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KEY FIGURES

764.2K
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM 25-31 JANUARY 2021

16.2%
WORKING HOURS LOST IN 2020 
DUE TO PANDEMIC, EQUIVALENT 
TO 39 MILLION JOBS

4M
PEOPLE TARGETED FOR 
VACCINATIONS IN HONDURAS 
WITH MARCH 2021 BATCH

Sources:
• ILO
• Government of Honduras
• Government of Peru
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Americas.

REGIONAL
According to the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), COVID-19's 
impact on labour in Latin American 
and the Caribbean caused the largest 
percentage loss of working hours 
anywhere in the world relative to 2019 
with 16.2 per cent, or the equivalent 
of 39 million full-time jobs lost. Brazil 
and Mexico, the region’s two largest 
countries, registered losses of 15.0 and 
12.5 per cent respectively.

Despite the expectations of a robust 
recovery in the second half of 2021 
thanks to COVID-19 vaccination 
rollouts, ILO projects that the region’s 
baseline loss for 2021 could be 6.3 per 
cent (15 million jobs’ worth), with 
pessimistic outlooks of 7.7 per cent and 
optimistic outlooks of only 2.7 per cent 
(19 million and 6 million jobs’ worth, 
respectively).

HONDURAS
Rising caseloads in northern and 
western Honduras are prompting 
authorities to consider placing 
these areas under renewed mobility 
restrictions as the country awaits the 
tentative arrival of COVID-19 vaccines 
in March 2021. The departments of 
Atlántida, Cortés, Santa Bárbara and 
Yoro, departments badly affected by 
Tropical Storm Eta and Hurricane Iota 
in November 2020, all report overrun 
health centres and limited capacities 
for taking in new patients. Cortés 
reported more than 6,500 new cases 

and more than 90 deaths in the first 
24 days of 2021, with 66 deaths in the 
departmental capital of San Pedro Sula.

The Ministry of Health indicates they 
are working with PAHO/WHO and 
UNICEF representatives to ensure the 
arrival of COVID-19 vaccines through 
the COVAX mechanism in March 2021 
and kickstart vaccinations targeting 4 
million people.

PERU
Following the recent nationwide 
surge in cases and hospitalizations, 
the Government restricted virtually 
all movement, business operations 
and gatherings from 31 January 
to 14 February in the Lima and 
Callao metropolitan region and the 
departments of Áncash, Apurímac, 
Huancavelica, Huánuco, Ica, Junín and 
Pasco.

The Government recently added 196 
intensive care unit (ICU) beds and will 
add another 350 in the next two weeks. 
Peru expects to receive a first batch of 
1 million vaccines in February to roll 
out their vaccination operation plans, 
which will initially target frontline 
healthcare personnel. Peru’s daily case 
count for January 2021 has routinely 
exceeded 4,000 new cases following 
an overall pattern of decreases since 
October 2020. Similarly, daily deaths 
are rising, with the 220 deaths reported 
on 26 January the highest daily death 
toll since August 2020.
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Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 31 Jan.)

Cases +4.2% from 24 Jan.

+4.2% from 24 Jan.Deaths
Recovered

19,010,460

598,017
16,431,117 +5.5% from 24 Jan.



KEY FIGURES

1.2K
PERUVIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
DEPLOYED TO ECUADORIAN BORDER 
OVER INCREASED MIGRATION

Sources:
• Government of Peru
• Government of Guyana
• Norwegian Refugee Council

Sources:
• MSF El Salvador
• UN in El Salvador

REGIONAL: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

PERU/ECUADOR 
Peru deployed military forces to their 
northern border with Ecuador to deter 
increasing irregular migration into 
the country, mostly from Venezuelan 
migrants and refugees. High officials 
say the deployment to the Zarumilla 
river on the border between the two 
countries, consisting of 1,200 armed 
forces personnel as well as tanks and 
armoured combat vehicles, seeks to 
monitor up to 30 clandestine border 
crossing points frequently used by 
migrants and refugees.

The deployment comes after the recent 
detention of nearly 500 migrants in 
the Tumbes border region and the 
identification and dismantling of 10 
makeshift bridges over the Zarumilla, 
as the Binational Border Response 
Centre (CEBAF, per its Spanish 
acronym), the primary official land 
border crossing point, remains closed. 
Peruvian migration officials note that 
the increased activity correlates with 
the presence of trafficking operations 
in the area.

GUYANA
Hundreds of migrants from 
Venezuela are fleeing to neighbouring 
communities in Guyana’s Region One 
(Barima-Waini). The sudden increase 

in migration is straining the Region’s 
finances and health response capacities, 
with authorities struggling to respond 
to food and shelter needs as COVID-19 
cases continue to rise. Officials are 
currently assessing the situation and 
increasing border patrol activities.

In recent years, Region One has 
received an increasing number of 
Venezuelan migrants, including 
indigenous people who have sought 
refuge in neighbouring Guyanese 
indigenous villages, such as Kamwatta, 
located in the Mabaruma sub-district, 
where indigenous Venezuelans have 
been settling since June 2018.

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO
Following the recent formation 
of 2021’s first migrant caravan in 
Honduras, estimated to have had as 
many as 9,000 people, its subsequent 
dispersal and returns from Guatemala, 
the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) in Mexico reports that two 
more caravans are being planned 
for February and March 2021. NRC 
indicates that many who will likely 
form part of the caravans are migrants 
who were recently returned, warning 
that the initial caravan in January will 
likely be the first of many in coming 
months.

EL SALVADOR: SECURITY

Médecins sans frontières (MSF) in 
El Salvador reports that two staff 
members were threatened and attacked 
in the Ilopango municipality near the 
capital of San Salvador by members of 
a local armed group.  The attack has 
prompted MSF to temporarily suspend 
activities in El Salvador pending 
further investigation to guarantee 

the safety of their personnel. MSF 
notes that the incident is unusual, 
as they have operated without issue 
in high-risk areas since beginning 
operations in El Salvador in 2018. The 
UN in El Salvador is also calling for 
an investigation into the incident and 
is urging protection for humanitarian 
workers in the line of duty.
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