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Graduation ceremony in Juba – Training (workshop) on engaging men through accountable practice to end gender-based violence © IOM 2021 / Loyce 
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231 persons 
attending 
Protection, GBV 
and PSEA capacity 
building (110 men 
and 121 women)

93 persons 
(staff, volunteers, 
partners) trained 
on protection from 
sexual exploitation 
and abuse 
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General Protection & Mainstreaming

IOM Protection Unit conducted protection assessments in 
Aweil North (Kiir-Adem Payam) and Tonj South. In Aweil 
North, 28 community protection committee members and 
frontline actors (8 women and 20 men) were trained on 
Protection Mainstreaming, including human rights, disability 
inclusion, protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
(PSEA) and prevention of Trafficking in Persons (TiPs). In Twic 
County, Warrap State, the IOM Protection Team supported 
a community protection committee (CPC) of 10 members (3 
women and 7 men) to establish a bakery as a start-up to support 
the committee’s sustainability. Furthermore, IOM identified 
and provided Individual Protection Assistance (IPA) to 101 (68 
women and 33 men) extremely vulnerable persons in different 
locations – 50 in Aweil North, 50 in Tonj South, and 1 in Wau. 
Over 200 face masks were distributed during the registration 
and distribution of protection assistance. 

To support mainstreaming of protection and gender-based 
violence (GBV) in humanitarian operations, At the national level, 
IOM’s conducted sessions on PSEA and GBV mainstreaming 

2,645  individuals 
reached with protection 
& GBV awareness 
messages (647 men,
178 boys and 1,544 
women and 285 girls)
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468 indiduals
provided with 
protection 
assistance (58 men 
& boys and 410 
women & girls)

EMPOWERMENT

AND 

INCLUSION

with the Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 
Cluster members benefitting a total of 38 people (30 men and 
8 women). In Wau, IOM trained CCCM partners benefitting 
18 persons (5 women and 13 men) and MHPSS counsellors, 
animators and facilitators benefitting 37 persons (25 women 
and 12 men) to understand their role in referring GBV survivors 
to services. 

Disability Inclusion

IOM engaged 9 Organisations for Persons with Disabilities 
(OPDs) to strengthen the organisational capacity with 20 
executive members and sign language interpreters (8 women and 
12 men) in Juba. Session with OPD members included leadership 
and planning skills, financial management and communications. 
In addition, non-food items were provided to 8 organisations 
of persons with disabilities in Juba and Rejaf Educational Centre 
for the Blind to support members to help prevent COVID-19 
transmissions and promote safe hygiene practices. 



IOM continued to strengthen the quality and access to 
services for GBV survivors, through the provision of case 
management and psychosocial support with three national 
partner organisations. This quarter, 267 survivors (197 girls, 1 
boy, 66 women, and 4 men) were supported by IOM’s national 
partners; the Strategic Initiative for the Horn of Africa (SIHA) 
network in Wau, The Organisation of Children’s Harmony 
(TOCH) in Jur River , Tonj South and in Juba with the Active 
Youth Agency (AYA).  To support women and girl’s access 
to GBV services and empowerment activities, 240 women 
and girls were reached with psychosocial and skills building, 
awareness raising and life skills activities through three Women 
and Girl Friendly Spaces (WGFSs) in Jur River, Tonj South and 
the peri-urban outskirts of Juba.  

In order to strengthen women’s leadership and contributions 
to community-based development and peacebuilding, 217 
women were trained to increase their confidence and support 
them to participate in decision-making processes. Several 
trainings were held in Tonj South in Warrap State and Kuajena 
in Jur River, Western Bahr el Gazal state to activate women’s 
peace networks to enable their meaningful engagement in 
upholding the Marial Bai peace agreement. Furthermore, 
women involved in managing water, sanitation and hygiene 
promotion activities in their communities were trained in 
Baggari, Busere in Wau North, and Wau town, Naivasha IDP 
camp in Wau, Hai Masna IDP site in Wau South of Western 
Bahr el Gazal State, and Rubkona in Unity State. To foster 
community ownership over women and girls’ friendly spaces, 
IOM worked with national partner Active Youth Agency 
(AYA) in Juba to pilot an approach to forming and sustaining 
women-led governance committees to promote community 
management and operation of the centre to secure future 
benefits for women and girls. 

Dignity Kit demonstration in Kuajiena © IOM 2021 / Nhial BOL

Gender Equality and Women’s empowerment 

Gender-Based Violence Prevention and Response

Young women at risk of engaging in criminalised and gang-related activities in 
Wau work together to define their dreams of a peaceful community. © IOM 
2021 / Cecilia Poni Joshua

To address the root causes of GBV, IOM worked with national 
partners - TOCH, SIHA and AYA - to engage men, women, 
boys and girls in gender and GBV prevention dialogues as part 
of contributing to peacebuilding and improved public health 
in communities. In the conflicting communities of Tonj South 
and Jur River, 481 participants (79 boys, 70 girls, 89 young 
men, 94 young women, 61 older men and 88 older women) 
were engaged through weekly gender and intergenerational 
dialogues to promote positive masculinities and reduce the 
use of violence within and between communities.  Through 
another project targeting ‘at-risk’ youth, 44 youths (22 young 
men and 22 young women) were engaged in gender dialogue 
sessions to prevent youth-related violence in Wau town. In 
addition, IOM has achieved significant success integrating GBV 
prevention approaches as part of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Promotion (WASH) programming by adapting the Engaging 
Men through Accountable Practice (EMAP) approach reaching 
95 people (53 women and 42 men) in ongoing dialogues in 
Wau. InJuba 105 people (57 women, 48 men) graduated from 
the 4 month WASH-related gender dialogue session with 
national partner organization AYA. In addition, awareness 
sessions on GBV integrated with COVID-19 messages, WASH 
and peacebuilding reached to wider community members and 
local leaders totaling 1,584 people (877 women, 195 girls, 413 
men, 99 boys) in project locations, including a campaign for 
menstrual hygiene day to prevent period shaming and child 
marriage. 

Access to Justice

An assessment on Access to Justice was conducted in Wau town to identify priorities for reform in the justice system and 
perceptions of community members and justice actors, which engaged 520 households. In addition, the protection team in Wau 
supported two gender-based violence cases with legal counselling and support for litigation.



As South Sudan enters the eighth year since the outbreak 
of conflict in 2013, women and girls continue to suffer. In 
many locations, they are at risk of attacks by armed men and 
criminalized groups, as well as in their own homes. Those who 
experience violence often do not seek support for recovery due 
to high levels of stigma, risks of retaliation or revictimization, 
limited services available and lack of trust and faith in the 
justice system.

In the short-term, provision of Individual Protection Assistance 
(IPA) aims to alleviate effects of these incidents to meet the 
costs to access medical, psychosocial, or legal services. To 
provide this assistance in Wau, the IOM Protection unit works 
closely with the One Stop Centre at the Teaching Hospital 
to support women and girls with free access to direct legal 
representation that will reduce the number of times survivors 
will be forced to retell their story and access justice on their 
own terms.

IOM’s Legal Assistant has been working with Deborah (not her 
real name), the mother of a girl who was sexually assaulted by 
someone known to the family. Deborah pursued justice through 
the formal legal system for her daughter which led to the trial 
and incarceration of the perpetrator. However, even after the 
court case she still felt unsafe living in the same house. She 
reached out to IOM Protection unit for support and received 
IPA which allowed her to seek safer accommodation for her 
family and they succeeded to move away. 
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Human interest story

Twic community protection committee (CPC) baking skills © IOM 2021 / Kpiosa CHARLES
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