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KEY FIGURES

575.3K
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM 15-21 FEBRUARY 2021

25K
PEOPLE A DAY TARGETED FOR 
VACCINATION BY EL SALVADOR

222%+
INCREASE IN ACTIVE CASES IN 
JAMAICA SINCE THE START OF 
2021

Sources:
• Government of El Salvador
• Government of Bolivia
• Government of Jamaica

Please scan QR code to 
access up-to-date PAHO 
maps on COVID-19 in the 
Americas.

EL SALVADOR
El Salvador received their first 
shipment of COVID-19 vaccines on 
17 February, a batch of 20,000 doses of 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine. The 
Government indicates that a second 
batch of 90,000 doses is on the way 
from India, with an additional batch of 
400,000 due the third week of March. 
With the Government targeting 4 
million people for vaccination, El 
Salvador will also receive 51,480 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine and 
another 324,000 doses of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine through the 
COVAX mechanism.

The Ministry of Health indicated on 19 
February that more than 2,000 doses 
have already been administered as part 
of the Ministry’s goal of applying 2,000 
daily doses to frontline healthcare 
personnel and, eventually, 25,000 
people a day.
 
BOLIVIA
Official data indicates that the rate 
of COVID-19 infections in at least 
five of Bolivia’s nine departments 
have reached a plateau following a 
second wave that gripped the country 
in recent weeks. This trend is also 
reflected in the decreasing number of 
municipalities under the Government’s 
high-risk designation, down to 79 from 
the preceding week’s 89.

Bolivia began their vaccination 
rollout in late January with 20,000 

initial vaccines administered through 
various levels of government. Bolivia 
is expecting shipments of nearly 1 
million doses through the COVAX 
mechanism and 500,000 Sinopharm 
doses in February, in addition to March 
shipments of 5 million Sputnik V and 
5 million Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines 
purchased by the Government.

JAMAICA
On 16 February, Jamaica again broke 
its single-day COVID-case record, 
registering 468 new cases compared 
to the previous high of 403. The 16 
February case count is the fourth time 
Jamaica has broken its single-day case 
record in less than two weeks, as the 
recent outbreak has pushed active cases 
over 6,700, an increase of more than 
222 per cent since the start of 2021. 

This growth has placed even more 
pressure on Jamaica’s already-strained 
public health system, with hospitals 
across the most affected parishes 
reporting isolation wards at or close to 
capacity and health officials activating 
a surge plan to relocate patients and 
boost frontline staff capacity.
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Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 22 Feb.)

Cases +2.8% from 15 Feb.

+2.9% from 15 Feb.Deaths
Recovered

20,844,359

660,579
18,458,298 +3.3% from 15 Feb.



KEY FIGURES

3M
PEOPLE IN HONDURAS FACING 
FOOD INSECURITY, SIX TIMES 
MORE THAN BEFORE ETA/IOTA

Sources:
• IOM Chile
• IOM Mexico
• IFRC
• WFP

REGIONAL: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

SOUTH AMERICA
Per IFRC, as many as 800 migrants, 
mostly from Venezuela, crossed the 
Chile-Bolivia border into Chile daily 
in late January 2021, an increase of 
530 per cent compared to November 
2020. The surge has seen the deaths 
of two migrants exposed to freezing 
temperatures in the Andean highlands 
and increasing expulsions from Chile.

Chile is transporting deportees to 
the northern coastal city of Iquique, 
where the migrants undergo a 14-
day quarantine at installations that 
can house some 1,600 people.  With 
migrant flows exceeding quarantine 
housing capacities, many migrants are 
now stranded in nearby communities, 
camped outdoors in public spaces 
with limited access to COVID-19 
protection, food, water or protection 
from incoming highland winter rains, 
hailstorms or floods.

Chile and Bolivia have deployed armed 
forces personnel near the border to 
curb the mass population movement. 

IOM Chile has set up a small camp 
in Iquique and is establishing a 
monitoring team to track migration 
flows, conditions and humanitarian 
needs in the area.
 
CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO
Following the recent migrant caravan 
that departed for the United States 
from Honduras, WFP and other 
international organizations are 
warning of a looming food crisis. 
WFP reports some 3 million people in 
Honduras now face food insecurity, a 
number six times higher than before 
Tropical Storm Eta and Hurricane Iota 
struck the country in November 2020. 
The aftermath of the storms has been 
particularly dire in the Sula Valley, 
home to Honduras’ agricultural hub.

In addition to the rising food 
insecurity, IOM in Mexico warns that 
many will attempt to migrate again 
and again amid cyclical poverty and 
violence, the aggravating effects of 
Eta and Iota on livelihoods and recent 
changes to US migration policy.

KEY FIGURES

36K
FAMILIES IN BOLIVIA AFFECTED 
BY SEASONAL RAINS

Sources:
• VIDECI (Bolivia)
• CONRED (Guatemala)

REGIONAL: NATURAL HAZARDS

BOLIVIA: FLOODING
The Vice-Ministry of Civil Defence 
(VIDECI) reports that seasonal rains 
and subsequent flooding have affected 
more than 36,000 families in seven of 
the country’s nine departments so far 
in 2021, while also damaging more 
than 34,000 hectares of crops and more 
than 1,500 homes. The Government is 
coordinating with Beni departmental 
authorities, affected municipalities and 
armed forces to respond to affected 
families, including evacuations and 
setting up a temporary camp.

GUATEMALA: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
The Pacaya Volcano, some 30 km 
southwest of Guatemala City, exhibited 
a strong explosion on 19 February, days 
after an increase in activity that saw 
nearby communities receive ashfall. 
The CONRED civil protection agency 
deployed strategic response teams to 
coordinate actions with departmental 
authorities and other public offices. 
CONRED is urging the population to 
stand by for further official information 
related to the volcano’s activity and 
to familiarize themselves with their 
community’s evacuation plan. 
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