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HURRICANE SEASON 2008 

MEXICO: On March 25th, the Mexican National 
Meteorological Service (SMN) in conjunction with the 
National Water Commission (CONAGUA), the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and 
the University of Colorado, predicted 28 tropical 
cyclones, of which 14 will become hurricanes and 5 of 
them with high intensity of 3, 4, on 5 in the scale of 
Saffir, while an average season such as 2007 only 
reported 14 tropical cyclones, 6 hurricanes and 2 
intense hurricanes. They also reported that the 
tropical cyclone season will begin earlier on May 15 
and will end on November 30. 

(Source: CONAGUA, Yucatan)      

HEAVY RAIN AND FLOODS 

ECUADOR: According to latest Government figures, 
66 cantons (out of 149) in 13 provinces (out of 24) 
have been affected; 39 people have died and 3 are 
missing. According to the press, some 3.6 million 
people have been affected by recent floods. Some 
14,122 persons are still in the 331 registered 
shelters, 161 of which are schools.  An estimated 
1,296 schools have been deteriorated, of which 194 
need complete rehabilitation.  As a first measure, the 
Ministry of Education will invest USD 102,052,000 at 

the national level for the full rehabilitation of 1,004 
educational infrastructures.   

The health sector is under control. Some 1,057 cases 
of dengue have been reported (13 hemorrhagic), 
which is half of 2007 figures from the same period.  
The agricultural sector reports some 129,000 affected 
hectares, out of which 34,000 is rice (which 
represents a loss of 50,000 MT).  

On March 30th, the San Miguel river overflowed its 
bank leaving 120 people affected and destroyed 12 
houses. The people have been sheltered in the San 
Miguel de los Chachis parish.  

(Source: UNETE, WFP, El Comercio, La Hora) 

 

Some 14,260 people have been sheltered in schools. La 
Hora© 

 
BOLIVIA: Recent rains in the low lying regions have 
contributed to further deteriorate the situation and 
have affected new regions, generating more displaced 
families and the destruction of vital infrastructure and 
crops. The total number of affected families increased 
to 97,000 as reported by Civil Defence on March 18th. 
The death toll stands at 75 people.  
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The EFSA (Emergency Food Security Assessment, 
WFP) estimated that about 30,000 families affected 
by the floods are facing food insecurity. Among them, 
some 17,000 families are at risk of losing their 
livelihoods, making this group even more vulnerable. 

(Source: UNETE) 

 
PERU: According to a report issued by the National 
Civil Defense Institute (INDECI) on March 27th, more 
than 600,000 people have been affected by the 
landslides and mudslides caused by heavy rainfall in 
the country’s central highlands and jungle. Over 29 
persons are dead, 24 people are missing, 26 others 
are wounded and 7,736 people have lost their 
houses.  Some 80,000 houses have been damaged, 
as well as 673,020 meters of road and 15,509 
hectares of crops.  

(Source: INDECI, Terra) 

 
SEISMIC ACTIVITY 
PERU: On March 29, a 5.3 magnitude earthquake hit 
Peru's coast, particularly Lima and Callao. Some 30 
families (150 people and 50 children) have been 
evacuated. Part of the coastal drainpipe collapsed and 
the main road presents noticeable cracks. 

According to local media, one person died of cardiac 
arrest, due to panic of the earthquake.  

 (Source: Peru's Geophysical Institute (IGP), Los Tiempos, 

Trome)  

 
The coast drainpipe collapsed after the 5.3 Richter 
earthquakes. La Republica© 

COLOMBIA: An earthquake of 5.3 degrees on the 
Richter scale shook regions of north-eastern 
Colombia on March 31st. The earthquake’s 
epicentre was in Zapatoca, in the department of 
Santander, about 400 kilometres north of Bogota.  

(Source: Reuters)  

 

VOLCANO ACTIVITY 
COLOMBIA: On March 29th, the Nevado del Huila 
Volcano increased it’s seismic activity, with 
fracturing of rocks and movement of fluids. Some 
200 people living close to the volcano area have 
been evacuated.  According to INGEOMINAS, the 
volcano has recorded a total of 277 seismic events 
from March 18th – 25th. The volcano alert level is 
now orange (II), meaning ‘eruption probable within 
days or weeks’. 

(Source: El Tiempo, La Prensa) 

 

According to INGEOMINAS, the volcano has recorded from 
March 18 – 25, a total of 277 seismic events. El Tiempo© 

 
 
OTHER NATURAL EVENT 

MEXICO: During the recent “cold season,” which 
runs from October 18th through March 19th, the 
Ministry of Health has recorded 52 deaths due to 
the cold temperatures. The most affected 
departments included Chihuahua, Sonora, Puebla 
and Baja California. 

(Source: Univision, Redhum.org) 
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 EPIDEMIC OUTBREAK 

BRAZIL: So far this year, there have been over 
43,523 cases of dengue registered in the State of 
Rio de Janeiro, two-thirds of which occurred in the 
capital. Health authorities have confirmed 57 
deaths in the state in 2008, of which 30 were in the 
capital. According to estimates by the Universidade 
Federal do Rio de Janeiro, there may be at least 
another 100,000 cases unreported by the 
authorities. This figure could also be 
underestimated. The current assumption is based 
on the premise that for every case reported by the 
authorities, another four go unreported, while a 
study conducted after a previous outbreak of 
dengue (spread throughout Brazil) in 1988, 
suggested that for every reported case, ten others 
went unreported.  

(Source: Ministry of Health, El Universo) 

 

COMPLEX EMERGENCY 

ECUADOR: Ecuador's President Rafael Correa is 
once again turning to the Organization of American 
States (OAS) after it emerged this week that an 
Ecuadorian was killed in the recent bombing raid 
conducted by the Colombian military on an 
encampment of the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) on Ecuadorian 
soil on March 1st. The revelation made by the 
Colombian defence minister, Juan Manuel Santos, 
on March 23rd is likely to delay the restoration of 
diplomatic relations. 

An advance mission of the OAS will visit Ecuador on 
April 6, to meet the country's authorities to see to 
the Government's proposals on the mechanisms for 
safeguarding the border with Colombia.  
The mission will stop over in Bogotá to meet with 
government officials.  

(Source: Latin America News, OCHA) 

 

ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 

PANAMA: The Government of Panama launched on 
March 27th two national plans aimed at eradicating 
child under nutrition among its most vulnerable 

population by 2015 and help the country achieve 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The 
'National Plan to Fight Child Under nutrition 2008-
20015' and the 'National Plan for the Prevention 
and Control of Micronutrient Deficiencies 2008-
2015' were presented at the Presidency of the 
Republic.  

(Source: WFP) 

 
REDLAC: The regional Information Management 
Subgroup of REDLAC met on March 25 to review 
the 2008 working plan, strategies for information 
and communication within REDLAC and ongoing 
interagency projects:  

• The humanitarian website Redhum: the website 
receives more than 3,000 page hits a week, 
with the most popular being the emergency 
pages. In the first three months of 2008, the 
number of hits have exceeded all hits since its 
launch in August 2007. Six information 
assistants are operational in Central America 
and recruitment is ongoing in Dominican 
Republic and Ecuador. A workshop with 
Reliefweb and Redhum will take place in 
Panama on  April 7th-10th . More information at 
www.redhum.org 

• The Overview of vulnerabilities trends in Central 
America, ten years after Hurricane Mitch. The 
interagency project of mapping sectoral trends 
is moving ahead with the definition of 
indicators, which will be discussed in the 
forthcoming meeting with the World Bank, 
CEPREDENAC and REDLAC to coordinate 
information and propose a first draft. The 
publication should be issued in June.  

(Source: REDLAC, OCHA) 

 

El SALVADOR: On March 26th, PIC-ROLAC held the 
third simulation exercise in the region in San 
Salvador, El Salvador.  The main objective of this 
exercise was to validate the UN preparedness plan. 
Participants included the following agencies: PAHO-
WHO, FAO, UNICEF, UNDP, WFP, UNFPA, ILO and 
UNOPS. 


