
LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN: COVID-19
Source: PAHO/WHO - https://bit.ly/2O25YQw

KEY FIGURES

602.2K
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM 8-14 FEBRUARY 2021

1M+
VACCINES ADMINISTERED 
IN CHILE, MORE THAN ANY 
COUNTRY IN THE REGION

Sources:
• IMF
• PAHO/WHO
• Government of Guatemala
• Government of Chile
• Government of Barbados
• Government of Dominica
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Americas.

REGIONAL
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) forecasts that Latin America and 
the Caribbean’s regional economy will 
grow 4.1 per cent in 2021, warning 
that the region’s economy will remain 
at risk unless the COVID-19 pandemic 
comes under control through effective 
vaccination rollouts. PAHO is urging 
countries to share vaccine rollout 
information through the Vaccine 
Introduction Readiness Tool (VIRAT) 
online platform maintained by PAHO/
WHO, UNICEF and the World 
Bank to assess national import and 
authorization procedures, as well as 
cold chain capacities. 

At present, 21 countries have shared 
their national vaccination plans, while 
20 report having reviewed cold chain 
infrastructure and procedures.
 
GUATEMALA
Ahead of the slated arrival of some 
400,000 doses through the COVAX 
mechanism for late February 2021, the 
Government disclosed Guatemala’s 
COVID-19 vaccination rollout plan. 
The four-phase plan seeks to vaccinate 
8 to 10 million people in 2021, with 
the initial phases targeting frontline 
medical staff with some 135,000 doses, 
followed by vaccinations for the elderly 
and people with chronic illnesses.  

Initial priority groups also include 
relief workers and civil protection 
staff. The following phase will target 

public security and military forces and 
education workers.

CHILE
Chile has already administered more 
than 1 million COVID-19 vaccine 
doses. The immunization of 1,025,580 
people as of 9 February comes 
approximately a week after the country 
launched their inoculation program 
targeting frontline workers and the 
elderly, a program with an initial target 
of around 5 million people vaccinated 
by the end of March. Chile was the 
first country in South America to begin 
vaccinations, securing vaccines as early 
as 24 December.

CARIBBEAN
The Caribbean expects to receive an 
initial donation of 500,000 Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines from India, with 
the first shipments already delivered 
to Barbados and Dominica. Several 
governments have reached out to 
India on vaccine procurement. At least 
70,000 doses of the AstraZeneca will be 
dedicated to frontline workers.

India’s donation, announced shortly 
after news of the COVAX allocation 
for the subregion, comes at a critical 
juncture as Caribbean countries 
embark on vaccination campaigns to 
protect public health and kickstart 
tourism amid a resurgence of the 
pandemic and tighter travel restrictions 
in source markets.
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Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 15 Feb.)

Cases +3.0% from 8 Feb.

+3.5% from 8 Feb.Deaths
Recovered

20,268,965

641,740
17,866,730 +3.9% from 8 Feb.



KEY FIGURES

2K
MIGRANTS REPORTEDLY 
AWAITING ENTRY INTO PANAMA

Sources:
• Government of Panama

CENTRAL AMERICA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

PANAMA
About 260 mostly Haitian migrants 
recently stranded in Colombia have 
made their way to Panama through 
the eastern border province of Darién, 
with Panama’s ombudsman’s office 
saying that international organizations 
have alerted authorities that another 
2,000 migrants in Colombia are 
awaiting entry into Panama to continue 
their journey towards the United 
States through Central America. The 

organizations say that this trend is 
likely to persist in coming weeks.

The SENAFRONT border security 
service and national migration 
authorities, who operate two shelters 
in the Peñita and Lajas Blancas 
communities in Darién currently 
housing some 1,000 migrants, are 
coordinating actions ahead of the 
imminent arrival of the group.

Sources:
• CONRED (Guatemala)
• CDEMA
• NEMO (St. Vincent & the Grenadines)

REGIONAL: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY

GUATEMALA
The Pacaya volcano, some 30km 
southwest of the capital of Guatemala 
City, is exhibiting increased activity 
with moderate-to-strong explosions 
blowing material some 3,000 meters 
above sea level, spewing ash columns 
and lava flows. The nearby area of San 
Vicente Pacaya reports ashfall over 
their community.

The CONRED civil protection 
agency also reports that the Volcán 
de Fuego, whose June 2018 eruption 
affected more than 1.7 million people, 
began exhibiting effusive eruptions 
with pyroclastic flows, with ashfall 
reported in some municipalities in the 
Sacatepéquez department.

CONRED has issued warnings for 
communities near both volcanoes and 
are recommending residents to identify 
the nearest evacuation centres and 
shelters as a precaution.

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES
The La Soufrière volcano on the 
northern end of St. Vincent, active 
since late December 2020, is now 
exhibiting magma that is reaching 

the surface at extreme temperatures. 
With the University of the West Indies 
Seismic Research Centre (UWI SRC) 
indicating that it is still too early to 
rule out the possibility of explosions, 
WFP and FAO are providing technical 
support for preparedness, while 
UNICEF has pre-positioned supplies 
such as water containers, purification 
tablets and sanitisation supplies in 
Antigua, Barbados and Trinidad and 
Tobago for relief support if required, 
per the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA). 

The dome continues to grow, with 
material spreading laterally towards 
the north and south. Current effects 
include damage to vegetation 
downslope of the summit due to acidic 
gases emitted from the growing dome. 
The National Emergency Management 
Organisation (NEMO) continues 
to reiterate to the public that no 
evacuation orders or notices have been 
issued.
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