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SIGNIFICANT FACTS 
 

- Food and nutrition situation of concern in some areas of Burkina Faso, Niger,  Mauritania, 
Togo and the Gambia 

- Meningitis: more than 33,000 cases reported in 12 African countries since the beginning of the 
year 

- Cholera in Senegal and Guinea 
- Case of  avian influenza confirmed in Ghana  
- Degradation  of security in northern Niger, northern Mali 
- Storage conditions of explosive devices disturbing  in Guinea Bissau 

 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Guinea: soldiers demand the payment of their salary arrears  
In the first half of May, soldiers demonstrated in barracks to demand the payment of their salary 
arrears, the upgrading of some of them and the departure of some high ranking officers of the army 
accused of corruption. President Conte has already satisfied one of the soldiers’ demands by 
dismissing, on 12 May, the Defence Minister and top officers of the army. Despite these measures, 
however, demonstrations were held on the night of 12 to13 May. During these demonstrations, men in 
military uniform1 were engaged in the looting of shops and stores, one of which belonged to UNFPA. 
UNFPA stores contained  stocks of drugs and preservatives, computer equipment and motorcycles.  
 
It is worth recalling that during the crisis from January to February, the WFP food reserves were 
ransacked in Kankan and Labe. A meeting between President Conte and the protesting soldiers is 
scheduled for 15 May. . 
 
Côte d’Ivoire: dismantling the confidence belt  
Within the framework of the implementation of the Ougadougou Agreement, two significant events 
took place in Côte d’Ivoire, on 16 April, namely: the dismantling of the confidence belt and the 
installation of the Integrated Command Centre (ICC).  
 
The ICC’s mission consists in preparing a defence and security policy, implementing the National 
Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration, ensuring the security of open roads hearings and 
supervising the electoral process.  The ICC should also coordinate measures relative to the free 
movement of persons and goods.  
 
Niger: Mounting insecurity in the north 
The security situation is worrying in Northern Niger. During the month of April, elements of the 
National Movement for Justice (MNJ comprising former Tuareg rebels) clashed with the Government 
army in the Air mountains. The number of victims was not announced. However, according to the 
press, vehicles of the Niger army were said to have exploded on mines, killing 10 people between 14 
and April 2007. The Movement of Nigeriens for Justice claims most of the resources linked to the 
                                                 
1 Media source 
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exploitation of the uranium and charcoal mines for the populations of the Agadez region, among other 
things.  
 
Guinea Bissau: storage conditions of explosive devices disturbing  
The storage conditions of explosives are considered as a real disaster threat by diplomats based in 
Guinea Bissau. Experts say that some 300 000 explosive devices stored in the Bra and Bissalanca 
camps (suburbs of Bissau) no longer meet international security standards. The United Nations 
military experts’ mission which is currently in Guinea Bissau intends to visit these sites so as to 
evaluate the risks. According to experts of the NGO Lutcam, these devices endanger the lives of the 
Bissau population since they can explode any time.  
 
Mali: Insecurity in the north 
Two vehicles belonging to a Chinese company was said to have been seized on 20 April in Intouhouké 
(80 km from Abeybara) north of Kidal. This is the fifth vehicle seized in Kidal region since the 
beginning of 2007. Besides, on 11 May, a security post was attacked in  Kidal by armed men supposed 
to be ex-Tuareg rebels. These security incidents underscore the level of insecurity in Northern Mali.  
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
2.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
The good harvests in 2006 and 2007 resulted in globally satisfactory food supplies in the Sahel and in 
West Africa. According to estimates, the Sahelian countries obtained a gross cereal production of 
15 102 000 tons in 2006/2007. This production is 3% higher than the   2005/2006 production and 19% 
higher than the average of the past five years. However, there is need to recall that Mauritania and 
Senegal registered a decline in production of respectively 13% and 23% compared to 2005/20062.  
 
The price trend is on the decline, even though some high-risk areas of Mauritania, Burkina Faso, 
Chad and Niger are confronted with an increase in the price of basic cereals and an early exhaustion 
of households’ food stocks. As a result of this situation, some populations are in a vulnerable position 
which requires a humanitarian response to avoid exposing them to a serious degradation of their food 
security during the lean period. In Burkina Faso, a report on the 2006-2007 farming season, published 
in April by the Agricultural Forecast and Statistics Department - DGPSA – revealed that at least 300, 
000 people living in 500 villages are exposed to food difficulties.  
 
To face up to these situations of vulnerability or risks of food vulnerability in the Sahel, the joint 
mission led by WFP, CILSS, FAO, Fewsnet  and  OCHA, in March 2007,  recommend emergency 
actions to deal with some of these situations considered as critical and development actions with a 
view to strengthening the vulnerable populations’ means of existence3. The mission recommends the 
resupply of village security food stocks in the most vulnerable areas in Mauritania as well as the 
mobilisation and consolidation of stocks and cereal banks in high-risk areas in Burkina Faso and 
Niger. With respect to Guinea Bissau, the mission insisted on the need to monitor the prices of 
cashew nuts, the principal source of income of Bissau Guinean households and ensure crop 
diversification in order to ease the heavy reliance of households on the sale of cashew nuts to ensure 
their food security.  
 
In Togo, the food and nutritional situation is said to be disturbing in the following regions: Savanes, 
Kara, central and Maritime. Reports backed by figures reveal a very high malnutrition rate. In this 
context, a first contact mission of the OCHA Regional Office visited Togo from 6 to10 May 2007. The 
mission had working sessions with humanitarian partners and Government. 
 

                                                 
2RPCA: Briefing note on food security,  April 2007 
3 Idem. 
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The WFP finalised the outline of its strategy for its nutritional programme in Liberia. The programme 
is meant to strengthen assistance to severely and moderately malnourished children, pregnant and 
breast-feeding women and other vulnerable groups such as persons living with HIV/AIDS. Moreover, 
the WFP circulated the first draft of the Liberian market review.  This review aims to analyse the 
market dynamics in Liberia and their impacts on food security. All in all, 200 daily and weekly 
markets were listed in the country. The market review made recommendations to improve the market 
system and create a markets surveillance and evaluation unit in order to guarantee the populations’ 
food security. 
 
2.2 Protection and movements of populations  
 
Conference on the protection of civilians in West Africa 
At the end of the conference on «the protection of civilians in West Africa in times of armed conflict» 
held on 17, 18 and 19 April, the regional and sub-regional organisations undertook to strengthen the 
civilian protection mechanisms in the sub-region. For its part, the United Nations Organisation agreed 
to further support the efforts of regional and sub-regional organisations. During this conference, issues 
relative to youth violence, sexual violence, internally displaced persons and refugees were lengthily 
discussed. The African Union, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC), the Arab League, as well as the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and other UN organisations took part in this 
conference aimed at strengthening collaboration between international and regional institutions, with a 
view to ensuring a better protection of civilians in times of armed conflict. The workshop was 
financed by the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Swiss  Confederation.  
 
For further information on the conference and key shared documents, see: 
http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica  
 
Host families and Senegalese refugees in the Gambia  
An evaluation undertaken by the international NGO Concern Universel (CU), in March, on the 
situation of host communities of Senegalese refugees in the Gambia (Western Division) shows that 
these communities would need food assistance during the lean period. The arrival of refugees from 
Casamance in the middle of the 2006 farming season affected the farmers’ production and food 
reserves and exposed them to food insecurity risks for the period extending from May to October.  
 
The CU evaluation recommends that the host communities and refugees should be provided with 
products (fertilisers, seeds) and farming tools (hoe, axe etc.) as well as with non-food products 
(mosquito nets, soap, cooking utensils, etc.). Access to drinking water is also a Concern for the host 
communities and refugees who spend long hours at water collection points which are stretched out. 
HCR, WFP and the Gambian Red Cross currently provide food aid to the Senegalese refugees 
estimated at 6,000. 
 
2.3 Health 

Meningitis  
From the beginning of the year to the week of 29 April, a total of 33,145 cases  of meningitis with 
2,569 deaths was registered in 12 African countries  notably Benin, Burkina Faso,  Côte d'Ivoire, 
Ghana,  Mali, Niger, Nigeria, DR Congo, Chad and Togo. The majority of cases are registered in 
Burkina which alone has over 25,044 reported cases, out of which 1,663 died. In Burkina Faso, there 
has been a constant decline in cases of meningitis  since the week of 19 March. (cf. chart below).  
The meningitis Prevention and management operations are being pursued in the affected countries.  
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Cholera in Guinea and in Senegal 
In Guinea, the health structures detected ten new cases of cholera between 30 April and 6 May. From 
the beginning of the year to 6 May, 123 cases of cholera, with 12 deaths, were registered in the 
country.  
 
In Senegal, 461 cases of cholera with 6 deaths were registered during the period covering 12 March 
(marking the outbreak of the epidemic) to 22 April.  
 
Floods which hit countries of the sub-region between July and September constitute a vector for the 
propagation of cholera in some localities. 
 
Avian influenza: Ghana affected 
Ghana registered its first cases of bird flu (H5N1), in a poultry farm, in Tema, a port area situated in 
the east of Accra. The Ghanaian authorities cordoned off the infected area and placed it in quarantine. 
The Ghanaian government has, since December 2005, adopted a plan for the Preparation of the 
response against bird flu, while the United Nations system revised its “bird flu and human pandemic” 
contingency plan in May 2006. 

Ghana is thus the 9th African country infected by the bird flu after Burkina Faso,  Cameroon, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Niger, Nigeria and Sudan. As a reminder, human cases were reported in 
Egypt (34), Djibouti (1). 

3 COORDINATION 
 
Missions for the evaluation of the nutritional and food situation in Togo 
Several OCHA, Unicef, FAO and ECHO missions, among others, visited Togo, recently, to analyse 
the country’s food and nutritional situation with humanitarian partners.  
 
Launching the web site of the regional Bird Flu/human pandemic platform  
On 25 April, the OCHA Regional office in West Africa launched a web site of the regional platform  
« Bird Flu/human pandemic ». The site’s link is as follows: 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=8443 
 
Repositioning the United Nations System in the face of Guinea’s new priorities    
Members of the Group responsible for the Harmonisation of Programmes of the United Nations 
System in Guinea assessed the impact of the new political context on their programme adopted 
initially for 2007. The United Nations intends to define a joint emergency programme in order to 
ensure the transition between emergency activities and development activities. To that end, they intend 
to define a programme, for the rest of the year, based, among others, on the guidelines defined in the 
recent joint UN, NGO and Government evaluation, organised by OCHA in the countryside and the 
priorities set forth in the new Prime Minister’s statement.   

Source : Disease Control 
Department in Burkina Faso: 
report on the  situation  of  
meningitis in 2007/Week  1 to 
17
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4 RESOURCE MOBILISATION  
 
Level of financing of the CAP 2007 par theme (as at  8 May  2007) 
 

 Themes Requests in  $ 
US

Financing in 
$ US % Pledges in 

$ USD
FOOD SECURITY AND 
NUTRITION  113 209 760 31 053 089 27 0

INTEGRATED REPONSE TO 
HEALTH EMERGENCIES  10 640 652 0 0 0

PROTECTION AND POPULATION  
MOVEMENTS   144 926 814 47 533 309 34 1 000

THEME  NOT YET SPECIFIED 0 13 282 315 0 657 895
TRANS THEMATIC 5 740 510 1 043 233 18 0 
Overall Total: 274 517 736 92 911 946 34% 658 895

 
For more information on the CAP 2007 financing, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the CAP West Africa: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
Date  Events  Where  Who  
15 May Meeting of regional group  « health » Dakar OCHA 
15 May Meeting of regional group  ‘’bird flu 

and human pandemic’’ 
Dakar OCHA 

16 May Meeting of regional group “Food
security and nutrition” 

Dakar OCHA 

17-18 May Conference on risk reduction in West 
Africa 

Abidjan, 
Côte 
d’Ivoire 

UN-ISDR/World Bank 

22-24 May Workshop on data collection in 
humanitarian emergencies 

Dakar UNFPA/CST 

31 May-1 June CERF Training Dakar  OCHA 
22-24 May Consultation meeting on the institution 

of an Agricultural Information system  
Niger, 
Niamey 

CILSS/ECOWAS/WAEMU

4-9 June  Workshop for the creation of a 
roadmap for the implementation of 
« bird flu and human pandemic »
contingency plans 

Niamey, 
Niger 

Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Niger, 
Cameroun, Guinea 
Equatoriale, Gabon, Sao 
Tomé et Principe 

11-18 June Workshop for the creation of a 
roadmap for the implementation of 
« bird flu and human pandemic » 
contingency plans 

Accra, 
Ghana 

Libéria, Sierra léone, 
Gambie, Nigeria, Ghana 

13-15 June Meeting on environmental emergencies Sweden UNEP/OCHA 
18-22 June Workshop for the creation of a 

roadmap for the implementation of 
« bird flu and human pandemic » 

Bamako Senegal, Cap Vert, Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, 
Mali 
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contingency plans 
18-21 June 
(to be confirmed) 

Workshop on information in 
emergency situation and rapid 
evaluation  

Dakar UNICEF 

9-11 July Training of CAP Trainers  Workshop
(in French) 

Dakar OCHA 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to  IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please send us a message through 
thiamk@un.org or thomles@un.org    
 
NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee 
the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the document. [End] 


