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SITUATION 

In the aftermath of the escalation in Gaza between the Israeli Army and Hamas, along with other armed groups, all 
Humanitarian actors jointly engaged in coordinating the Humanitarian Emergency Response and Early Recovery Plan. On 
the 27th of May, an Inter-Agency Flash Appeal was launched by the Humanitarian Coordinator for the oPt and Deputy 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, requesting US$95 million to support the emergency response over 
the next three months. This would reach 1.1 million Palestinians, and add to the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan, as well 
as the long-term recovery and reconstruction of Gaza. So far only 13% of the amount requested for the Flash Appeal has 
been raised. All coordination and intervention efforts are channelled through the UN OCHA Cluster system. In-depth 
sectorial assessments are ongoing in areas of protection, health, water and sanitation, education and food security. We 
World has actively contributed to the identification of needs, especially within the WASH Cluster.  

Crisis Impact in the Gaza Strip and beyond  

The escalation during the 10th-21st of May between 
Palestinian armed groups in Gaza and Israel Army Forces 
resulted in high casualties, severe infrastructural damage and 
economic and losses.  

As of the end of the conflict, 257 persons have been 
reported dead in the Gaza Strip1. Among those victims, 66 
children and 40 women. A nine-year-old boy was killed on 
the 9th of June due to the explosion of an explosive remnant 
of war (ERW) device, while his brother was severely injured. 
The already compromised humanitarian situation in Gaza 
dramatically worsened due to the latest escalation, with 
severe damage caused to homes, the supply of basic services 
and to infrastructure (including main roads, hospitals, schools 
etc.). Because of the missile strikes from Gaza, 12 casualties have been reported in Israel, including 2 children and 5 women. 
Homes, livelihoods and infrastructure have been damaged. 

The geographical scale of the current conflict has exceeded the previous iterations. The Gaza escalation was in fact 
encompassed by growing unrest and insecurity, not to mention police brutality in both main cities of the West Bank and in 
mixed Israeli cities such as Ramle, Lod, Jaffa, Haifa, Umm al-Fahm, Nazareth, Rahat, Hebron, Nablus, Ma'alot-Tarshiha, 
Bethlehem, Tulkarem, Jenin, and the Qalandia refugee camp2.  

All infrastructure and public services are working on a limited capacity due to 
more prolonged power cuts, and limited access to piped water and fuel. Over 
600.000 students’ education was disrupted due to the conflict, adding to the 
repeated interruptions throughout the year due to COVID19 restrictions. The 
health system’s capacity, already overwhelmed by the pandemic, further 
shrank. 

The restrictions on border crossings, along with damages to roads and 
infrastructure remain major challenges to the emergency response, early 
recovery and reconstruction. 

Infrastructure: Extensive damage to residential and commercial buildings, 

schools and infrastructure has been reported, including main roads (some of 
which lead to the hospitals), electricity networks, water installations and 
agricultural lands. Overall, 15.130 housing structures suffered different 
degrees of damage; with 258 buildings, comprising of 1.148 housing and 
commercial units, 141 government schools and 33 health facilities that are 

totally destroyed. Assessments by specific Clusters are still ongoing.  

Displacement: At least 8.500 people are still displaced, of which 235 people are still sheltered in 2 UNRWA schools while 

 
1 All data were issued by UN Agencies and relevant Local Authorities 
2 https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/israelpalestine/israel-palestine-crisis-causes-consequences-portents 

https://www.ochaopt.org/fa2021
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/israelpalestine/israel-palestine-crisis-causes-consequences-portents


others are staying at host families.  

Health: At least 33 health facilities in the Strip were damaged. By 

the end of the conflict, 28 out of 30 hospitals in Gaza are 
functioning with limited capacity. The risk of Covid-19 
transmission has increased, as the main dedicated facilities have 
suffered major damage. The need for Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) for both children and adults in Gaza 
increased significantly, while health workers themselves are 
experiencing distress. The Health Cluster assessment is ongoing to 
identify damages, capacity and needs.  

Water, Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH): More than 100 Water and 

Sanitation facilities sustained heavy damage – e.g. wastewater 
networks, pipelines, wells, a wastewater pumping station, sewer 
pressure pipelines, desalination plants among the others. The Gaza 
Power Plant is working at a limited capacity due to the lack of fuel. 
This shortage, combined with infrastructural damages, has 
impacted an estimated 400,000 people’s irregular access to piped 
water. The water supply per capita, previously corresponding to 82 

l/c/d, dropped by an estimated 20-41 l/c/d, depending on the area. WASH priority needs identified: emergency fuel, 
hygiene materials, WASH facilities’ rehabilitation, trucked water delivery, solid waste collection, and wastewater cleaning, 
as well as chlorine and operation chemicals for critical WASH facilities.  

Education: Over 100 education facilities3 suffered damage, disrupting the learning of 600,000 students. This includes 

around 59 UNWRA schools, of which 2 are still hosting IDPs. Governmental and UNWRA schools concluded the year due 
to continuous electricity cuts and damages to school infrastructure. An assessment by the Education Cluster around the 
damage in Gaza’s schools is ongoing. Education priority needs identified: resuming remote or in-person learning, repairing 
rehabilitating education facilities (including UNWRA schools that were used as temporary shelters), supporting students’ 
mental health.  

Access: Overall, administrative access restrictions still represent a major challenge. At Erez Crossing, only urgent medical 

cases are allowed to pass through, while in Kerem Shalom only specific basic commodities, including fodder and medical 
supplies, as well as fuel for the private sector and for UNRWA, are allowed. Yet, there are still  severe shortages in fuel, 
animal fodder, essential drugs, construction materials and 
humanitarian goods.  

In the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Israel 

Hostilities in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Israel are 
continuing at present. In the West Bank, 36 Palestinians have 
been killed) and 7,516 were injured by Israeli Security Forces 
and Israeli settlers since the beginning of the hostilities.  

The arrests in East Jerusalem and Israel and the search-and-
arrest operations in the West Bank by Israeli forces have 
doubled since the beginning of the arrest in mid-April – at 
least 798 Palestinians have been arrested, including children. 

Moreover, settlers’ attacks against Palestinians are increasing in 
numbers and violence, particularly in the H2 area of Hebron, 
Masafer Yatta and Kisan village in Bethlehem, with at least 72 
reported attacks marking a significant increase from the previous 
months.  

Demonstrations and unrest continue in East Jerusalem. The 
longstanding court cases over households at risk of forced 
evictions in Sheikh Jarrah4, the Batn al Hawa quarter and Silwan 
neighbourhoods located in East Jerusalem have been postponed 
indefinitely. Since the beginning of May, Israeli forces have 
sieged the five entrances to Karm Al Jaouni, allowing entry only 
to medical staff, UN vehicles and residents upon ID check. On 
5th of June an Al Jazeera journalist covering the events in Sheikh 
Jarrah was detained for some hours and banned from the 

 
3 Including 58 severely damaged, 50 minor damaged  
4 Legal memo on Sheikh Jarrah eviction case: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vt8OArYBc4uqhYCtRf5_sLJXtT4lrZkz/view  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vt8OArYBc4uqhYCtRf5_sLJXtT4lrZkz/view


neighborhood, while on the 7th of June Muna and Mohammed al-Kurd, two Sheikh Jarrah 
residents active in the protests, were arrested for interrogation and released on the same 
night. The decision on the appeal for two residential buildings in Bata al Hawa and Silwan, 
was postponed to the 8th of July. 

Since the beginning of June, a pronounced increase of (re)-demolitions, with severe 
humanitarian consequences, have been observed across the West Bank. While in May, UN 
OCHA reported 5 incidents at the detriment of 13 structures (none of which were donor 
funded) resulting in 9 instances of homelessness, in the first week of June alone, 10 
separate incidents were recorded, in which 29 structures, including 11 donor funded 
properties, were demolished or seized, leaving 44 people homeless.  

This alarming rate of demolitions returns to the record levels of the first two months of 
2021, while there is the growing concern of mass demolition and attempts to forcibly 
transfer communities, including in Masafer Yatta.  
 

WE WORLD INTERVENTION 

We World is continuously contributing to the UN OCHA coordination 
mechanism, including thorough sectorial assessments, especially in 
the WASH, Shelter and Health Clusters. We World is an active 
member of the WASH Cluster, Strategic Advisory Group, focal point 
of the WASH Cluster for the Gaza Middle Area and leader of the 
WASH in Health Working Group. We World is working in full 
coordination with the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG) and 
local authorities in order to plan and implement the immediate 
Humanitarian Emergency Response.  

We World mission in Gaza has currently 6 national staff, with 5 new 
employees recently hired. At the present, no expatriate staff has been 
deployed in the Strip full time. In 2020 and 2021, We World 
interventions in the Gaza Strip were funded by the European Union, 
AICS, UN OCHA and GIZ, and were focused on: a) improving water 
supply and water quality by intervening at a infrastructural level; b) providing electricity supply through sustainable energy 
sources in Households and medical facilities; c) construction/rehabilitation of PWD adapted and gender sensitive sanitation 
facilities; d) innovative and sustainable wastewater management; e) improving the wastewater infrastructure systems. 

On the 2nd of June We World, together with members of the WASH Cluster, met the representatives of the Ministry of 
Water and the Palestinian Water Authority, in order to coordinate the efforts both in the assessment and operations phase 
to present the organization’s operational capacity during this phase. 

Moreover, We World is committed to promoting access to education with no discrimination or exclusion worldwide, with 
our technical expertise in education rights in emergency contexts, such as in Syria, Lebanon and Palestine. In the last year 
alone, we supported the right to education in 13 countries according to three main principles: guaranteeing access to 
school and reducing school drop-outs; promoting the inclusion of the most marginalized groups, and favoring high-quality 
education. In a context in which investing in primary school means promoting the education of underprivileged students, 
we were able, together with local partners and educational institutions, to upgrade 545 primary schools to make them 
accessible and safe places for over 178,500 students, carry out 456 trainings for teachers, reaching 545,000 people.  

We World is also committed in the medium-to-long term in supporting the rebuilding of the social and economic fabric in 
Gaza and people’s livelihoods that were negatively impacted by the bombings. In July 2021, We World, in partnership with 
Save the Children and ILS LEDA, and with the support of the European Union, will initiate the project “GREEN: Gaza Resilient 
Economy and Environment”, aimed at increasing the economic resilience of the Gazan population and preventing long-term 
aid dependency.  

In the next weeks, thanks to We World’s direct funds and the success of the fundraising campaign, We World will start to 
implement urgent WASH and Education interventions in Gaza aimed at restoring the fundamental right to education and 
people’s dignity, while ensuring adequate living conditions for all.  

Considering the May 2021 Escalation Flash Appeal and the following additional assessments, We World has an operational 
capacity for the next 3 months, able to absorb 500.000 USD, for immediate interventions in the sectors of WASH, 
Education, Shelter and Health, to rehabilitate or reconstruct infrastructure, as well as the distribution of drinking water and 
dignified hygiene kits at a household level. 

We World Fundraising & Appeal 

Following the de-escalation, We World launched a 
fundraising campaign in support of women and 
children in the Gaza Strip along with a video with 
testimonies on recent hostilities.  
 
We World have mobilized funds from the HQ to 
respond directly to the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Education facilities, aimed at 
restoring the right to Education and people’s dignity.  
 
We World has a current capacity of intervention for 
500.000 USD in the next three months. 

https://www.weworld.it/en/support-us/campaigns/support-women-and-children-in-gaza
https://fb.watch/62-djg4doN/

