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IMMEDIATE CHILD PROTECTION NEEDS

CHILD PROTECTION RESPONSE STRATEGIES

Remote services and psychosocial support. Due to 
the inaccessibility of certain areas, psychosocial support 
is being provided by Child Protection actors remotely. 
This is done either through dedicated helplines, or 
online through messaging applications. In addition to 
this, psychosocial support will be provided to children 
and families in-person where it is possible to do so.

Provision of NFIs and multipurpose cash assistance. 
Due to the overwhelming urgent basic needs of the 
affected population, Child Protection actors are 
working to provide basic items to those in need. Cash 
or voucher assistance is also being used as a response 
modality.

Basic needs. Child Protection actors report that children and their families require basic needs, in particular medicine, 
as well as fuel, food, water, and other non-food items. Price increases and availability of basic supplies has exacerbated 
lack of access to such basic needs. Of particular concern are recently-born children who are acutely vulnerable. 

Dangers and injuries. Children and adults face the risk of injury or death due to conflict, in particular due to shelling or 
explosive ordnances. Many children are reported to have been injured or have died due to the immediate risks they 
face outside, or as a result of buildings or structures being shelled or collapsing. As of 22nd March 2022, OHCHR 
confirmed that 78 children had died, whilst the Ukraine prosecutor’s office has claimed (as of 23rd March) that 121 
children had died. The actual figures are believed to be considerably higher.

Children in institutional care. Before the escalation of conflict, 100 000 children in Ukraine were residing in 
institutional care (Save 2022). A 2020 UNICEF report noted that an increasing percentage of these children have 
disabilities. There are reports of institutions trying to move children to safety – either internally (from East to West), or 
across the border. As of 19th March, the Ministry of Social Policy said that 4,894 children have been evacuated (52% in 
Ukraine, 48% abroad). Destination oblasts with the most relocations are Zakarpattia (24%), Lviv (24%), and Ivano-
Frankivsk (15%). Destination countries with the most relocations are Poland (71%), Germany (13%), and Romania (4%).

Children on the move and unaccompanied and separated children. Children have been displaced due to the 
conflict, with many IDPs moving to the West where there is less conflict, or crossing the border into neighbouring 
countries. 61% of IDPs surveyed by IOM report a child aged 5-18 in their household, and 28% of IDPs report a child 
under 5 in their household. Unaccompanied and separated children are reported to account for an unusually high 
percentage of refugees. Children are also reported to be leaving cities on foot by themselves. There is a high risk of 
exploitation and trafficking, with some media outlets reporting that trafficking groups are operating in border areas. 
Children leaving, or evacuated, from cities are unlikely to know about the humanitarian assistance available to them.

Mental health and psychosocial distress. Many children are living in extreme environments, such as basements, as 
they seek safety from artillery attacks. Psychosocial distress and trauma related to the conflict is an urgent need that 
needs to be addressed.

Unaccompanied and separated children (UASC). Due to the particular vulnerabilities that UASC face, a UASC working 
group is established, and the CP Sub-Cluster and its members are liaising with government to create procedures for 
evacuating children. International organisations working on the evacuation of children are being urged to coordinate 
with the appropriate authorities.

© UNICEF/UN0599229/Moldovan FILE PHOTO: A girl sits with some luggage by the side of a road near 
the Ukraine-Romania border. 
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CHILD PROTECTION ACTORS ON THE GROUND (as of 23rd March 2022)

• UNICEF is exploring the possibility of replicating the success of the ‘Blue Dot’ child-friendly spaces to provide critical
support to children and families on the move.

• Guidance is being developed on protection standards for safe passage and evacuation of civilians, including
children.

• Lumos is working with specific oblast authorities to provide targeted assistance to children in vulnerable situations,
including children in residential care, emergency foster care and rapidly reintegrated children. Lumos is also
providing psychological assistance to parents, caregivers and children, and is in contact with oblast authorities to
assess children’s needs.

• Proliska delivered toys and various materials for child and adolescent development that will be used to equip
children's corners at three metro stations. All metropolitan stations in Kharkiv will be equipped with children's
corners.

• Eight additional partners in child protection and education have been identified, and efforts are ongoing to scale up
the response in case management, psychosocial support for children and families and to provide psychosocial first
aid training to teachers.

• Fifty mobile teams are being mobilized to provide psychosocial care to children and caregivers in government-
controlled areas, as well as case management support for the most vulnerable families with children, including those
at risk of gender-based violence (GBV).

• Psychosocial support and other services are currently being provided online from basements until the security
situation allows face-to-face service provision. Additional teams composed of psychologists, health and/or social
workers providing first aid and psychological support in affected areas are currently being supported by partners.
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RESPONSE SO FAR (up to 18th March 2022)
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• Ai.Bi Friends of Children
• Avalyst
• Caritas
• Child Smile

• Gorenie
• La Strada
• Lumos
• People in Need

• Proliska
• Rozvitok
• Save the Children
• Slavic Heart

• SOS Children’s Villages
• UNICEF
• Women’s Consortium
• Yellow-Blue Wings
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The mapping presented 
here represents reports 
from Child Protection 
partners on the location 
of their services – though 
this is not reported due 
to data sensitivity.

This is not intended to 
be exhaustive, and it is 
likely that some services 
have not been reported, 
or are not represented 
as they operate across 
the whole of Ukraine 
(e.g. helplines)

4 organisations 
report services

Partners are strongly 
encouraged to report their 
services. Please contact 
Kateryna Martynenko at 
kmartynenko@unicef.org
to find out how to report
services.
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