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CAMP CLOSURES : OUTCOMES AND 
EMERGING NEEDS

As of mid-January 2021, four camps for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) remained open in federal Iraq: 
Ja’dah 5 in Ninewa, Ameriyat Al-Fallujah in Anbar, and 
Latifya 1 and 2 in Baghdad. By 31 January 2021, the 
closure of IDP camps initiated by the Government of Iraq 
in October 2020 had seen 46,998 people leave 16 IDP 
camps and informal sites, a total of 23 per cent of all 
camp-based IDPs. Slightly more than 60 per cent of 
families report that their departure was involuntary.

Of 35,251 camp departees who were tracked arriving in a 
new location, 29 per cent were secondarily displaced on 
arrival, with 18 per cent living in substandard 
accommodations such as tents, unfinished buildings, 
unused schools, mosques or makeshift shelters.

Nearly 1,800 households returned to sub-districts with a 
high severity of needs (indicating a lack of livelihoods, 
services, social cohesion and security), namely Al-Baaj, 
Sinjar, Telafar, Al-Hatra and Al-Mosul in Ninewa; Ramadi in 
Anbar; Al-Muqdadiya in Diyala; and Al-Fares, Al-Shirqat, 

Beygee and Balad in Salah-Al Din. Since the end of the 
military operations against the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Levant (ISIL) in 2017, some of these sub-districts have 
seen large-scale returns; others are experiencing their first 
waves. 

The majority of return areas in conflict-affected 
governorates have not seen concerted reconstruction or 
rehabilitation efforts.

The closure of Jad’ah 5 camp, hosting 8,890 people, was 
announced by the Government of Iraq on 23 January 
2021, despite previous communications that a staggered 
closure plan would be enacted in collaboration with 
humanitarian and stabilization actors. Camp 
management partners as well as governorate authorities 
highlighted that many of the residents of Jad’ah 5 had 
high levels of vulnerability and would face significant 
obstacles with onward travel and resettlement, for 
reasons including perceived affiliations with ISIL; lack of 
essential civil documentation; the unavailability of shelter, 
basic services or jobs in areas of origin; the presence of 
explosive remnants of war; and/or ongoing military 
operations in return areas. After concerted advocacy 
efforts by the humanitarian community, the closure of 
Jad’ah 5 was suspended until further assessments could 
be carried out.
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