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TOTAL U.S. GOVERNMENT HUMANITARIAN FUNDING USAID/BHA1 $54,544,708  

For the Burkina Faso Response in FY 2021 State/PRM2 $27,225,000 
 

For complete funding breakdown with partners, see detailed chart on page 7 Total $81,769,708 
 

 
1 USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance (USAID/BHA) 
2 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM)  
 
 

 

 

 Deteriorating security conditions in eastern 

and northern Burkina Faso have resulted in 

hundreds of civilian casualties and a rapid 

increase in the internally displaced population 

since April.  

 In recent months, increasing OAG activity 

and attacks on population centers in 

Cascades Region have driven increased 

humanitarian needs and marked an expansion 

of the complex emergency in Burkina Faso. 

 Armed conflict and insecurity-related 

displacement continue to disrupt agriculture 

and livelihoods in Burkina Faso, contributing 

to deteriorating food security conditions.  

 

20.9 
MILLION 

Estimated  
Population  

of Burkina Faso 
 

World Bank – 2020 

2.9 
MILLION 

Projected Acutely 
Food-Insecure 

Population for 2021 
Lean Season 

 CH – April 2021 

3.5 
MILLION 

Estimated Number of 

People in Need of 
Humanitarian 

Assistance 

 UN – March 2021 

1.4 
MILLION 

Estimated  
Number of IDPs  

in Burkina Faso 
 

UNHCR – August 2021 

23,610 
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Number of Refugees  
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UNHCR – September 2021 
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  

OAG Activity Drives 30 Percent Increase in IDP Population Since January 

Increasingly frequent organized armed group (OAG) attacks on civilians and intercommunal clashes 

between agriculturalist and pastoralist communities have contributed to growing displacement, 

protection risks, and humanitarian access restrictions throughout Burkina Faso since April, relief actors 

report. OAG elements have attacked population centers throughout the country’s Centre -Nord, Est, 

Nord, and Sahel regions in recent months, including an attack on a civilian convoy traveling between 

Sahel’s Arbinda and Gorgadji departments in mid-August that resulted in the deaths of 59 civilians. A 

previous OAG attack in Sahel’s Solhan Department in early June resulted in the displacement of 

approximately 7,000 people and at least 138 deaths, representing the deadliest attack recorded in the 

country in five years, international media report. Overall, insecurity resulted in at least 298 civilian 

deaths across Burkina Faso during the second quarter of 2021, representing a nearly 250 percent 

increase from the 86 civilian deaths recorded between January and March, according to the UN. 

Moreover, the number of attacks on civilian populations in the country increased by more than 30 

percent between the second half of 2020 and the first half of 2021, according to a USAID/BHA non-

governmental organization (NGO) partner. In addition, the number of people experiencing conflict-

related protection violations in Est, Nord, and Sahel increased by nearly 240 percent from nearly 3,500 

people in April and May to nearly 12,000 people in June and July, according to State/PRM partner the 

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  

 

Intensifying OAG attacks, clashes between OAG elements and security forces, and intercommunal 

fighting have contributed to a dramatic increase in Burkina Faso’s internally displaced population  in 2021. 

More than 1.4 million people were internally displaced in the country as of August 2021, representing a 

nearly 30 percent increase in the displaced population since late January , according to the Burkinabe 

Council for Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation. The rate of insecurity-induced displacement increased 

rapidly beginning in April; an average of 13,000 people fled their homes due to violence each week 

between April and early September, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) reports. Internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) remain concentrated in Centre-Nord and Sahel regions, which account for more than 70 

percent of Burkina Faso’s total IDP population, according to UNHCR. Many IDPs have been displaced 

multiple times due to repeated OAG attacks and as a result of precautionary movements to avoid 

potential attacks. The growing IDP population continues to strain host community resources and 

increase risks of communicable disease outbreaks due to overcrowding in host communities, relief 

actors report. Many IDP households face a lack of available housing, high rent costs, threats of eviction, 

and a lack of access to agricultural land, according to an April protection monitoring report. Relief 

actors have appealed to the Government of Burkina Faso (GoBF) to approve increased access to IDP 

communities to complement the response of local authorities.  

 

OAG actors have increasingly targeted public infrastructure—including churches, civilian transport, 

markets, medical facilities, and schools—in recent months, according to the UN Security Council. OAG 

activity and armed conflict have resulted in the closure or reduced operation of approximately 25 

percent of all health facilities in Burkina Faso, according to the Health Cluster—the coordinating body 

for humanitarian health activities, comprising UN agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders. Moreover, 

intensified attacks along main roads, irregular vehicle checkpoints, and roadside improvised explosive 

devices have further restricted access to at-risk, conflict-affected communities, with humanitarian actors 

reporting insecurity-related access constraints in nearly 50 percent of all assessed communes as of 

August. Infrastructure damage and reduced access continue to limit relief workers’ ability to provide 

urgently needed food, health and shelter assistance to conflict-affected communities throughout Burkina 
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Faso. As a result, humanitarian actors are increasingly relying on the UN World Food Program (WFP)-

managed and USAID/BHA-supported UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) to deliver life-saving 

assistance, particularly in Sahel.  

 

Growing Insecurity Drives Humanitarian Need in Cascades   

Increased OAG activity and conflict between OAG elements and local community defense groups have 

resulted in new displacement and growing humanitarian needs in Cascades Region in recent months, 

marking an unprecedented expansion of OAG-related violence into southwestern Burkina Faso, 

according to international media and humanitarian actors. As of late August, nearly 10,100 people were 

internally displaced in the region, marking a nearly 25 percent increase in the IDP population since 

December 2020. In subsequent weeks, UNHCR recorded a series of attacks on the villages of 

Noumoutiédougou and Sirakoro in Cascades’ Comoé Province, near the border with Côte d'Ivoire, in 

mid-September. The attacks prompted the displacement of approximately 6,300 people from at least 12 

villages to Comoé’s Mangodara town, where a rapid assessment revealed that the newly displaced 

population was in urgent need of emergency food, nutrition, shelter, and health care assistance, 

according to the UN.  

 

Insecurity Exacerbates Food Insecurity,  Malnutrition  

Armed conflict, OAG attacks, and general insecurity continue to drive 

deteriorating acute food insecurity conditions throughout Burkina Faso. 

Nearly 2.9 million people likely experienced Crisis—IPC 3—or worse 

levels of acute food insecurity during the June-to-August lean season, 

representing an increase of more than 30 percent compared to the 2020 

lean season, according to a Cadre Harmonisé (CH) food security 

analysis.4 Widespread displacement has led to the abandonment of food 

stocks and livestock in conflict-affected areas and decreased access to 

agricultural fields throughout Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel 

regions, reducing agricultural production and livelihood opportunities 

and forcing communities to rely more heavily on markets. However, 

OAG actors also regularly attack markets and major roads in northern 

and eastern Burkina Faso, further reducing displaced and other conflict-

affected communities’ access to food sources. In addition, growing IDP 

populations have increased demand for food supplies in host 

communities, resulting in rising food prices, according to the Famine 

Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET). As of September, 

average staple prices remained between 7 and 30 percent above five-

year averages. In response to low food supplies and high prices, food-

insecure IDP and host community households are increasingly resorting to negative coping mechanisms, 

including decreasing the quantity and quality of food consumed every day.  

 

Growing conflict-related food insecurity is driving widespread acute malnutrition conditions in eastern 

and northern Burkina Faso. Nearly 632,000 children five years of age or younger and 129,000 pregnant 

or lactating women across the country likely experienced wasting—the deadliest form of malnutrition—

between October 2020 and July 2021, according to an IPC acute malnutrition analysis. Low dietary 

 
3 Estimates based on the March 2021 CH analysis.  
4 The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is a standardized tool that aims to classify the severity and magnitude of food insecurity. The IPC scale, 

comparable across countries, ranges from Minimal—IPC 1—to Famine—IPC 5. The Cadre Harmonisé (CH), a separate tool used only in West Africa, has a similar scale 
ranging from Minimal—Phase 1—to Famine—Phase 5. 

CH Phase Classifications  

June – August 20213 

Phase 5 
0 

people in 

Catastrophe 

Phase 4 
344,370 

people in 

Emergency 

Phase 3 
2,522,691 

people in Crisis 

Phase 2 
4,764,223 

people in Stress 

Phase 1 
14,074,879 

people Minimally 

Food-Insecure 
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diversity, limited access to safe drinking water, and poor hygiene conditions are exacerbating acute 

malnutrition conditions. Wasting has been most prevalent in the Sahel Region, where humanitarian 

access has been limited, as well as Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre, and Centre-Nord regions.  

 

 

U.S. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NUTRITION 

With nearly $43 million in FY 2021 funding, USAID/BHA is providing life-

saving food and nutrition assistance throughout Burkina Faso, as protracted 

armed conflict and resultant displacement, high commodity prices, low 

agricultural production, and the adverse socioeconomic effects of the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and related mitigation measures 

continue to result in acute food insecurity and malnutrition throughout the 

country. USAID/BHA supports WFP and four international NGOs to 

provide emergency food assistance—in the form of U.S. in-kind food 

commodities, locally and internationally procured foods, cash transfers for 

food, and food vouchers—to conflict-affected households in Boucle du 

Mouhoun, Centre-Est, Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions. 

USAID/BHA also supports the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and two 

NGOs to address rising levels of wasting throughout Burkina Faso, 

providing U.S.-sourced ready-to-use therapeutic foods to prevent and treat 

malnutrition, as well as offering malnutrition screening and case management 

services.  

 

HEALTH  

With approximately $3 million in FY 2021 funding, USAID/BHA supports an 

international NGO partner to provide essential health care services to 

conflict-affected and displaced populations throughout Centre-Nord, Nord, 

and Sahel. Supported health care services include mobile health clinic 

operations, disease surveillance activities, training and capacity building for 

health workers, and provision of essential medicines and medical supplies. In 

addition, with State/PRM support, UNHCR provides health assistance—

including COVID-19 awareness and prevention programming—throughout 

the country. 

 

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE 

USAID/BHA and State/PRM support WASH programming throughout 

Burkina Faso to reduce the spread of communicable diseases and prevalence 

of acute malnutrition among displaced populations and host communities. 

With more than $2.8 million in FY 2021 funding, USAID/BHA partners with 

four international NGOs to support critical WASH activities, including the 

construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation of water systems and 

sanitation and waste management infrastructure for IDPs and at-risk host 

communities. USAID/BHA partners also provide hygiene promotion 

education, hygiene kits, and activities to increase awareness of best 

practices to prevent COVID-19 transmission.  

KEY FIGURES 

 

1.2 Million 
People supported 

monthly during lean 
season with emergency 

food assistance from 

USAID/BHA partner 

WFP  

 

 

$3 Million 
In dedicated USAID/BHA 

support for emergency 

health programming 

 

 

$2.8 Million 
In dedicated USAID/BHA 

support for WASH 
programming 
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SHELTER AND SETTLEMENTS 

Through shelter and settlements programming, the U.S. Government (USG) 

supports the provision of safe, covered living spaces for people who have 

been displaced by conflict and insecurity in Burkina Faso. With more than 

$2.3 million in FY 2021 funding, USAID/BHA partners with four NGOs to 

provide shelter materials and kits to displaced households. In addition, 

USAID/BHA partners provide newly displaced households with essential 

household items to enable them to meet basic needs in the aftermath of 

major displacement events. One NGO partner also provides rent payments 

to landowners hosting IDPs in Centre-Nord, Nord, and Sahel. In addition, 

State/PRM partners UNHCR and the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) provide emergency shelter support and core relief items to 

IDPs, refugees, and host community households.   

 

 

 

 

USG HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR THE BURKINA FASO RESPONSE  IN FY 20211 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/BHA 

Implementing Partners (IPs) 

Agriculture; Economic Recovery and Market 

Systems (ERMS); Food Assistance; Health; 
Humanitarian Coordination, Information 
Management, and Assessments (HCIMA); 

Nutrition; Protection; Shelter and Settlements; 
WASH 

Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, 
Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, Sahel 

$15,558,354 

 

$2.3 Million 
In dedicated USAID/BHA 

support for  

shelter activities 

 

CONTEXT IN BRIEF 

 Beginning in 2012, armed conflict originating in northern Mali spread across the central Sahel, with the 

proliferation of OAGs and surging intercommunal violence generating widespread displacement and 

massive humanitarian needs throughout the entire region. In recent years, OAG activity—including 

increasing attacks on civilian populations—has been concentrated in the tri-border region between Mali, 

Niger, and Burkina Faso’s Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions. As a result, conflict-related 

displacement, protection risks, and disruptions to agriculture and other livelihoods have exacerbated 

existing vulnerabilities and driven increasing needs in eastern and northern Burkina Faso. As of late 

August, conflict and insecurity had internally displaced approximately 1.4 million people in the country, 

including approximately 993,000 people in Centre-Nord and Sahel alone, according to UNHCR.  

 On November 13, 2020, U.S. Ambassador Sandra E. Clark redeclared a disaster due to the ongoing 

complex emergency in Burkina Faso. USAID/BHA and State/PRM continue to support food-insecure and 

vulnerable IDPs, refugees, and host community members with food assistance and other emergency 

interventions to improve agricultural production and revitalize livelihoods. In addition, USAID/BHA and 

State/PRM funding supports the provision of health care, protection services, safe drinking water, shelter 

assistance, and improved WASH infrastructure among conflict-affected communities, as well as technical 

coordination and logistics assistance to streamline the delivery of humanitarian assistance to populations 

in need.  



 6 

UNICEF Nutrition 
Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, 
Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, Sahel 

$1,800,325 

UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

HCIMA Countrywide $900,000 

  Logistics (UNHAS) Countrywide $750,000 

WFP 
Food Assistance - U.S. In-Kind Food 
Commodities2 

Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, 
Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, Sahel 

$19,311,029 

  
Food Assistance - Local, Regional, and 
International Procurement 

Countrywide $16,225,000 

TOTAL USAID/BHA FUNDING $54,544,708 

STATE/PRM 

IPs Multi-Sector Assistance Countrywide $7,175,000 

IOM 
Livelihoods, Protection, Shelter and 
Settlements 

Nord $1,000,000 

UNHCR Multi-Sector Assistance Countrywide $19,050,000 

TOTAL STATE/PRM FUNDING $27,225,000 

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR THE BURKINA FASO RESPONSE IN FY 2021 $81,769,708 

 

 

1 Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds. Funding figures reflect publicly announced funding as of September 30, 2021.  
2 Estimated value of food assistance and transportation costs at time of procurement, subject to change. 

 

 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 

are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for disaster 

responses around the world can be found at interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 

affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse 

space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 

region; and ensure culturally, dietarily, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 

o USAID Center for International Disaster Information: cidi.org 

o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at reliefweb.int.  

 

 
USAID/BHA bulletins appear on the USAID website at usaid.gov/humanitarian-assistance/where-we-work 

https://www.interaction.org/
https://www.cidi.org/how-to-help/why-cash-is-best/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
https://www.usaid.gov/humanitarian-assistance/where-we-work

