot Ekpaw locality, Mkpat Enin LGA, Akwa Ibom state, gunmen stormed the 
premises of the Cottage Hospital and kidnapped a doctor. In response, the state chapter of the 
Nigeria Medical Association warned that it would suspend its services throughout the state if the 
doctor was not released unconditionally within 48 hours. Source: Punch 
 
South Sudan 
As reported on 28 February 2022: In Malakal, Upper Nile state, two officials of the regional Health 
Ministry were released without charges, after spending around three weeks in police custody. They 
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were arrested on 19 January for allegedly rejecting a newly deployed director-general at the regional 
Health Ministry. Source: Radio Tamazuj 
 
01 March 2022: In Yei county, Central Equatoria state, National Salvation Front fighters attacked 
two MSF-branded vehicles, as they were travelling along the Yei-Maridi Road towards a mobile clinic 
in Minyori area to treat patients with malaria, pneumonia, and acute watery diarrhoea. The 
perpetrators looted all staff property, medicine and radio phones from the vehicles, and then set the 
vehicles alight. The staff were forced to seek safety on foot. In response, MSF suspended its 
activities in Yei until security conditions were established. Sources: Eye Radio, HumAngle and 
MSF International 
 
Sudan  

Violence Against or Obstruction of Health Care in Sudan 
Marches of the Millions protests have been taking place across Sudan after the military coup on October 25. Over 80 
people have been killed and many others injured by live ammunition and tear gas fired by security forces during the 
protests. The violence has impacted health workers, hospitals and ambulances. This report includes information on eight 
documented incidents between 26 January-28 February 2022. Past editions: 11-25 Jan; All. Join Sudan mailing list.  

Asia 
Afghanistan 
24 February 2022: In Kunduz city, district and province, gunmen killed four members of a polio 
vaccination team conducting house-to-house visits on two separate occasions. Sources: AWSD, 
France 24, Reuters, The New Arab, The Print, UN Afghanistan and UN News 
 
24 February 2022: In Imam Sahib district, Kunduz province, gunmen killed two polio vaccinators 
and a social mobiliser. Sources: AWSD, France 24, Reuters, The New Arab, The Print, UN 
Afghanistan and UN News 
 
24 February 2022: In Taloqan district, Takhar province, gunmen killed a male member of a polio 
vaccination transit team, prompting the suspension of the vaccination campaign in the area. 
Sources: AWSD, France 24, Reuters, The New Arab, The Print, UN Afghanistan and UN News 
 
The above three attacks prompted the UN to suspend the vaccination campaign across both Kunduz 
and Takhar provinces.  
 

New: Violence Against Vaccinators and Vaccination Campaigns 
 

Several years ago, polio vaccinators in Quetta, Pakistan were shook by the murder of two colleagues. Armed men on 
a motorcycle shot a mother and daughter in a ‘drive-by’ style shooting as they were administering polio drops to children. 
Both women died on their way to hospital. This attack is not an isolated incident. This new Attacks on Vaccination 
Campaigns blog series analyses Insecurity Insight’s data on attacks to health care to explore where they took place, 
who was affected, who was responsible, how these attacks may have changed in recent years, and how they relate to 
public health and politics. Read the first blog on the RIAH website or as PDF here. Explore the vaccine related incidents 
on our global map by selecting ‘Vaccination’ click on countries or individual events to find out more. 

 
Myanmar  

Myanmar Deserves Our Support Too 
Read this new The Geopolitics (TGP) article by Insecurity Insight’s Myanmar analyst Brian Elmore.  

 
Pakistan 
02 March 2022: On the outskirts of Peshawar city and district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 
gunmen shot and killed a female polio worker as she was returning home after working on the latest 
national vaccination campaign. Source: ABC 
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Europe 
Ukraine 

Violence Against or Obstruction of Health Care in Ukraine 
Russian troops invaded Ukrainian territory on 24 February. The initial strategy is believed to have been rapid capture 
of large, populated areas but most towns remain largely in Ukrainian hands. Russian forces have started to resort 
to much more extensive use of explosive weapons in these populated areas attacking civilian infrastructure. This 
report includes information on documented incidents affecting health care between 03-12 March. For incidents 
affecting education see here.  

A new report covering incidents between 10-21 March will be published later this week. Join our Ukraine mailing 
list  to get the report. If you have additional information on an incident documented here, or a new incident, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  Previous edition: 24 February-02 March 

 

Middle East and North Africa 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
04 March 2022: In Beit Dajan, Nablus governorate, two Palestinian Red Crescent medics were 
injured with rubber-coated steel bullets fired by Israeli soldiers as they were providing first aid during 
an anti-discrimination protest. An ambulance was also hit and damaged by rubber-coated steel 
bullets. Source: Medical Aid for Palestinians 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
As reported on 25 February 2022: In Rukban area, along the Syria-Jordan border, the border 
closure on the side of Jordan and a lack of specialist medical treatment at the Rukban IDP Camp 
have put the life of a two-week-old infant, currently on oxygen due to a congenital malformation that 
she was born with, in danger. Source: The New Arab 
 
27 February 2022: In Azaz city, Aleppo governorate, Kurdish heavy artillery shells hit a local 
hospital, reportedly injuring a health worker and a patient. Source: Airwars 
 
As reported on 04 March 2022: In Idlib governorate, negligence, underqualified staff, and a lack of 
medical equipment in health facilities — which had suffered heavy damage amid repeated 
bombardments by Syrian Government and Russian forces — are leading to the disfigurement, 
permanent disability, or death of patients, largely without accountability or oversight. Source: The 
New Arab  
 
Yemen 
04 March 2022: In Na’man district, Al Bayda governorate, Al Sahah hospital was damaged by 
artillery shells. Source: CIMP 

 

Global Health Insecurity 
These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect 
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private 
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel. 

Asia 
Bangladesh 
08 February 2022: In Rajshahi city, district and division, a cleaner at the Radiology and Imaging 
Department, Rajshahi Medical College Hospital, attempted to rape an underage girl while she was 
about to undergo an ultrasonogram test and threatened to strangle her in an X-ray room in the facility. 
The girl had been admitted to hospital after she was rescued from a kidnapping on 11 January. The 
perpetrator was arrested after the girl reported the rape attempt to her parents. On 15 February, a 
local court sent the perpetrator to prison. Source: New Age 
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23 February 2022: In Savar upazila, Dhaka district and division, at least 30 people, including 
volunteers and police, got injured in a stampede, as a large number of people seeking vaccines 
gathered at the vaccination centre of the Bangladesh Health Professional Institution. Source: New 
Age  

Middle East and North Africa 
Morocco 
As reported on 02 March 2022: In the context of overcrowding in health facilities, in addition to a 
shortage of staff and supplies, health workers remain unable to provide decent medical services to 
patients. At the same time, a number of patients and their relatives have subjected health care 
workers to clashes or assaults, as they hold them responsible for the worsening medical services. 
Source: The New Arab 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and 

access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list 

of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 

or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK government 

through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of Manchester, the European 

Commission through the ‘Ending violence against healthcare in conflict’ project .and by the generous support of the American people 

through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and 

do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, the European Commission, the FCDO or Save the Children 

Federation, Inc 
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