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ITALY Sea arrivals dashboard 

 Overview 
In the first eight months of 2021, 39,410 refugees and migrants arrived in Italy by 
sea, compared to 19,339 in the same period last year.  

In August 2021, 10,286 refugees and migrants reached shore in southern Italy, 
compared to 5,326 (+93%) and 1,268 (+711%) in 2020 and 2019 respectively. The 
vast majority of them (8,157) arrived in Sicily, most commonly on the island of 
Lampedusa, where more than half of the total arrivals were recorded (5,798) and 
211 out of 340 disembarkations took place. In line with July 2021, a significant 
number of arrivals was also registered in Calabria in August, where 21 
disembarkations took place accounting for 1,425 new arrivals. In addition, a total of 
582 persons disembarked in Apulia and 122 in Sardinia during the month. 
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Nationality of arrivals 
To date in 2021, the most common country of origin recorded among refugees and migrants reaching Italian shores is Tunisia (28%), 
followed by Bangladesh (13%), Egypt (9%), Côte d'Ivoire (7%), Islamic Republic of Iran (5%), Guinea (4%), Eritrea (4%), Morocco (4%), 
Sudan (4%) and Iraq (3%). While still constituting the major group of sea arrivals by far, the percentage of refugees and migrants arriving 
by sea from Tunisia in August 2021 decreased compared to the previous month (39% of the monthly total compared to 47% in July 
2021). As in June 2021, Egyptian nationals constituted the second largest nationality of arrival in August, accounting for 13 per cent of 
the total arrivals. 
 

 

Most common nationalities of arrivals - January 2020 to August 2021 
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Tunisia 68 26 60 37 498 823 4,292 2,157 1,975 1,276 1,288 478 85 668 335 297 601 977 4,046 4,033

Bangladesh 137 303 15 39 480 293 1,043 782 132 177 731 9 3 410 383 143 1,669 810 778 1,082

Egypt 15 7 44 18 15 60 161 202 173 256 211 102 22 203 71 284 336 776 601 1,287

Côte d'Ivoire 193 90 27 158 288 35 67 106 170 129 498 189 157 682 323 45 203 309 512 551

Islamic Rep. of Iran 48 0 3 0 0 33 32 160 107 270 157 199 1 28 117 88 122 512 462 492

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php


 

 

ITALY Sea arrivals dashboard – August 2021 

 

UNHCR 15 September 2021      more information: data.unhcr.org/mediterranean 
* Accompanied children ** Unaccompanied and separated children 

 

Country of embarkation  
To date in 2021, 46 per cent of sea arrivals in Italy (18,089 persons) departed from Libya, followed by 37 per cent (14,560 persons) 
departing from Tunisia, 13 per cent (4,967 persons) departing from Turkey, 2 per cent (780 persons) departing from Algeria, 1 per cent 
(510 persons) departing from Greece and 1 per cent (504 persons) departing from Egypt, Albania and Montenegro. The majority of persons 
departing from Libya originated from Bangladesh, while the majority of those departing from Tunisia originated from Tunisia and those 
embarking in Turkey originated from the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

 
 

 

Demographics of arrivals 
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From 1 January to 31 August 2021, most sea arrivals were 
adult men (73%), followed by unaccompanied and separated 
children (UASC, 16%), adult women (7%) and accompanied 
children (4%). 

In the first eight months of the year, 2,904 adult women 
reached Italian shores, the vast majority of whom originated 
from Côte d'Ivoire (1,017) followed, to a lesser extent, by 
Tunisia (397) and Guinea (385). 

In the same period, 6,260 UASC arrived in Italy by sea: the 
most common nationalities recorded are Tunisia (1,633), 
Bangladesh (1,160), Egypt (798), Côte d'Ivoire (456), Guinea 
(434) and Eritrea (386), in line with general arrival trends. 
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Men 28,7108,6034,1172,7541,0391,5927301,0791,3501,2299745,243

Women 2,904397151,01710038570384148739

Acc. child.* 1,536409-23270519722173154490

UASC ** 6,2601,6331,1607984567943438659223281,004

Total 39,41011,0425,2783,5802,7821,8221,6461,5571,4641,4591,3047,476

Nationality and demographics of arrivals – January to August 2021
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