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2019-nCoV - Public Health Emergen-

cy of International Concern (PHEIC) 
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Coronavirus (CoV), a large group of virus-
es, is named due to the circular-shaped 

protein spikes that surround its genetic 

material in the centre. The new pathogen is 

a member of the family of Coronavirus; 
therefore, named as novel Coronavirus 

(2019-nCoV); other lethal siblings (viruses) 

are Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, 

SARS-CoV, first identified in China in 
2002 and the Middle Eastern Respiratory 

Syndrome-MERS-CoV in Saudi Arabia in 

2012. Different from both SARS-CoV and 
MERS-CoV that are transmitted by civet 

cats and dromedary camels respectively, 

the aetiology of the recent member of this 

family is still unknown. However, what is 
known are the commonalities of their 

symptoms, which includes cold, difficulty 

in breathing, and in severe cases pneumo-
nia and kidney failure can also occur. Case 

fatality rate (CFR) frequently changes with 

the number of deaths caused by the virus 

but it is currently 2.1%.  
  
2019-nCoV is spreading rapidly in China 
and has infected people globally, resulting  

global total to 14 545 confirmed cases out 

of which 14 411 cases are from China with 

304 deaths as reported as of 02 February 
2020. Furthermore, the transmission has 

been reported in 5 WHO regions (see table) 

involving 19 countries. In Eastern Mediter-

ranean region (EMR), first 4 confirmed 
cases are reported from United Arab Emir-

ates (UAE) on 29 January, 2020. All 4 

cases belongs to the same family and have 

travel history to Wuhan, China- the epicen-
ter of 2019-nCoV. Subsequently, it is more 

likely that other EMR countries may see 

the importation of new cases in the near 

future; thus, EMR Office has developed a 
Strategic Response Plan to scale up prepar-

edness and operational readiness to pre-

vent, early detect, and rapidly respond to 
the virus in the regional countries.  
 

Keeping in view the global transmission of 

the new virus, WHO Director General 

convened an Emergency Committee under 
the IHR (2005) for three times in the last 

two weeks and finally agreed upon and 

announced the outbreak as a PHEIC on 30 
January 2020. However, the committee 

further said that the announcement should 

be taken as a support to Chinese people and 

emphasized on global coordination to en-
hance preparedness in other regions which 

are in need of additional support.  
 

Additionally, WHO has warned the interna-
tional exportation of cases in any country; 
therefore, advised them to prepare for contain-
ment, including active surveillance, early 
detection, isolation and case management, 
contact tracing and prevention of onward 
spread of the virus along with sharing full 
information with WHO. In addition WHO has 
developed interim guidance for laboratory 
diagnosis, clinical management, IPC in health 
care settings, home care for patients with 
suspected 2019-nCoV, risk communication 
and community engagement. Moreover, the 
R&D Blueprint has been activated as response 
to the outbreak to accelerate diagnostics, vac-
cines, and therapeutics for this novel corona-
virus. Based on the similarity of 2019-nCoV 
with SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV, the public 
is advised similar measures to use facemasks, 
covering mouth and nose when coughing and 
sneezing, frequent handwashing after unpro-
tected contact with farm animals and with the 
patients having respiratory illness and con-
suming thoroughly cooked animal products to 
reduce virus transmission. There are no travel 
or trade restrictions based on available infor-
mation. However, travelers are advised to 
seek medical attention and share their travel 
history, if they have any respiratory illness. 
 

The emergence of new deadly pathogen in 

China, 2019-nCoV, has been a significant 

global health challenge. Its rapid proliferation 
in China and global human-to-human trans-

mission has necessitated convening the Emer-

gency Committee by Director General and 

declare it as a PHEIC on 30 January 2020. 
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Strategic Objectives for 2019-nCoV 

 

WHO’s strategic objectives for this response are to:  

◼ Limit human-to-human transmission including reducing secondary infections among close contacts and 

health care workers, preventing transmission amplification events, and preventing further international 

spread from China*;  

◼ Identify, isolate and care for patients early, including providing optimized care for infected patients;  

◼ Identify and reduce transmission from the animal source;  

◼ Address crucial unknowns regarding clinical severity, extent of transmission and infection, treatment 

options, and accelerate the development of diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines;  

◼ Communicate critical risk and event information to all communities and counter misinformation;  

◼ Minimize social and economic impact through multisectoral partnerships.  

 

*This can be achieved through a combination of public health measures, such as rapid identification, diagnosis and management of the cases, identification 
and follow up of the contacts, infection prevention and control in healthcare settings, implementation of health measures for travelers, awareness- raising in 

the population and risk communication.  

2019-nCoV in UAE; MERS in Saudi Ara-

bia; cholera in Somalia; cholera in Yem-

en; multidrug-resistant typhoid fever 

in Pakistan. 

Number of 2019-nCoV Cases reported in 

5 WHO Regions, as of 02 February 2020 
Update on outbreaks  

 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

WHO Regional Offices 
Number of  

confirmed cases 

Western Pacific  14 484 

South-East Asia  22 

Region of the Americas 12 

European Region 23 

Eastern Mediterranean  4 

Total 14 545 

Current public health events of  

concern 
[cumulative No of cases (deaths), CFR %] 

Avian influenza: 2006-2017 

Egypt (A/H5N1) [359 (122), 33.98%] 

Egypt (A/H9N2) [4 (0)] 

Ebola virus disease (EVD): 2018-2020 

Democratic Re-
public of Congo 
(DRC) 

[3 428 (2 250), 65.64%] 

2019-nCoV acute respiratory disease : 2019-

2020 

United Arab 

Emirates  
[5 (0) ]  

Cholera: 2017-2020 

Somalia    [10 113 (51) , 0.5%]  

Yemen [ 2 222 416 (3 761), 0.17%] 

Diphtheria: 2017-2020 

Yemen [4 788 (281), 5.87%]  

Bangladesh [8 987 (46), 0.51%] 

Sudan 113 (14), 12.39%] 

MERS: 2012-2020 

Saudi Arabia [2 108 (784), 37.2%] 

United Arab 
Emirates  

[3  (0)] 

Multidrug-resistant typhoid fever: 2016-2020 

Pakistan [15 788 (0) ]  
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