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KEY FIGURES

1.7M
MIGRANTS ENCOUNTERED AT US-
MEXICO BORDER BETWEEN OCT 
2020 AND SEP 2021

6K
MIGRANTS ESTIMATED TO HAVE 
DEPARTED MEXICO-GUATEMALA 
BORDER FOR THE U.S.

150K+
MIGRANTS PROJECTED TO CROSS 
INTO PANAMA IN 2021

Sources:
• Government of the United States
• Government of Mexico
• Government of Panama
• Government of Chile

REGIONAL: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

US-MEXICO BORDER
According to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP), a record-high 1.7 
million undocumented migrants were 
apprehended at the southern border 
between October 2020 and September 
2021. While monthly numbers slightly 
decreased in September, CBP still 
encountered over 192,000 people at the 
southern border, down from the more 
than 200,000 crossings recorded in both 
July and August. More than 100,000 
migrants encountered by CBP in 
September were expelled from the U.S. 
without being able to claim asylum.

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO
According to officials in Mexico and the 
U.S., a massive migrant caravan, of about 
6,000 people from Haiti, Venezuela, 
Cuba and other Latin American 
countries, departed from the southern 
Mexican city of Tapachula, near the 
Guatemalan border, on 23 October. 
Clashes have already erupted between 
migrants attempting to leave the camp en 
route to the U.S. and Mexican security 
forces.

Mexico continues to face a record-setting 
migration flow, with around 147,000 
irregular migrants identified between 
January and August, a three-fold increase 
compared to 2020. Mexican authorities 
continue to strengthen border security 
operations in 22 of the country’s 32 
states. The U.S., through the Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration 
(PRM), announced US$20 million in 
additional financial assistance to address 
the urgent humanitarian needs of almost 
700,000 vulnerable migrants, refugees 
and asylum-seekers in Central America 
and Mexico.

PANAMA
So far in 2021, more than 100,000 
migrants have made the perilous journey 
through the Darien Gap which straddles 
the Panama-Colombia border. This 
figure is nearly four times higher than 
2020 and 2019 combined. Panamanian 
officials say that the migratory flow 
through Darien, composed mainly of 
Haitians and to a lesser extent Cubans, 
Venezuelans and extra-regional 
migrants from Africa and Asia, will 
top 150,000 in 2021. Panama is calling 
on the 12 Central and South American 
countries along this migratory route to 
roll out a coordinated response approach 
to control the flow and provide 
humanitarian assistance to those on the 
move.

CHILE
The Government set 18 October as 
the deadline for migrants to regularize 
their status in the country or face 
potential expulsion. The move comes 
as the Government continues to 
tighten migration laws while economic 
opportunities for migrants dry up, 
pushing many Haitians, who fled to 
Chile en masse in recent years taking 
advantage of relaxed visa requirements 
and a booming economy, to head 
northward toward Mexico, the U.S. and 
Canada.

According to officials, the Chilean 
Government has issued permanent 
residence to nearly 70,000 Haitians; 
however, another 110,000 lack 
official documentation. In April, the 
Government passed a law to facilitate 
the expulsion of people without legal 
residence, as the entrance of irregular 
migrants between 2020 and 2021, 
mainly from Haiti and Venezuela, rose 
by approximately 82 per cent.
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Cases, deaths & vaccines administered (24 Oct)

Cases +0.4% from 17 Oct

+0.4% from 17 OctDeaths
Vaccines

46,110,511

1,520,409 

692,690,027 +3.8% from 17 Oct

Sources:
• COVID-19 Data Explorer - https://bit.ly/3vsHRP9
• PAHO/WHO

REGIONAL: COVID-19

According to PAHO, Latin America 
and the Caribbean is on track to meet 
WHO’s COVID-19 vaccination target 
of 40 per cent by the end of 2021, as 
the overall vaccination rate for the 
region currently stands at around 39 per 
cent. Nevertheless, some countries are 
lagging significantly behind the regional 
average, with Jamaica, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Haiti, Guatemala and 
Nicaragua yet to fully immunize more 
than 20 per cent of their populations.

In an effort to boost vaccination 
campaigns, PAHO helped fast-track the 
delivery of 1.3 million vaccine doses 
donated by Spain, Germany, the U.S. and 
Canada to Honduras, Guyana, Argentina 
and Jamaica, while also preparing to 
receive COVAX and bilateral shipments 
in Jamaica, Guatemala and Nicaragua. 

PAHO is calling on countries to hire 
and train healthcare professionals to 
scale up vaccination efforts and rollout 
communication campaigns to address 
vaccine hesitancy.
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MEXICO: HURRICANE RICK

Hurricane Rick struck Mexico’s Pacific 
Coast as a Category 2 hurricane on 
25 October, making landfall over the 
southern state of Guerrero and causing 
driving rains, flooding and landslides 
in Guerrero as well as neighbouring 
Michoacán, southern Jalisco, Colima 
and Guanajuato. While Rick has already 
decreased to a tropical storm, Civil 
Protection maintains 712 municipalities 
across 11 states on alert.

Rick is forecast to dissipate over the 
mountainous terrain in southern 
Mexico later in the evening or on 26 
October. Guerrero education officials 
have suspended classes in coastal areas, 
while officials in other states have 
opened shelters in areas that might take 
on heavy rains. Media reports out of 
Guerrero indicate that the storm has so 
far felled some trees and caused light 
damage to roads.

REGIONAL: LA NIÑA

According to the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), the re-emergence of La Niña 
is threatening to boost an already 
active Atlantic hurricane season for the 
second straight year.

While the 2021 La Niña event is 
unlikely to be as strong as 2020’s, 
NOAA indicates there is a 57 per 
cent chance of a moderate La Niña 
stretching through the spring of 2022, 
with only a 15 per cent chance of a 
strong La Niña event.

Despite the drop off in activity of late 
in the Atlantic, La Niña may contribute 
to storm formations in what remains 
of October and even November, as 
witnessed last year with the back-to-
back hurricanes Eta and Iota during the 
first two weeks of November. 

Additionally, La Niña could worsen 
drought conditions in South America, 
in countries like Peru, Bolivia, southern 
Brazil, Argentina and Chile, while 
producing heavy rains and subsequent 
floods in the northern parts of South 
America and Central America. 

KEY FIGURES

11
STATES ON ALERT OVER 
HURRICANE RICK

Sources:
• Government of Mexico

Sources:
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA)


