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INTRODUCTION 

Over the years, calls have been made globally for humanitarian organizations to adopt a 

sustainable approach to humanitarian assistance. Within this context, the International 

Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) Southern Africa Cluster Delegation has developed the 

#ZeroHungerInitiative 2020- 2030. A 10-year initiative to highlight and address food insecurity 

in the southern Africa region by leveraging our existing large-scale operations and emerging 

innovations to offer an integrated portfolio of interventions enabling vulnerable rural and 

urban households to move from chronic food insecurity and subsistence agriculture to surplus 

production, participation in value chains and food security. 

Under the #ZeroHungerInitiative 2020-2030, the IFRC have developed a 10-year Pan African 

Tree Planting Initiative, in effort to mitigate the effects of climate change on food security in 

our region.  

KEY MESSAGING 

 

• IFRC plans to plant #IFRC10MillionTrees by 2030  

• AIMS of initiative  

o Contribute directly to food security by planting fruit trees. 

o Develop a culture of planting and caring for trees and understanding the value of 

ecosystems. 

o Educate on the importance of the environment through school environment clubs 

and improve nutrition by planting and caring for fruit trees at community schools.  

o Promote community ownership to enhance sustainable enterprise development 

and income generation in the region.  

o Create an exciting and stimulating program of practical work, lectures and 

workshops for partners, stakeholder’s communities, volunteers, through which 

communities can educate themselves and use it as a platform for advocacy and 

policy development surrounding environmental issues.  



 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

No. 5 Bauhinia Street | Unit 11, Highveld Technopark | Centurion | South Africa 

 Internal 

 

o Support other youth and women livelihood initiatives that are 

currently running in the region.  

• Daveyton - PHASE 1 

o The area has a high carbon emission rate - SARCS (South African Red Cross Society) 

chose the Early Childhood Development (ECD) center in Daveyton as the launch 

location for this initiative based primarily on its assessment of the carbon emission 

figures. 

o The Heald Day Care – South African Red Cross Branch: The Daveyton Branch 

operates two Early Childhood Development Centres (ECD) that are accredited by 

the South African Department of Social Development - Heald Day Care. The centre 

accommodates 220 children between the ages, 1-6 years and provide daily warm 

meals to learners and 300 orphaned and vulnerable children (OVCs) from the 

Daveyton/Etwatwa community. In addition to warm meals, SARCS provide 

monthly food parcels to members of the community. Part of the land is currently 

used for vegetable gardens which contribute to the above-mentioned food parcels 

and warm meals given to communities. Annually the vegetable garden benefits 

4300 people.  

o To plant 25 thousand trees throughout Daveyton area in local schools, clinics, and 

community centres as the first of the #IFRC10MillionTrees Goal.  

▪ Some of the trees will be distributed to individual community members for 

their home growing and will be monitored and supported with technical 

skills to manage and maintain their trees at home through demonstrations 

at the HEALD ECD centre.  

• IFRC has chosen a multiphase approach  

o Following the completion of the programme in Daveyton, the IFRC intends to 

implement the same initiatives in other areas of southern Africa, as part of the 

abovementioned multi-phase approach. This process will incorporate lessons 

learned from the first phase in Daveyton, paying careful regard to the context and 

needs of each community using Red Cross established Community Engagement 

and Accountability mechanisms. 
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o Next phase (Phase 2) will be rolled out in Botswana early next year.  

• How will IFRC execute this?  

o Through partnerships on multiple levels 

▪ Skills sharing  

▪ Direct funding  

Media interviews:  

 

• Dr Michael Charles (IFRC) 

o Head of IFRC Southern Africa Cluster Delegations  

• Fernel Campher  

o Interim SARCS CEO 

 


