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KEY FIGURES

940K
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM 19-25 APRIL 2021

89.5M
COVID-19 VACCINE DOSES 
ADMINISTERED IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN

Sources:
• Government of El Salvador
• SINADEF (Peru)
• Government of Guyana
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Cases, deaths & vaccines administered (26 Apr.)

Cases +3.4% from 19 Apr.

+3.6% from 19 Apr.Deaths
Vaccines

28,272,199

896,566
89,536,761 +14.5% from 19 Apr.

EL SALVADOR
El Salvador continues to receive 
COVID-19 vaccine shipments, 
recently welcoming a third COVAX 
shipment of 96,000 doses, their sixth 
overall, for a cumulative stock of 1.33 
million doses. Authorities have so far 
administered more than 200,000 doses 
for a rate of 3.08 doses administered 
per every 100 people.

The shipment comes amid a slight 
increase in cases; health authorities 
report that COVID-19 cases in El 
Salvador have risen 6.5 per cent so far 
in April compared to March following 
the Easter Week holiday season. Deaths 
have dropped 27.4 per cent in the same 
timeframe, with a daily average of 
about 4 deaths down from 7-10 during 
the first weeks of January.

PERU
The current wave of COVID-19 
infections in Peru, believed to be due 
to the ongoing transmission of the 
highly contagious P.1 variant from 
neighbouring Brazil, has led to record-
setting single-day counts of 13,000 
cases and 430 deaths during April as 
hospitals continue to face critical gaps 
in staffing and oxygen supplies.

Peru currently has more excess deaths 
during the pandemic relative to their 
population than any country in the 
world; according to information from 
national death statistics authorities, 
the number of excess deaths in Peru 

during the pandemic is roughly 
equivalent to 1 out of every 200 people 
in the country. Authorities continue 
to procure vaccines to bolster ongoing 
immunization efforts, 1.4 million doses 
administered so far, or about 4.28 doses 
per every 100 people. 

GUYANA
Guyana broke its single-day case record 
for the third time in a month on 21 
April, recording 160 new COVID-19 
cases, with regions 3 (Essequibo 
Islands-West Demerara,) 4 (Demerara- 
Mahaica) and 7 (Cuyuni-Mazaruni) 
currently experiencing outbreaks. 
Despite vaccinating more than 100,000 
people, approximately 13 per cent 
of the population, active cases have 
increased by more than 50 per cent 
over the last month, while nearly 30 
per cent of total reported deaths during 
the pandemic have taken place since 
March.

Per health officials, the growing 
hospitalizations are becoming 
increasingly more difficult for the 
health system to manage. PAHO 
indicates that the recent surge may be 
attributed to the presence of Brazilian 
variants in Guyana; however, health 
officials have yet to detect any of these 
variants. The Government continues 
to step up border control measures 
with Brazil to avoid cross-border 
transmission of COVID-19.
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KEY FIGURES

$29.2M
APPEAL LAUNCHED TO SUPPORT 
RESPONSE, RECOVERY & 
REHABILITATION

13.3K
PEOPLE DISPLACED DUE TO LA 
SOUFRIÈRE ERUPTION

Sources:
• CDEMA
• National Emergency Management Organisation 

(St. Vincent & the Grenadines)
• UN in Barbados & the Eastern Caribbean

KEY FIGURES

10K+
MIGRANTS IN COLOMBIA 
ESTIMATED TO BE AWAITING 
ENTRY TO PANAMA

Sources:
• Government of Panama
• IOM

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES: VOLCANIC ERUPTION

OVERVIEW
The La Soufrière volcano in northern 
St. Vincent continues to exhibit low 
seismic activity since a tremor linked 
a 22 April explosion and ash venting, 
per the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA). 
Continued lava dome growth or 
formation remains likely as the volcano 
continues its eruptive process. 

The eruption has so far displaced 
13,300 people across public and 
private shelters. Authorities have 
worked to quantify the extent of 
the eruption’s damage to buildings, 
schools, businesses, crops and livestock. 
An initial Ministry of Agriculture 
and Caribbean Agricultural Research 
and Development Institute (CARDI) 
assessment of the red zone areas 
nearest the volcano and orange zone 
areas outside the red zone indicates 
a 100 per cent and 80 per cent loss 
in vegetation, respectively. The 
Government indicates that the damage 

to plant life on the northern third of 
the island will set them back decades. 
Additionally, limited access to safe 
water remains a priority for much of 
the island, particularly for those in 
shelter and for affected health facilities. 

RESPONSE
Following a US$1 million UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
allocation to support the provision of 
drinking water and cash assistance to 
vulnerable and food-insecure people, 
the UN launched a $29.2 million 
global funding appeal to support 
humanitarian response and recovery 
and rehabilitation efforts.

UN agencies, funds and programmes 
providing support and technical 
assistance under the appeal include 
WFP, UNICEF, OCHA, UN Women, 
UNFPA, PAHO, IOM, UNESCO, 
UNDP, FAO, UNOPS, UNEP and 
OHCHR.

PANAMA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

The Public Security Ministry, 
with support from the UN human 
mobility group in Panama and 
the SENAFRONT border security 
service and backing from the United 
States State Department through a 
regional IOM migration programme, 
recently created the Humanitarian 
Border Security Unit (USFROH) in 
a formal step towards guaranteeing 
humanitarian assistance for migrants 
arriving in Panama through the 
dangerous Darien jungle on the border 
with Colombia.

USFROH is comprised of 
SENAFRONT members who have 

been trained in border security with 
a focus on migrants’ rights. The new 
unit’s formation comes amid the steady 
of flow of migrants through Colombia, 
with recent reports citing more than 
10,000 migrants in the Colombian 
department of Chocó awaiting entry 
into Panama.

SENAFRONT indicates that there 
are currently 2,400 people in migrant 
reception centres in the provinces 
of Darien on the eastern border and 
Chiriquí on the western border with 
Costa Rica.


