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Situation Overview 

The government pre-emptively evacuated over 330,000 people in Northeastern Mindanao and Visayas ahead of 
a potentially devasting impact of the Super Typhoon Rai/Odette. Needs assessments ongoing but hampered by 
flooded and blocked roads and interruption of other lifelines.  

After making the initial landfall in Siargao, Surigao del Norte on 16 December, Typhoon Rai (locally named 
Odette) on 17 December passed through the Sulu Sea packing maximum sustained winds of 155 km/h near the 
center, with gusts up to 235 km/h. It brought torrential rains, violent winds, landslides and storm surges, making 
nine landfalls in seven provinces. Initial assessments indicate flooding, road closures, power interruptions, and 
communication interruptions.  Floods are reported as far as Lanao Del Sur, like Marawi city.  

Wind signal 4 had been raised in many provinces on 16 December, expecting destructive typhoon-force winds, 
and the government pre-emptively evacuated thousands of people from harms way. Strong or higher winds 
extend outward up to 480 km from the center of a typhoon. There is also a moderate to high risk of storm surge 
of up to 3.0 m in height in the next 24 hours which may cause life-threatening flooding in the low-lying coastal 
areas of Negros Provinces, Iloilo, Antique, Guimaras, and several localities in the northern portion of Palawan. 
Rai is expected to exit the Philippines Area of Responsibility on 18 December.  

According to the initial reports of the National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council (NDRRMC) and the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), over 330,000 people have been pre-emptively 
evacuated, 674 evacuation centers are open and as of now one 1 death and 2 injured are reported. The 
onslaught of a typhoon cut essential lifelines, leaving 63 cities and municipalities without electricity, affecting 73 
seaports and cancelling over 160 domestic and international flights. 

Government response efforts 

The NDRRMC has stood up the Response Cluster with the DSWD leading the preparedness and response 
efforts. The Government is pre-positioning family food packs, medicines, rescue kits, lifeboats, transportation, 
logistics and communication equipment. The Quick Response Teams and emergency equipment are on 
standby and ready for deployment.  

Local authorities commenced with a conduct of rapid needs assessment, which is hampered by access issues 
as several roads and bridges are impassable.  Information gathered on direct path of Odette is still very minimal 
at this time, due to down communication and power infrastructure. By using military helicopters, regional 
authorities conducted an initial aerial survey of Siargao and Dinagat islands which are still not accessible. In 
Loboc, Bohol, floods reached the roofs of houses and people were observed standing on their roofs waiting to 
be evacuated. 

Humanitarian partners coordination and response 

The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Gustavo Gonzalez extended Humanitarian Country 
Team's (HCT) coordinated support to augment government's relief efforts. OCHA is coordinating with the Office 
of Civil Defense and regional partners and has already activated UNOSAT Charter for satellite image analysis of 
the initial landfall areas.  

Over the weekend, several humanitarian partners will support a conduct of rapid needs assessment to analyze 
the extent of damage.   

UN agencies, NGO partners, the Philippine Red Cross and the private sector CBi network PDRF are on red 
alert and many commenced conducting situation analysis reports and supporting evacuation operations.  

Humanitarian partners coordinated with the authorities to temporarily lift COVID-19 testing requirements on 
some islands for fully vaccinated humanitarian workers.  
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The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster, through the Department of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT), in collaboration with WFP, has 2 MOVE Sets currently stationed in Surigao City and Ormoc 
City to facilitate access to electricity and internet to the government and partners. IOM is ready to deploy 
assessment teams and about 2,000 USAID-funded tarpaulins alongside DSWD in various locations.  

In Cagayan de Oro City, CARE and ACCORD assisted affected families in urban poor areas to locate possible 
evacuation centers as the primary evacuation centers are already at full capacity. NGO partners have food 
prepositioned and are activating procurement of other in-kind assistance through the ECHO-funded Rapid 
Response Mechanism of the REACH Project. 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Manja Vidic, Head of OCHA Philippines, vidic@un.org 
Almudena Montoliú, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, almudena.montoliu@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit https://www.unocha.org/philippines or www.reliefweb.int.  
To be added or deleted from this mailing list, please e-mail: ochaphilippines@un.org  
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