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UNICEF has warned that an estimated 130,000 children
have been affected and likely require humanitarian
assistance. Children are in need of psychosocial support
(PSS) in response to trauma suffered as a result of the
loss of their homes, displacement, and temporary
relocation. It has been observed that children have been
left without adequate care and attention, with CP AoR
members directly noting different cases (e.g. child
falling, leaving the accommodation centre
unaccompanied). Children face safety risks and have
been observed playing far away from their tents, and risk
getting lost and becoming separated from parents and
caregivers.

Another risk is that the lack of activities in
accommodation centres increases idleness amongst
children, leading to frustration, a lack of stimulation, and
the use of negative coping mechanisms as a result.

The affected population have raised the issue of a lack of
documentation and identification. Many displaced
persons have said that they were unable to take their
belongings during evacuation, including
documentation. A lack of documentation affects the
ability to access basic public services (both that
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Background

Tropical Cyclone Eloise made landfall in
Mozambique on the evening of 23rd January
2021. In particular, the provinces of Sofala,
Manica, Zambezia, Inhambane and Gaza
were affected. As of 28th January, 11 people
had died. The impact of Cyclone Eloise,
following shortly after Tropical Storm Chalane
in late December 2020, includes damage to
physical structures (460 classrooms and 86
health centres damaged, 8,565 houses totally
destroyed, and 17,738 houses partially
destroyed), displacement of 20,012 people,
the flooding of crops (with potential
consequences on food security), and
increased risk of waterborne diseases such as
cholera and diarrheal infections. In total,
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Source: UN OCHA Flash Update 
No. 11 – Tropical Cyclone Eloise

314,369 people have been affected. The 20,012 displaced persons are currently located across 31
accommodation centres in Sofala and Zambezia.
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© UNICEF. A day after Cyclone Eloise, a young man is trying to reach safety in Beira, Sofala.



The provision of PSS activities is a key priority for
Child Protection actors, and IOM and Terre des
Hommes are currently providing psychosocial
support to children and adolescents.

Further identification of Child Protection needs is
critical. UNICEF is currently working with the
Mozambique Social Welfare authorities on
assessing needs. Disaggregation of the displaced
population is required in order to understand the
population groups in need.

There are reports of accommodation centres
using Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) materials regarding referral
pathways in their centres, in order to ensure swift
communication of Child Protection or Gender
Based Violence cases.

Work with community-based structures is
needed to raise awareness of key child
protection risks and issues in the community, but
greater resource is needed to ensure that these
structures operate effectively.

…documentation is required to access certain services, or it is perceived that documentation is required to
access certain services when this may not be the case in reality).

Community-based structures may also be able to respond to Child Protection risks and issues, but report a
lack of resources. One community-based child protection committee reported that they lack basic
materials such as stationary, and airtime to make calls for referrals.

Some temporary accommodation centres, such as schools, will be used in the near future, and further
relocation of displaced persons may occur in the next week or two. There may also be a difficulty in
identifying between displaced persons and students, thus heightening risks of kidnapping of adolescents.
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© UNICEF. A group of children located at an accommodation centre in Beira, Sofala, are 
participating in psychosocial support session lead by Terre des Hommes Italy.


