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The 2010 hunger season started as early as March9 and is expected to last longer.1

In Niger, fodder de�cits have resulted in massive premature
transhumance movements to pasture areas.1

Malnutrition
The Sahel region has historically 
faced high prevalence of 
undernutrition among children, 
but the 2010 hunger season is 
predicted to be far worse.  An 
estimated more than 859,000 
children under the age of 5 in 
Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Mali, 
Niger, northern Nigeria and Chad 
are classi�ed as needing 
treatment for severe malnutrition, 
a life-threatening condition.  

Only 1/2 of the funds sought by 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund for malnutrition have been 
received so far.7
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Data on food aid, agriculture and
livestock activities not available
for Burkina Faso.  Data on agriculture
and food aid not available for Mali.
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More than 4.3M bene�ciaries
have been targeted by WFP,
FAO and UNICEF

Humanitarian action
Humanitarian agencies have 

appealed for US$190M for Niger,1 
close to US$75M for western 

and central Chad in food aid, 
nutrition and agriculture 
and livelihoods,9 and 
among others, donor 
contributions have 
allowed for the UN Central 
Emergency Response 
Fund to allocate close to 

$18M for the crisis to Niger, 
Chad and Mali.10
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Decrease in animal feed
For the last two years, signi�cant 
fodder (animal feed) de�cits were 
recorded in pastoral and 
agropastoral areas in Niger, 
Chad, northeast Mali and 
Burkina Faso.  Problems in 
these areas are 
exacerbated by the lack of 
drinking water and high 
grain prices combined 
with the decline in value 
of livestock.  A sharp 
deterioration in the 
terms-of-trade for livestock 
to cereal limits food access for 
pastoral and agropastoral 
households.4  In Niger, the 
magnitude of the decline is as high as 
64% for goat and 20% for cow.5
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Poor cereal production
In the Sahel region, the cereal 
production is 9% less than last year 
and represents an increase of 
11% compared to the averge 
of the last 5 years.  However, 
Niger and Chad are facing a 
signi�cant 
decrease of 
production 
ranging 
from 
31-34% 
compared 
to last year.5

                              

Niger 7.8M

Chad* 2M

Mauritania** 370,000

Mali 258,088

classi�ed as highly/extremely food insecure

Source: OCHA3
Data not available for Burkina Faso.
*Population in eastern Chad not
included. **Causes of food insecurity
in Mauritania di�er from the eastern
Sahel region; they are linked to chronic
problems and low funding.

Populations in need of humanitarian assistance
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Nearly 10 million people in the Sahel region are facing a serious food 
crisis after erratic rainfall in 2008 and 2009 caused poor agricultural and 
pastoral production.  In Niger, the most a�ected country, over half of 
the population are at risk of food insecurity1 and in Chad nearly 
20% are at risk.2

Sahel : Snapshot on the Food Crisis (Apr 2010)


