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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A third consecutive year of drought has hit north-eastern Syria.  According to Government and UN 
estimates, 1.3 million inhabitants are affected and 800,000 severely affected, over 95% of whom live 
in the three governorates of Al-Hassake, Dayr az Zawr and Ar-Raqqa.  The effects of the drought are 
being exacerbated by the impact of high food and fuel prices, and the global financial crisis.  The 
result is a dramatic decrease in communities’ resilience and coping capacity.  The rural population 
directly affected by the drought has lost almost all sources of livelihood and faces extreme hardship.   
 
Up to 80% of those severely affected live mostly on a diet of bread and sugared tea, which is not 
enough to cover daily calorific and protein needs for a healthy life.1  Direct consequences of the 
drought include decreased food intake, reduced capacity to restore livelihoods, massive internal 
displacement towards cities, and alarming school dropout rates in some areas.  Those affected cannot 
sustain or restore their livelihoods without emergency food assistance that is coupled with additional 
assistance, such as potable water, farming inputs and animal feed.   
 
In response to this crisis, and following the Government’s request, the United Nations Country Team 
(UNCT) prepared the UN Syria Drought Response Plan (SDRP) in August 2009.  The SDRP aims to 
supplement and augment the response orchestrated by the Government of Syria.  The SDRP aims to 
address emergency humanitarian needs and reduce the drought’s impact on the most vulnerable –  
300,000 people of the 800,000 severely affected.  The SDRP’s duration is linked to the agricultural 
calendar, with international assistance necessary until the next crops are harvested in May and June 
2010.   
 
Insufficient donor response is the most significant obstacle to implementing planned actions in the 
2009/2010 SDRP.  By the end of 2009, the appeal was only 14% funded. In response, the UNCT 
sought emergency funding from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  CERF is now 
the single largest donor to the SDRP.  Nine SDRP projects totaling 22% of the Response Plan’s 
original requirements have received no funding.   
 
This document allows for new analysis of humanitarian needs in view of the continuing drought.  It 
includes new rainfall data that gives a more positive outlook for an improved agricultural season during 
the 2009/2010 winter than was initially forecast.2  However, the drought-affected population will 
remain in dire need of food, agriculture and other assistance until mid-2010, when crops are expected 
to mature.  Although the majority of planned response actions in the SDRP are still urgently required, 
some activities in this Mid-Term Review (MTR) have been reduced as the time for possible 
implementation is now only six months. 
 
The UNCT established a Food Security Coordination Group.  Agencies participating in the SDRP are 
focusing their attention on the Al-Shaddadi district of Hassake Governorate as the area with the 
highest migration rate (see map on page 4).  This district will benefit from the coordinated activities of 
the agencies participating in the SDRP, as well as by key Government agencies.3  All UN and 
Government of Syria stakeholders have agreed to target the same geographical areas as selected on 
the basis of joint criteria, and have set up effective coordination mechanisms. 
 
The UN and its partners seek donor funding for continued humanitarian activities in north-eastern 
Syria to the revised amount of US$43,687,5724 for the period December 2009 to June/July 2010.  
This amount constitutes a 17.5% decrease from the SDRP's original requirements of $52,938,616. 

 
1 Joint United Nations Needs Assessment Mission (JNAM), 2009. 
2 According to the MoAAR as for December 2009, some areas in the drought-affected region received eight times the rainfall as compared 
with last year.   
3 Government agencies include: the State Planning Commission (SPC); the General Badia Commission; the Ministry of Education (MoE); 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform (MoAAR); and the Ministry of Health (MoH).   
4 All dollar signs in this document denote United States dollars.  Funding for this appeal should be reported to the Financial Tracking 
Service (FTS) at fts@reliefweb.int, FTS will display requirements and funding on this year’s CAP page. 

mailto:fts@reliefweb.int
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Table I. Summary of Requirements (grouped by cluster) 
Table II. Summary of Requirements (grouped by priority) 
 

 

 

Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors and appealing organizations 

Original 
Requirements 

Revised 
Requirements 

Funding % 
Covered 

Table I: Summary of requirements, commitments/contributions and pledges (grouped by cluster)  
Syria Drought Response Plan (Revised) (July 2009 - June 2010)   

as of 11 February 2010 
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts 

Value in US$ A B C C/B 

Unmet 
Requirements 

B-C 

Uncommitted
Pledges 

D 

Cluster 

15,759,335  20,374,916  13,185,835  -2,573,500 16%AGRICULTURE/LIVELIHOODS 

675,000 675,000  675,000  - - 0%EDUCATION 

23,983,337  28,928,100  18,564,969  -5,418,368 23%FOOD 

1,537,800  1,228,500  1,274,473  -263,327 17%HEALTH/NUTRITION 

1,732,100  1,732,100  1,532,100  - 200,000 12%WATER/SANITATION 

Grand Total  43,687,572 52,938,616  35,232,377  - 8,455,195  19%

The list of projects and the figures for their funding requirements in this document are a snapshot as of 11 February 2010. For continuously updated information on projects, funding 
requirements, and contributions to date, visit the Financial Tracking Service (www.reliefweb.int/fts). 

 
Table II: Summary of requirements, commitments/contributions and pledges (grouped by priority) 

Syria Drought Response Plan (Revised) (July 2009 - June 2010) 
as of 11 February 2010 
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts 

Unmet  
Requirements 

Funding Revised 
Requirements 

Original 
Requirements 

Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors and appealing organizations 

Uncommitted
Pledges 

% 
Covered 

Priority 

A B C B-C D C/B Value in US$ 
5,597,9005,288,600 5,134,573 -463,327  8%Immediate assistance 

5,194,7157,985,866 4,718,565 -476,150  9%Stabilisation and resilience 

32,894,95739,664,150 25,379,239 -7,515,718 23%Time-critical 

GRAND TOTAL 43,687,57252,938,616 35,232,377 -8,455,195  19%

the actual payment of funds or transfer of in-kind goods from the donor to the recipient entity.       Contribution:  

creation of a legal, contractual obligation between the donor and recipient entity, specifying the amount to be contributed.  Commitment:  

a non-binding announcement of an intended contribution or allocation by the donor. ("Uncommitted pledge" on these tables indicates the balance of original  
pledges not yet committed).    

Pledge:  
NOTE: "Funding" means Contributions + Commitments + Carry-over 
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Table III. Summary of Requirements (grouped by appealing organization) 

 
 

 

 

-

Table III: Summary of requirements, commitments/contributions and pledges (grouped by appealing organization) 
Syria Drought Response Plan (Revised) (July 2009 - June 2010) 

as of 11 February 2010 
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts 

Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors and appealing organizations 

Funding Uncommitted
Pledges 

 

Appealing Organization % 
Covered 

Unmet Requirements 
 

Revised 
Requirements 

 

Original 
Requirements 

 

Values in US$ D A B C C/B B-C 

 13,284,583  11,502,970 FAO  22%  -2,573,500  8,929,470 

 4,757,000 1,923,032 IOM  0%  - -  1,923,032 

 1,773,000 2,082,300 Qatar Red Crescent  0%  - -  2,082,300 

 3,435,433 3,435,433 UNDP  6%  -200,000  3,235,433 

 1,825,000 1,825,000 UNICEF  14%  -263,327  1,561,673 

 27,275,100 22,330,337 WFP  24%  -5,418,368  16,911,969 

 588,500 588,500 WHO  0%  - -  588,500 

 52,938,616 43,687,572  35,232,377 GRAND TOTAL  19%8,455,195 

the actual payment of funds or transfer of in-kind goods from the donor to the recipient entity.       
 

creation of a legal, contractual obligation between the donor and recipient entity, specifying the amount to be contributed.  
 

a non-binding announcement of an intended contribution or allocation by the donor. ("Uncommitted pledge" on these tables indicates the balance of original pledges not 
yet committed).    

Contribution:  

Commitment:  

Pledge:  

NOTE: "Funding" means Contributions + Commitments + Carry-over 

The list of projects and the figures for their funding requirements in this document are a snapshot as of 11 February 2010. For continuously updated information on projects, funding 
requirements, and contributions to date, visit the Financial Tracking Service (www.reliefweb.int/fts). 
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2. CHANGES IN THE CONTEXT, HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

2.1 RAIN PATTERN AND PROSPECTS FOR THE 2010 AGRICULTURAL SEASON 

 

 

Map 1: Map of drought-affected areas in Syria, indicating areas where rains have failed for one, two or three 
consecutive years, and indicating the importance of assistance Al-Shaddadi district (Hassake Governorate) 
as one of the most vulnerable areas, affected by two years of failed rainfall. 

In 2007/2008, Syria faced the worst drought in over four decades due to a severe shortage of rainfall.  
The pattern of poor rainfall continued in 2008/2009, furthering the drought and particularly affecting the 
east of the country (Al Hassakeh, Deir Ezzor and Ar Raqqa).  The highest amount of rainfall on a long-
term basis is traditionally received in Edlib (500mm) and Homs (420mm), followed by Aleppo (340mm) 
and Hama (330mm; see below Figure 1).    
 
However, this dramatically changed during the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 seasons.  During these two 
years, Al Hassakeh, Deir Ezzor and Ar Raqqa received much-reduced rainfall, especially in 
2007/2008, with shortfalls of 66%, 60% and 45%, respectively.  Zones 4 and 5 of these governorates 
were seriously affected, in particular because of the practice of rain-fed cropping in these 
governorates.  The most affected were Al Hassakeh, Deir Ezzor and Ar Raqqa.  Only about 50% of 
the long-term average was received in these areas.  Rural Damascus received 69% of the long-term 
average.  The least-affected areas were Hama and Homs, which received 80% and 84% of the long-
term average respectively. 
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Figure 1: Rainfall received in various governorates in 2008/09 as compared 
with the 2007/08 season and the long-term average 
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Drought in north-eastern Syria and its impact on vulnerable populations 

Since 2006, three consecutive years of drought have affected Syria.  The 2007/2008 drought was the 
worst in 40 years and had a wider geographical reach.  However, the 2008/2009 drought hit a 
population already suffering from the impact of previous droughts, from economic difficulties due to 
high global food and fuel prices, and from the financial crisis.  On average, income for these 
populations has decreased by over 90% over the past few years and, even worse, their assets and 
sources of livelihood have been lost or irremediably compromised.  Numerous farmers have had no 
crops for two consecutive years and lost seeds.  Many medium- and small-scale herders have lost 
over 80% of their flocks due to lack of pasture and fodder. 
 
The population is suffering from poor food consumption, insufficient supplies of potable water and 
inadequate health services.  Over 80% of the families visited during field assessments revealed that 
their daily food intake was composed mostly of bread and sugared tea, with no difference between 
children’s and adults’ intakes.  Milk is no longer available for children.  Most families have not 
consumed animal proteins in months.  Daily meals have been reduced from three to one for adults, 
and to two for children.  It is evident that this diet will lead to significant nutrition problems in all age 
groups of the most severely affected population.5  Although it is difficult to disaggregate the coping 
strategies between men and women, the latter see their weddings delayed or are married at early age, 
to reduce their families’ expenditures, or to have their husband’s family provide their nutrition.  This is 
in addition to reduced quality and quantity of food intake. 
 
 
2.1.2 Nutrition  
In this context, malnutrition is an increasingly serious concern and efforts are being made to establish 
a nutrition baseline and monitoring system.  The 2007 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey shows that the 
main nutrition indicators for children under-five were higher in the north-eastern governorates 
compared with the national average.  The nutritional status of 2006 has deteriorated due to the severe 
drought.  Recent data collected at the Primary Health Care (PHC) centres of Al-Hassake, Dayr az 
Zawr and Ar-Raqqa indicate a drastic increase in nutrition-related diseases between 2006 and 2009.  
Based on information from sentinel sites, the recently established nutrition surveillance system 
indicates a high rate of anaemia (42%)6 for children aged 6 to 12 months in Al-Raqqa governorate.  
This is likely due to poor complementary feeding practices and poor food consumption due to the 
prolonged drought. 

 
 

5

                                                            
5 JNAM, 2009. 
6 Syria Drought Response Plan 2009.   
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2.1.3 Migration and school dropout 
For some male family members, seasonal labour migration is a common practice for poor households 
of the steppe and arid zone.  However, sharp impoverishment in recent years has resulted in the 
migration within the country of entire families from 160 villages to the periphery of cities.7  Since early 
2009, the migration pattern has increased dramatically: 65,000 families have already left their villages.  
From this total, 35,000 are from Al-Hassake and 30,000 from Dayr az Zawr, Ar-Raqqa and Aleppo.8  
This drastic move has not saved these internally displaced families from further hardship and 
destitution.  Instead, they have lost their social ties and are often exploited at below-market labour 
rates.  It has also further increased the strain on the limited job market, resources and public services, 
which were already affected by the presence of approximately one million Iraqi refugees. 
 
Under such conditions, school dropout rates are high and enrolment has significantly declined.  
According to the Joint United Nations Assessment Mission (JNAM) results, enrolment in some schools 
in north-eastern Syria has decreased up to 80%.  Children are not attending school because they are 
migrating with their families, the family can no longer afford school costs, or because they are sent to 
work to provide some income for the family.   
 

 
7 International Institute for Sustainable Development, June 2009. 
8 Syrian Association for Health Promotion and Development, UNICEF.  Participatory rural assessment for migrant communities in Rural 
Damascus due to drought in north-eastern areas, July 2009.   
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3. RESPONSE TO DATE, AND UPDATED STRATEGIC AND SECTORAL 
RESPONSE PLANS 

3.1 FUNDING UPDATE 
The SDRP estimated that out of 1.3 million people affected by the drought, some 800,000 have been 
severely affected and 300,000 are considered as highly vulnerable.  So far, the assistance channelled 
through the Response Plan targeting 300,000 people through food distribution and other measures 
has reached only 10,000 farmers (144,000 people).  This is due to low funding and delays in 
channelling funds to World Food Programme (WFP) and UNICEF.   
 
As of 22 February 2010, the SDRP was only 19% funded ($8.4 million).  CERF has been the single 
largest donor to the Response Plan, having contributed $3,287,464, or 38% of total funding to date.  
The UNCT has decided to request further emergency support from CERF only in a situation when 
dramatic funding levels did not allow time-critical interventions to begin. 
 
The Government has also provided significant support to Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
projects implemented in the SDRP framework.  This assistance has taken a form of direct subsidies 
for seeds and fodder purchased by FAO.  In addition, governmental in-kind contributions include 
storage facilities at distribution centres, staff labour and local operational costs.  The Government’s 
contribution to the SDRP is estimated at $726,000. 
 
Of the agencies participating in the SDRP, WFP has received the most funds in terms of dollars 
contributed ($5.4 million) and percent funded (24% of revised requirements).  This will allow WFP to 
undertake the first cycle of food distribution for 300,000 people in February 2010, with particular 
attention to Al-Shaddadi district.  Furthermore, 6,000 children under-five and 2,000 pregnant and 
lactating women9 will also receive supplementary feeding assistance.10   
 
With the effects of the drought not only devastating livelihoods and endangering nutritional status, 
forcing many families to migrate to cities, the WFP School-Feeding Project has proved to be a very 
effective strategy.  WFP reported that the schools assisted under this programme are witnessing 
increased enrolment and attendance, and a stabilized dropout rate.  In Markaz Al-Shaddadi, by 
considering schoolchildren as direct recipients of the food assistance, WFP has been able to 
contribute to the ultimate goal of preventing internal displacement of entire families and keeping 
children out of the labour market. 
 
Second is FAO with $2.5 million received, constituting 22% of its revised requirements.  Importantly, 
FAO time-critical interventions for farmers and herders received only 16.9% of required funding.  Due 
to agricultural requisite needs, FAO started to implement seed distribution before WFP and UNICEF 
began implementing their projects.  Agencies participating in SDRP agreed to focus on Al Shadaddi 
(Hassake Governorate) because it was recognized as the area most affected by the drought.  As part 
of this focus, UN agencies established a coordination group to improve the humanitarian impact of the 
funds channelled through SDRP.  FAO shared lists used for seed distribution with other UN agencies, 
which WFP will consider for its targeting in zone 4 (farming areas) which constitutes 28% of the 
project’s targeting.   
 
UNICEF activities have received 15% of funding.  UNDP is funded at 5% whilst of some considerable 
concern, IOM, QRCS and WHO have not received any funding at all for projects in the SDRP.  
Through CERF funding, UNICEF is undertaking a therapeutic feeding programme in Al-Shaddadi.  
The project includes providing plumpy’nut, supplies to 10 targeted health centres through support to 
MoH staff, and providing anthropometric measuring equipment and recording forms.  The project will 

 
9 Demographic figures of the Central Bureau of Statistics 2008 indicate that children under age 5 account for 15.6% of the total population, 
and pregnant and lactating women account for 20% of the women over 18.   
10 Up to November 2009, some 40,000 small-scale herders and their families living in the Syrian steppe had received WFP food assistance 
funded through the 2008 Syria Drought Appeal. 
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not only improve the nutritional status of most vulnerable children but will also enable growth 
monitoring (height and weight measuring), which feeds into UNICEF efforts to expand the nutrition 
surveillance system to the north-eastern governorates. 
 
UNDP completed the assessment for checking the validity of rehabilitating roman wells in the north-
eastern region.  The allocated amount was enough to rehabilitate 22 wells in the eastern region, 
distributed as follows: 
• Ten in Der Azzour; 
• Seven in Raqqa; 
• Five in Hassakeh. 
 
Rehabilitation will provide 11,000 people with potable water and allow them to provide drinking water 
to 30,000 livestock.  Such an intervention can encourage people to return to their villages in the Badia.   
 
Response to date by the United Nations and partners  

SDRP Objective Achieved as of MTR 
1. Food assistance to 300,000 most vulnerable people WFP will have first distribution 

in the second week of February 
2010 

2. Improving water supply in water-stressed communities UNDP is rehabilitating 22 wells 
3. Supporting health assistance and nutrition monitoring Equipped ten PHC centres with 

malnutrition-surveillance-
measure tools 

Immediate 
humanitarian 
aid 

4. Providing agricultural inputs to herders to allow them to 
preserve their livelihoods and re-establish their herds 
and seeds to small farmers 

10,000 destitute small-scale 
wheat and barley rain-fed 
farmers with total population of 
144,000 including children and 
women.   

Livelihood 
recovery 

5. Supporting activities in providing skills and income 
support to the most vulnerable community in the north-
eastern region to build community resilience to drought 

No funding received 

6. Decreasing the population’s dependency on 
agricultural jobs by encouraging creation of other 
resources of employment 

No funding received 

7. Implementing new agricultural solutions to enhance 
drought resilience No funding received 

8. Building national capability to implement the national 
drought strategy No funding received 

Improved 
resilience 
against new 
drought 

9. Developing a national early warning system (EWS) $476,150  
 
Government of Syria’s response 
The Government of Syria has provided assistance to the most vulnerable segment of the drought-
affected population since 2008.  However, the scope and severity of the crisis has overstretching the 
Government’s response capacity.  The development and issuance of the SDRP in August 2009 was 
aimed at supplementing and enhancing the Government’s assistance to the most affected population.   
 
Since 2008, the Government has launched several relief interventions across all sectors, from food 
assistance, to support to farmers and herders, and wider measures are planned for 2009 and 2010.  
By July 2009, the Government had provided 5,600 MT of food assistance to 96,660 households, or to 
about 500,000 people living in Al-Hassake, Dayr az Zawr, Ar-Raqqa, Homs and Rural Damascus.11

 
In August 2009, the Government took tangible steps on drought-mitigation policies by adopting a 
National Drought Strategy with relative implementation guidelines, and by creating an Inter-Ministerial 
Committee directly headed by MoAAR.  A new Directorate for Drought Management is being 
established to identify drought-prone areas, build a new early warning system and set up emergency 
plans. 
 

                                                            
11 SPC official communication, July 2009. 
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Following a ministerial field assessment mission in June 2009, a set of measures was issued to 
mitigate the drought’s effects.  The recommendations included the following: 
• Establish a fund for the drought-affected population amounting to 1% of the country’s 

agricultural production value;12 
• Deliver seeds to farmers and fodder to small-scale herders; 
• Increase the purchase price of cereal crops and renegotiate farmers’ loans over a nine-year 

period with one year of grace; 
• Launch a new programme of loans; 
• Deliver licenses to 13,000 existing unauthorized wells. 
 
As well as implementing the tenth Five-Year Development Plan, the Government has undertaken 
studies on non-agricultural solutions and on creating a favourable environment for investment in north-
eastern Syria.  These studies include feasibility studies for tourism development and agro-industries, 
and for transporting water from the Tigris River to the steppe, necessary for the irrigation of some 
150,000ha of land in Al-Hassake.  This project is expected to help farmers continue attending to their 
land, and to create employment opportunities and sources of income for other farmers with no land for 
most of the agriculture season.  This will help improve the rural population’s livelihoods. 
 
Government institutions are present in the drought-affected areas.  They include, among others, local 
administrations (governorates), local representations of the Ministries of Agriculture and Irrigation, the 
central-level Badia Commission and the SPC.  These institutions are strong in terms of staff, skills and 
follow-up work on government directives and resources.  However, they require further training and 
improvement in addressing the various dimensions of the crisis.  Despite efficient logistics capacity 
that is able to reach the most remote areas, quick response and rapid increase in capacity needs to be 
reinforced.  There is also a strong need for capacity-building to create more efficient inter-institutional 
coordination, participation and a bottom-up approach, working with civil society and international 
partners. 
 
Updated strategic priorities 
Due to low levels of funding, many SDRP activities were not implemented in time.  Although the first 
rains gave hope to a promising agricultural season, the humanitarian needs resulting from a three-
year drought in eastern Syria are not expected to relent, at least until the yields in mid-2010.  Even if 
farmers can re-start their agricultural work during the winter, they and the herders will need food 
assistance until the crops mature between May and June 2010.  Their precarious situation will require 
a continuation of water and sanitation, health and nutrition, and education and livelihoods interventions 
until the end of the SDRP time frame in mid-2010.  In this respect, the SDRP strategic priorities remain 
valid at the time of the MTR.  SDRP assistance is aimed at enhancing and augmenting the 
Government’s response to the disaster.  The assistance focuses on three main areas:  
 
1. Provide humanitarian assistance to the severely drought-affected population in north-eastern 

Syria and Badia, in support of measures taken by the Government of Syria; 
2. Strengthen drought-affected communities’ resilience to future drought and climate change; 

provide immediate assistance in the return process of the drought-affected population; ensure 
their socio-economic stability; 

3. Provide immediate assistance in the return process of the drought-affected population to their 
villages/places in the Hassake Governorate and others, accompanied by stabilization 
measurements to avoid the reoccurrence of such movement and working to ensure sustainable 
solutions. 

 
Improved coordination of assistance 
To maximise the use of limited resources received to date, the agencies participating in the SDRP are 
focusing their attention on the Al-Shaddadi district of the Hassake Governorate as the area of the 
highest migration rate (see map page 4).  This district has and will continue to benefit from 

 
12 Ministerial instructions - Prime Minister’s Office, 2009. 
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coordinated activities by WFP (supplementary and general food assistance), FAO (distribution of 
seeds and agricultural inputs), UNICEF (nutrition) and UNDP (well rehabilitation).  The agencies are 
acting in synergy with Government counterparts, represented by the SPC, the General Badia 
Commission, the MoE, MoAAR and MoH.  All UN and Government of Syria stakeholders have agreed 
to target the same geographical areas as selected on the basis of the criteria described below.  In 
view of limited resources, participating agencies have formed a working group to ensure best possible 
coordination of the assistance to the Al-Shaddadi district and other most vulnerable areas.  To map 
the food assistance provided by all humanitarian actors in drought-affected areas, WFP is involved in 
a coordination meeting.   
 
 
 
 
SYRIA DROUGHT RESPONSE PLAN: HOW THE ASSISTANCE IS TARGETED 
Agencies participating in the SDRP are employing three levels of beneficiary targeting in eastern 
Syria: 
 
Geographical-level targeting: The operation is being implemented in the agro-climatic zones 
receiving less than 250mm of annual rainfall (agro-climatic zones 4 and 5) of Al-Hassake, Ar-Raqqa 
and Dayr az Zawr Governorates, with the exception of the Euphrates River belt and urban areas.  It 
will focus on those districts that experienced a high level of deterioration of the vegetation cover 
during the past three years, as indicated by an analysis of the Normalized Difference Vegetation 
Index.   
 
Community-level targeting: In agro-climatic zone 5, the General Badia Commission will provide 
WFP and other agencies with lists of the most vulnerable among the most affected communities, 
based on the levels of crop failure, livestock depletion, lack of potable water, remoteness from public 
services, levels of internal displacement and school dropout rates.  Al-Shaddadi district in Al-
Hassake Governorate has been prioritized by the UN agencies (UNICEF, FAO and WFP) for urgent 
assistance through CERF funding.   
 
Following the success of the school-feeding project in Al-Shaddadi District, WFP will distribute food 
assistance through primary schools, making school-age children the “direct recipients” of the family 
ration entitlement.  This is expected to prevent drop out, decrease child labour, discourage the 
displacement of entire families, and encourage families to return to their villages and attend to their 
land.   
 
Household-level targeting: Targeted beneficiaries will be the most vulnerable among the rural 
households of severely affected small-scale farmers and/or herders13 who lost at least two 
consecutive rain-fed crops and/or over 80% of their animal stock, with no access to irrigation and no 
alternative sources of income.  Among these households, those with children under-five, as well as 
pregnant and lactating women, will be targeted for supplementary feeding in Markaz Al-Shaddadi 
Sub-District, where UNICEF will implement the therapeutic feeding programme.   
 
In agro-climatic zone 5, the General Badia Commission identified households using a community-
participatory approach.  Once lists are received, the country office will proceed with a verification 
exercise based on a random selection of locations and families.  This is to ensure that geographical, 
community and household selection has been properly applied in January 2010. 
 

 

                                                            
13 Small-scale farmer: owns 20ha or less at the fourth agro-zone area of rain-fed cultivated land.  Small-scale herder: owns less than 50 
heads of livestock. 
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3.2 UPDATED SECTOR RESPONSE PLANS 
3.2.1 FOOD 

Indicator Target Achieved as of MTR 

300,000 people – WFP  WFP will start implementing its project in the second 
week of February  

Number of beneficiary 
families receiving assistance 
by distributing agency  50,000 families – QRCS No Funding Received 

Caloric value of the ration 
distributed  1,200kcal/day  

• 1,600kcal/day (75% of nutritional requirements) 
• 1,000kcal/day as supplementary feeding for 

children under-five and pregnant women 
Caloric value of an average 
diet of drought-affected 
population (based on a diet 
consisting of bread and tea 
with sugar)  

980kcal/day (calculated 
by WFP) 

WFP will start applying its project in the second 
week of February 

Migration levels  40,000 people (approx. 
5,000 families) No funding received 

Numbers of schools targeted 29 Due to lack of funds, schools can only be covered 
for the first distribution 

Number of school-feeding 
beneficiaries 30,000 children 4,000 children as recipients for their family rations 

(total 45,000 people) 
 
The 2009 Joint Needs Assessment Mission revealed that the rural population are directly and severely 
affected by drought.  They suffer from poor food intake, insufficient supplies of potable water and 
inadequate health services.  Their current diet is characterized by a scarcity of energy and proteins, 
absence of vitamins and fats, and an unbalanced ratio of calories from carbohydrates and fat.14  The 
nutritional status is deteriorating, especially for children under-five.  Since the onset of the drought, 
there has been an increase in the number of children visiting health centres for waterborne and 
nutrition-related diseases. 
 
WFP will provide food assistance to 300,000 beneficiaries for eight months and until the next crop 
season in July 2010.  The intervention will complement the present diet and provide 75% of nutritional 
requirements instead of 55% initially planned.  This will allow people to recover from an exhausted 
nutritional status, which results from a lack of proteins, calories and vitamins.  The intervention will 
cover the severely affected populations in Hassake, Dayr az Zawr, and Ar-Raqqa.  In the Al-Shaddadi 
District, 45,000 beneficiaries out of 300,000 will be reached through food distribution to 4,000 school-
age children.  Priority will be given to vulnerable groups, such as women-headed households, school 
children at risk of dropping out of school and engaging in income-generating activities, elderly and sick 
people, and herders and farmers who have lost most of their productive assets.  With the exception of 
a higher level of nutritional needs covered by WFP food rations (75% instead of 55% initially planned), 
other SDRP sector objectives remain valid at the time of the MTR.   
 
The food assistance will complement beneficiaries’ current daily ration by providing an average of 
1,584kcal per day, per person.  The ration will cover 75% of energy, 92% of protein and 87% of fat 
requirements in addition to calcium, iodine, iron and other micronutrients.   
 
To redress the nutritional deficiency, the basket will include cereals, pulses, vegetable oil and salt.  
The monthly ration for each beneficiary will consist of 8.75kg of cereals (including 2.5kg of fortified 
wheat flour), 2.5kg of pulses, one litre of vegetable oil and 25g of salt.  The supplementary feeding in 
Al-Shaddadi district will foresee a monthly distribution of 0.6kg of Ready-to-Use Supplementary Food 
(RUSF) to children between six months and two years old. 
 
A balanced diet and a diversified food basket will be distributed to households every two months.  This 
is due to the large family size in the targeted areas (approximately ten members), and to avoid a 
monotonous diet.  The first distribution cycle will take place in February 2010 and the last one in July 
2010. 
                                                            
14 JNAM 2009. 



SYRIA DROUGHT RESPONSE PLAN: MID-TERM REVIEW 
 

 

 
 

COMPOSITION OF WFP FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR 
DROUGHT-AFFECTED POPULATION  

SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING 
FOR CHILDREN TWO TO FIVE YEARS OLD AND 

PREGNANT AND LACTATING WOMEN 

Commodity 
Daily 
ration 

(grams) 

Energy 
kcal per 

day 

Monthly 
ration 
(kg) 

 
Commodity 

Daily 
ration 

(grams) 

Energy 
kcal 

per day 

Monthly 
ration (kg) 

Cereals (50% rice and 
50% bulgur wheat) 208.33 740 6,250  Blended food  

(wheat-soy blend) 166.66 667 5.00 

Pulses (50% lentils 
and 50% beans) 83.33 280 2,500  Sugar 16.66 67 0.5 

Fortified wheat flour 83.33 292 2,500  Vegetable oil 30.7 272 0.921 
Vegetable Oil 30.7 272 0,921  Total 214 1006 6.42 
Iodized salt 4.16 - 0,125      
Total 410 1584 12.30      

 
Until recently, Syria had no systematic 
nutritional data collection in place and 
concern over the nutritional status of the 
population was not a priority for the 
Government.  UNICEF and WFP have jointly 
raised the Government’s awareness of this issue, resulting in a newly established nutritional 
surveillance system by the Government, with UNICEF technical assistance.  Data from this 
surveillance system, as well as from the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) to be 
undertaken in early 2010, may reveal a higher number of malnutrition cases than those currently 
estimated.  Subject to these findings, the operation may be realigned accordingly.  WFP is considering 
the possibility of providing a full ration and/or rapidly scaling up the supplementary feeding component 
if the prevalence of acute malnutrition reaches a level close to the emergency threshold established by 
WHO. 

SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING  
FOR CHILDREN SIX MONTHS TO TWO YEARS OLD 

Commodity Daily Ration 
gram per day 

Energy 
Kcal per 

day 

Monthly 
Ration kg 
per month 

Nutributter 20 247 0.6 

 
Changes to SDRP projects 
Due to the late start of the project and the reduction in time from 12 to 8 months, the financial 
requirements of the WFP food assistance project have decreased to $22,330,337. 
 

In Focus: Assistance to drought victims in Al-Hassake district 2009/Impact of WFP Drought 
Emergency Operation 10778 
Khadija is a Bedouin widow who lives with her four daughters in one of Al-Hassake’s drought-affected 
villages.  The drought has left her with no resources except for the small amount of money that her 
daughters earned collecting wheat grains.  Now, her small girls are the household breadwinners.  As it is 
the harvesting season, they go to the neighbouring fields each morning to collect whatever grains have 
fallen after wheat harvesting. 
 
With their small hands, the girls collect wheat grains from the ground.  Without considering the heat or the 
pain they might experience, their sense of responsibility makes them do their job happily.  Once they 
return home, the eldest daughter, who is disabled, goes to nearby shops with her 1kg or 2kg priceless 
bag of grains to sell for only 10 to 25 Syrian Pounds (55 cents).  She uses this to buy bread.   
 
“How glad I was upon hearing about WFP’s food assistance.  In fact, I started imagining the food and 
thinking about that foreseen distribution day.” Khadija said. 
 
Today is the fifth day after WFP food assistance distribution.  Khadija looks relieved.  Her daughters are 
sitting around her, no more collecting to do even if for a while.  Her disabled daughter is at home eating 
home-made bread with cooked lentils. 
 
”I am grateful for WFP.  This food assistance came as a gift from God.  It gave us a push of strength to 
struggle and cope longer.  Now, instead of depending on bread as our daily consumed food, I have in my 
kitchen a number of food items.  My daughters are around me playing.  They will be given the chance to 
improve their nutritional status.  Honestly, my little girls seem better and so do I. 
 
“I ask WFP to continue this food assistance and to help us recover from this drought.  My girls used to call 
their small bag of collected grains the golden bag, and I would also like to call WFP’s food basket the 
golden collection.” 
(source: WFP Syria) 
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3.2.2 WATER AND SANITATION 
Indicator Target Achieved as of MTR 

Number of small-scale water treatment plants installed  6 No funding received 
Number of reverse osmosis units installed 2 No funding received 
Number of Roman wells rehabilitated  30 22 Roman wells rehabilitated 
Number of persons with improved access to water  120,000 11,000 
Number of water storage tanks installed in schools  75 No funding received 

 
In cooperation with the local community and the resident population, UNDP experts surveyed well 
sites in the affected area.  The selection criteria were: 
• Location; 
• Depth; 
• Water level; 
• Opening and well diameter at various depths; 
• Type of road leading to the well; 
• Number of beneficiaries and power resources. 
 
Sector activities aim to improve access in quality and quantity to potable water for the most vulnerable 
and severely affected populations of the north-east.  SDRP sector objectives remain valid at the time 
of MTR.  Activities include: 
1. Improving provision of potable water among the affected population, with a view to reducing 

migration; 
2. Improving the quality of supplied water and increasing the capacity of the water institutions for 

water quality management; 
3. Providing and increasing water amounts to schools, with a view to reducing student dropout 

rates. 
 
 
 
 

3.2.3 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 

Indicator Target Achieved as of MTR 
Percentage of pregnant women provided 
with ferrous folic acid  100% No funding received 

Measles immunization coverage 95% of children under-five in the 
drought-affected areas No funding received 

Number of centres providing timely 
reporting on communicable diseases  100% No funding received 

Number of health workers trained on 
proper growth monitoring  100% No funding received 

Percentage of iron deficiency anaemia in 
children 6 to 12 years  10% No funding received 

 
UNICEF will provide therapeutic feeding to severely malnourished children under-five using RUSF.  
This will be done in collaboration with WFP to ensure the best access and identification of 
malnourished children, through promotion at food distribution points.  Therapeutic food will be 
delivered in Al-Shaddadi district.   
 
In 2008, UNICEF established a nutrition surveillance system.  This is gradually expanding and should 
yield initial enhanced malnutrition data by the beginning of 2010. 
 
At the time of the MTR, SDRP objectives remain valid.  These objectives are: 
• Support pregnant and lactating women by providing them with ferrous folic acid tablets and 

preventing anaemia; 
• Where necessary, conduct measles immunization campaigns, especially in peri-urban migrant 

settlements, and distribute vitamin A; 
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• Strengthen the surveillance system for communicable diseases; 
• Conduct health education and awareness campaigns, and distribute educational materials, 

hygiene supplies and materials; 
• Extend and strengthen the nutrition surveillance, including training of health workers on proper 

growth monitoring; 
• Support emergency departments in health centres and hospitals to manage cases of acute 

asthmatic attacks and respiratory infections; 
• Conduct local survey to estimate the prevalence of anaemia among school children. 
 
There are no changes to SDRP projects in this sector. 
 
 
 

3.2.4 EDUCATION 
 

Indicator Target Achieved as of MTR 
School dropout rate in the targeted schools (target to be identified) No funding received 
Number of teachers trained on pedagogy of child-
friendly school (CFS) 

(target to be identified) No funding received 

Number of students who received the education kits 
and attend schools in the drought-affected areas  
Number of schools supplied with school supplies and 
equipment to enrol those immigrant children from the 
drought-affected areas  

(target to be identified) No funding received 

 
The extended drought has depleted families’ livelihoods and coping mechanisms to deal with the 
shortage of food and income.  This has directly affected school enrolment, with high dropout rates in 
the past two years.  According to a UN needs assessment, enrolment in some schools in eastern 
Syria has decreased between 70% and 80%.  Some children were taken out of school in April 2008, 
and hope to return by the end of 2009 or early 2010 if the situation improves.  An example can be 
seen in Al-Neriiah village: a UN assessment mission found that a school with capacity for 100 students 
had only 15 students attend during the school year 2008/2009.  A Government report on drought 
impact in Hassakeh Governorate, prepared in June 2009, states that 19 schools have closed in the 
districts of Tel Tamer, Al Shadadi, Tal Hamis, Amuda, Kamishli, Ras Al Eim.  In Hassake Governorate, 
7,380 children have dropped out of school.  In Dayr Ez-Zawr Governorate (population 1.1 million), at 
least 13,250 students have dropped out of schools in the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 academic years. 
 
According to the heads of households interviewed by the UN assessment missions, the necessity to 
cover families’ daily needs had to be given priority ahead of school attendance.  Many drought-
affected households cannot afford to send their children to school due to: (a) financial hardship; (b) 
increased cost of transportation and distance; (c) migration of children with their families who left the 
villages to other areas in search of work; (d) employment of children to earn additional income for 
households, which presently overrides all other priorities because of the question of survival.   
 
In new and spontaneous settlements in western Syria inhabited by migrants from drought-affected 
areas, children work with their parents in agriculture fields to support their families.  Many of them do 
not attend school.  The living conditions in camps are not suitable for studying as all the family 
members share one tent. 
 
Although this sector had not received funds at the time of the MTR, the sector objectives remain valid.  
These objectives are: 
• Reduce high dropout rates;  
• Build teachers’ capacity to cope with the teaching/learning process to improve quality of 

education; 
• Enhance better parenting to participate in managing and supporting educational initiatives; 
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• Build capacity of schools as institutions to handle additional number of drought-affected migrant 
children to attend schools.   

 
There are no changes to SDRP projects in this sector. 
 
 
3.2.5 AGRICULTURE AND LIVELIHOODS 
 

Indicator Target Achieved as of MTR 

Amount of seeds distributed  9,000 MTs 
1,455 MTs of barley seeds and 7,665 MTs 
of wheat seeds 

Number of beneficiary households for 
seeds distribution  

18,000 10,000 

Time frame of wheat and barley seeds 
distribution  

In time for 2009/2010 
planting season 

December 2009 

Amount of animal feeds distributed  9,450 MTs 4,417 MTs 
Number of beneficiary households for 
fodder distribution  

20,000 12,026 

Number of animals per household  10 10 

Duration of the animal feed ration  Three months 
Distribution of 50% of the planned ration 
began at the end of Nov ember 2009 

Average amount of micro-grants  $800 No funding received 
Number of beneficiary households 
receiving micro-grants  

5,000 No funding received 

Number of persons benefiting from 
business skills training/development  

(target to be 
identified) 

No funding received 

National drought strategy implemented 
effectively 

National drought- 
strategy implemented 

No funding received 

EWS coverage and efficiency enhanced  
(target to be 
identified) 

FAO will implement a project to expand the 
drought EWS to cover the whole territory 
and to strengthen the functional capacity 
and efficiency of the EWS Unit 

Number of migrants who received 
assistance upon return  

40,000 No funding received 

 
In coordination with MoAAR, other related government institutions and other NGO partners, FAO 
planned to assist up to 18,000 destitute farmers.  However, as the programme has been under funded 
and the sowing time will finish by the end of December 2009, the programme’s target was reduced to 
10,000 destitute farmers in the most affected areas, with special focus given to those in the north-
eastern governorates of Al Hassakeh, Ar Raqqah and Deir Ezzor.  Each beneficiary farmer will receive 
300kg of high-quality seeds of local varieties of wheat and barley, plus smaller potential drought-
tolerant crops, especially food legumes.  This will enable the cultivation of 30,000ha of land (an 
average of three hectares per beneficiary farmer).  The beneficiary farmers will be selected from those 
who have completely lost their harvests due to the drought in the three governorates and possess less 
than 10ha.  It is expected that the Government/MoAAR will support the remaining affected farmers.   
 
The reduced quantity of seeds to be provided are expected to produce 60,000 MTs of wheat and 
barley, instead of 108,000 MTs planned earlier.  The produced quantities are sufficient to cover 
beneficiary households’ consumption needs of wheat (estimated at 170kg and 35kg per capita per 
annum for wheat and barley, respectively) and produce a surplus of 380kg of wheat or barley per 
beneficiary household.  The surplus could be sold on the market to generate a minimum of $230 of 
supplementary income per beneficiary farmer.  It is anticipated that the sale of the surplus will 
contribute to stabilizing local food prices.   
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SDRP sector objectives remain valid at the time of the MTR.  These objectives are: 
• Build community resilience to drought; 
• Support the livelihoods and household food security of the most destitute drought-affected 

farmers and herders; 
• Mitigate the associated rise in food prices. 
 
These objectives shall be achieved through:  
• Ensuring that farmers in rain-fed areas can access seeds of local varieties of drought-tolerant 

wheat, barley and other potential crops for the 2009/2010 cropping season; 
• Sustaining the remaining asset base of vulnerable small-scale herders by providing animal feed 

to the most destitute; 
• Assisting with crop diversification, and water and soil appropriate management; 
• Supporting creation of new income sources for most vulnerable farmers and herders, which 

could be agriculture or non-agriculture base; 
• Assisting in building Government capacity to implement the prepared drought mitigation strategy 

and EWS; 
• Helping migrants to restart their livelihoods in their areas of origin. 
 
Changes to SDRP projects: 
• The planting season is almost over and no funding (except for a CERF grant) has been 

received.  Therefore, requirements for the FAO project Emergency Response to Support 
Livelihoods and Food Security of the Destitute Farmers in the North-Eastern Governorates in 
Syria have been decreased from $4,989,450 to $3,164,620.  A total of $2,573,500 from the total 
amount is provided by CERF and other donors.  The Government of Syria provided $720,000. 

• In addition, the IOM project Assisted Voluntary Return to Drought-affected Areas revised its 
requirements from $4,757,000 to $1,923,032. 

 
The total revised requirements for this sector are $13,426,002.  The amount constitutes a 23% 
decrease from the initial amount.    
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ANNEX I. FULL PROJECT LIST AND FUNDING TABLES 

Project Code Appealing 
Agency 

Project Title Original 
Requirements

($) 

Revised 
Requirements

($) 

Funding 
 

($) 

%  
Covered 

Unmet 
Requirements 

($) 

Priority 

AGRICULTURE/LIVELIHOODS 

SYR-
09/A/25688/R/123 FAO 

Emergency 
Response to 
Support 
Livelihoods and 
Food Security of 
the Destitute 
Farmers in the 
North Eastern 
Governorates in 
Syria 

4,989,050 3,164,620 1,748,675 55% 1,415,945 Time-
critical 

SYR-
09/A/25689/123 FAO 

Emergency 
Response to 
Support Food 
Security and Life 
Sustaining of the 
Destitute Small 
Herders in the 
North Eastern 
Governorates 
and the Badia 

7,400,000 7,400,000 348,675 5% 7,051,325 Time-
critical 

SYR-
09/A/25691/123 FAO 

Capacity-building 
for 
Implementation 
of the National 
Drought Strategy 

462,200 462,200 - 0% 462,200 
Stabiliza-
tion and 
resilience 

SYR-
09/A/25692/R/123

FAO 
Development of a 
Drought Early 
Warning System 

433,333 476,150 476,150 100% - 
Stabiliza-
tion and 
resilience 

SYR-
09/A/25694/R/298

IOM 

Assisted 
Voluntary Return 
to Drought-
Affected Areas 

4,757,000 1,923,032 - 0% 1,923,032 
Stabiliza-
tion and 
resilience 

SYR-
09/ER/25693/776 UNDP 

Livelihoods 
Support for the 
Most Vulnerable 
Communities in 
the North Eastern 
Region 

2,333,333 2,333,333 - 0% 2,333,333 
Stabiliza-
tion and 
resilience 

Sub total for AGRICULTURE/LIVELIHOODS 20,374,916 15,759,335 2,573,500 16% 13,185,835  

EDUCATION 

SYR-
09/E/25696/124 UNICEF 

Education 
support to 
Drought- Affected 
People in NE 
Syria 

675,000 675,000 - 0% 675,000 
Immediate 
assistance 

Sub total for EDUCATION 675,000 675,000 - 0% 675,000  

FOOD 

SYR-
09/F/25695/561 WFP 

Drought Relief 
Emergency Food 
Assistance 

27,275,100 22,330,337 5,418,368 24% 16,911,969 Time-
critical 

SYR-
09/F/25697/6443

Qatar Red 
Crescent 

Provision of dry 
Food Ration to 
the Most 
Vulnerable 
Families 

1,653,000 1,653,000 - 0% 1,653,000 
Immediate 
assistance 

Sub total for FOOD 28,928,100 23,983,337 5,418,368 23% 18,564,969  

HEALTH/NUTRITION 

http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25688/R/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25688/R/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25689/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25689/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25691/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25691/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25692/R/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25692/R/123
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25694/R/298
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/A/25694/R/298
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/ER/25693/776
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/ER/25693/776
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/E/25696/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/E/25696/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/F/25695/561
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/F/25695/561
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/F/25697/6443
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/F/25697/6443
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Project Code Appealing 
Agency 

Project Title Original 
Requirements

($) 

Revised 
Requirements

($) 

Funding 
 

($) 

%  
Covered 

Unmet 
Requirements 

($) 

Priority 

SYR-
09/H/25698/R/6443

Qatar Red 
Crescent 

Operation of  
Clinics, BHU & 
Mobile Clinics In 
Dayr Ezzor And 
Hassekah 
Provinces 

120,000 429,300 - 0% 429,300 
Immediate 
assistance 

SYR-
09/H/25699/122 WHO 

Reducing the 
Morbidity and 
Mortality of 
Under-five 
Children Due to 
Measles and of 
the General 
Population Due 
to Communicable 
and Respiratory 
Diseases in the 
Drought-affected 
Areas 

588,500 588,500 - 0% 588,500 
Immediate 
assistance 

SYR-
09/H/25700/124 UNICEF 

Monitoring the 
Nutrition Status 
of Under-five 
Children in 
Drought Area in 
North eastern 
Goverorates, and 
in Drought 
Migrants’ 
Settlements 

520,000 520,000 263,327 51% 256,673 Immediate 
assistance 

Sub total for HEALTH/NUTRITION 1,228,500 1,537,800 263,327 17% 1,274,473  

WATER/SANITATION 

SYR-
09/WS/25701/124 UNICEF 

Providing Access 
for Improved 
Quality and 
Quantity of  
Clean Water for 
Affected 
Population at  NE 
Region 

630,000 630,000 - 0% 630,000 
Immediate 
assistance 

SYR-
09/WS/25702/776 UNDP 

Provision of 
Reverse Osmosis 
Units to Secure 
Sustainable 
Access to Clean 
Drinking Water to 
15,000 People in 
Drought-Affected 
Areas 

502,900 502,900 - 0% 502,900 Immediate 
assistance 

SYR-
09/WS/25703/776 UNDP 

Rehabilitation of 
Roman Wells to 
Secure 
Sustainable 
Access to Clean 
Drinking Water to 
45,000 People in 
Drought-affected 
Areas 

599,200 599,200 200,000 33% 399,200 Immediate 
assistance 

Sub total for WATER/SANITATION 1,732,100 1,732,100 200,000 12% 1,532,100  

 

Grand Total 52,938,616 43,687,572 8,455,195 19% 35,232,377  

 

http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25698/R/6443
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25698/R/6443
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25699/122
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25699/122
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25700/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/H/25700/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25701/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25701/124
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25702/776
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25702/776
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25703/776
http://ocha.unog.ch/ops/reports/publicreports.aspx?appealid=863&rtype=APS&Projectcode=SYR-09/WS/25703/776
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Appealing Organization Funding Description Uncommitted
Pledges 

Table V: List of commitments/contributions and pledges to projects not listed in the Appeal 
Other humanitarian funding to Syria Arab Republic - Drought 2009 

as of 11 February 2010 
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts  

Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors and appealing organizations. 

Values in US$ 

Donor 

Food assistance to the victims of the drought in Syria 
[ECHO/-FA/BUD/2009/09000] 

UN Agencies, NGOs and Red 
Cross 

 -  3,012,048 European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid Office 

Food aid  - The contribution is not against the appeal but it is against the 
emergency operation (EMOP 10778.0). 
 [ECHO/-FA/BUD/2009/04005] 

WFP  1,406,470  -European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid Office 

Drought relief (through the Finnish Red Cross) Finland RC  581,395  -Finland 

To assist affected population in the north-east (MDRSY001) IFRC  147,929  -Italy 

Food aid IFRC  425,653  -Sweden 

Grand Total  2,561,447  3,012,048 

the actual payment of funds or transfer of in-kind goods from the donor to the recipient entity.       
 

Contribution:  

creation of a legal, contractual obligation between the donor and recipient entity, specifying the amount to be contributed.  
 

Commitment:  

a non-binding announcement of an intended contribution or allocation by the donor. ("Uncommitted pledge" on these tables indicates the balance of original 
pledges not yet committed).    

Pledge:  

NOTE: "Funding" means Contributions + Commitments + Carry-over 

The list of projects and the figures for their funding requirements in this document are a snapshot as of 11 February 2010. For continuously updated information on projects, funding 
requirements, and contributions to date, visit the Financial Tracking Service (www.reliefweb.int/fts). 
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Table VI: Summary of requirements, commitments/contributions and pledges (grouped by IASC standard sector) 
Syria Drought Response Plan (Revised) (July 2009 - June 2010) 

as of 11 February 2010 
http://www.reliefweb.int/fts 

Unmet 
Requirements 

Funding Revised 
Requirements 

Original 
Requirements 

Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors and appealing organizations 

Uncommitted
Pledges 

% 
Covered 

Sector 

A B C B-C D C/B Value in US$ 

13,426,002  18,041,583  10,852,502  -2,573,500  19%AGRICULTURE 

2,333,333  2,333,333  2,333,333  - -  0%ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

675,000 675,000  675,000  - -  0%EDUCATION 

23,983,337  28,928,100  18,564,969  -5,418,368  23%FOOD 

1,537,800  1,228,500  1,274,473  -263,327  17%HEALTH 

1,732,100  1,732,100  1,532,100  -200,000  12%WATER AND SANITATION 

GRAND TOTAL 43,687,572  52,938,616  35,232,377  -8,455,195  19%

the actual payment of funds or transfer of in-kind goods from the donor to the recipient entity.       
 

Contribution:  

creation of a legal, contractual obligation between the donor and recipient entity, specifying the amount to be contributed.  
 

Commitment:  

a non-binding announcement of an intended contribution or allocation by the donor. ("Uncommitted pledge" on these tables indicates the balance of original pledges not 
yet committed).    

Pledge:  

NOTE: "Funding" means Contributions + Commitments + Carry-over 

The list of projects and the figures for their funding requirements in this document are a snapshot as of 11 February 2010. For continuously updated information on projects, funding 
requirements, and contributions to date, visit the Financial Tracking Service (www.reliefweb.int/fts). 
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ANNEX II. ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

CERF Central Emergency Response Fund 
CFS child-friendly school 
 
EFSA Emergency Food Security Assessment 
EWS early warning system 
 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
FTS Financial Tracking Service 
 
ha hectare 
 
IOM International Organization for Migration 
 
JNAM Joint UN Needs Assessment Mission 
 
kcal kilocalorie 
kg kilogram 
 
MoAAR Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
mm millimetre 
MoE Ministry of Education 
MoHC Ministry of Health and Construction 
MoH Ministry of Health 
MTR Mid-Term Review 
MTs metric tons 
 
NGO(s) non-governmental organization(s) 
 
PHC primary health care  
 
QRCS Qatar Red Crescent Society 
 
RUSF ready-to-use supplementary food 
 
SDRP Syria Drought Response Plan 
SPC State Planning Commission (Government of Syria) 
 
UN United Nations 
UNCT United Nations Country Team 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
 
WFP World Food Programme 
WHO World Health Organization 
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