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KEY FIGURES

17.4M
CUMULATIVE COVID-19 CASES 
IN LATIN AMERICA & THE 
CARIBBEAN AS OF 17 JANUARY

234K
VACCINE DOSES ADMINISTERED 
IN MEXICO TO DATE, MORE THAN 
ANY COUNTRY IN THE REGION

440K
PEOPLE TARGETED IN FIRST 
PHASE OF JAMAICA'S 
VACCINATION PROGRAM

Sources:
• Government of Mexico
• Government of Peru
• Government of Jamaica

Please scan QR code to 
access up-to-date PAHO 
maps on COVID-19 in the 
Americas.

MEXICO
The Ministry of Health reported nearly 
108,000 cases during the first 10 days of 
January, including a single-day record 
of 16,105 cases on 9 January, breaking 
single-day case records on four 
consecutive days during this period. 
The 80,492 cases reported between 
3-9 January are the highest seven-day 
stretch of the pandemic. The increase 
is also driving up the death toll, with 
more than 1,000 daily deaths reported 
over five consecutive days during this 
same 10-day period, including a single-
day record of 1,165 deaths. 

The rising cases and deaths come as the 
Government reports administering as 
many as 234,000 COVID-19 vaccine 
doses, the most of any country in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and 13th 
overall in the world. Authorities are 
working to reach 400,000 vaccinations 
before 19 January to protect healthcare 
workers and use the next incoming 
batch to vaccinate the elderly.

PERU
The Ministry of Health confirmed 
that Peru is dealing with a second 
wave of COVID-19 infections, with 
their most recent epidemiological 
alert noting increases in positive tests, 
deaths and hospitalizations. Daily 
new cases are regularly reaching or 
surpassing 1,500 since the beginning of 
the year. Hospitals in the north, south 
and central regions have no available 
intensive care unit beds. Ministry 

officials attribute the increase in recent 
weeks to a new strain of the virus.

JAMAICA
The Government announced they will 
extend the nightly curfew already in 
place to curb the spread of COVID-19 
until 31 January. Health authorities say 
the St Ann and Manchester parishes 
are showing signs of uncontrollable 
spread, with St Ann recording 35 cases 
per 100,000 people and Manchester 43 
per 100,000 people, a major concern 
considering that the national average is 
just 2.5 per 100,000 people.

Health authorities in both parishes 
are ramping up prevention activities, 
including testing and contact tracing. 
Jamaica expects to receive a first batch 
of 292,000 vaccine doses in April 2021 
through the COVID-19 Vaccines 
Global Access Facility (COVAX) 
mechanism, enough to vaccinate 
approximately 146,000 people. This 
represents about 33 per cent of the 
440,000 people the Government plans 
to vaccinate in the first phase of its 
vaccination program, prompting the 
Government to explore potential 
bilateral arrangements with India, 
China and Cuba to secure more 
vaccines doses.
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Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 17 Jan.)

Cases +5.1% from 10 Jan.

+3.7% from 10 Jan.Deaths
Recovered

17,421,914

550,775
14,927,741 +4.0% from 10 Jan.



KEY FIGURES

$1.9B
IN DAMAGE AND LOSSES IN 
HONDURAS CAUSED BY TROPICAL 
STORM ETA & HURRICANE IOTA

9K
MIGRANTS FROM HONDURAS 
HAVE CROSSED INTO GUATEMALA 
SINCE 15 JANUARY

Sources:

• The World Bank
• Guatemalan Migration Institute
• Protection Working Group (Honduras)
• Protection Working Group (Guatemala)

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

As Honduras continues to cope with 
the aftermath of Tropical Storm Eta 
and Hurricane Iota, the November 
storms that the World Bank says 
caused roughly US$1.9 billion in 
damage and losses, and the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, thousands of 
vulnerable people in Honduras are 
seeking to leave the country to reach 
the United States.

Per Honduras’ Protection Working 
Group, some 4,000-5,000 people 
departed San Pedro Sula on 15 January 
in a migrant caravan seeking to cross 
into Guatemala en route to Mexico 
to reach the United States, with 
thousands more departing in the days 
that followed. Guatemalan authorities 
estimate that as many as 9,000 migrants 
have entered Guatemala as of 17 
January, with groups mostly entering 
through the El Florido border point in 
the eastern Zacapa department. 

Security forces were overrun as 
early as 15 January when some 
3,000-4,500 people broke through 
police checkpoints, with later groups 
encountering little to no confrontation 
with police forces at El Florido. 
Guatemala’s Protection Working 
Group reports confrontations between 
security forces and migrants in Vado 
Hondo, Zacapa, resulting in minor 
injuries.

The Guatemalan Migration 
Institute (IGM) reports they are still 
determining the number of irregular 
entries, as thousands entered without 
presenting required documentation or 
COVID-19 tests. IGM also reports that 
Guatemala has already returned more 
than 990 migrants to Honduras.

The various groups, which include 

unaccompanied children, are heading 
towards the western department of San 
Marcos on the border with southern 
Mexico. The groups will likely arrive in 
the city of Tecún Umán, a city that has 
seen several caravans awaiting entry 
into Mexico require humanitarian 
assistance in years past. Several groups 
are already in the capital of Guatemala 
City and are receiving assistance at the 
Casa del Migrante shelter.

Protection partners in Honduras and 
Guatemala, together with local NGOs, 
are monitoring developments and 
providing aid along various points on 
the migrants’ routes. These partners 
include the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC), Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF), The International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
the Honduran Red Cross, Doctors of 
the World, World Vision, OHCHR 
and UNHCR in Honduras and IOM, 
OHCHR and the Guatemalan Red 
Cross in Guatemala.

Protection partners in Guatemala 
have identified the need to gather 
more information on human rights 
at select border points to support the 
identification of people in need of 
protection, as well as food and shelter 
support.
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KEY FIGURES

2.7K
FAMILIES IN BOLIVIA AFFECTED 
BY RECENT FLOODING

2.8K
HOUSEHOLDS IN NORTHERN 
GUYANA AFFECTED BY FLOODING 
SO FAR IN 2021

Sources:

• Vice-Ministry of Civil Defence (Bolivia)
• Civil Defence Commission (Guyana)
• CDEMA

REGIONAL: NATURAL HAZARDS

BOLIVIA: FLOODING
Recent flooding in 15 municipalities 
in the tropical areas of the 
Cochabamba department are 
prompting Government evaluations 
and response to affected families 
through their recently unveiled $9.3 
million rainy season response plan. 
Initial evaluations in eight of these 
municipalities cite at least 2,700 
affected families and unquantified 
losses to farmland, with further 
evaluations expected in coming days. 

The Vice-Ministry of Civil Defence 
(VIDECI) has been evacuating families 
as river levels in Cochabamba, as well 
as in La Paz, continue to rise. The 
National Meteorology and Hydrology 
Service (SENAMHI) is maintaining 
their red alert over the growing rivers.

GUYANA: FLOODING
According to the Civil Defence 
Commission (CDC), flooding in 
northern Guyana affected more 
than 2,800 households across 17 
communities since the start of 2021. 
Region Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam) 
has been most severely affected, 
whereas Nabaclis in Region Four 
(Demerara-Mahaica) reported the most 
affected homes, with 1,000 affected 
households.

The CDC’s report indicates that, 
in addition to water damage to 
homes, flood-affected communities 
also suffered losses to farmland and 
livestock, which is of particular 
concern given the reliance on farming 
for livelihoods amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of Agriculture deployed 
response to teams to address concerns 
on potential disease outbreaks 

and assess impacts on agricultural 
livelihoods. CDC continues to 
distribute relief items to households, 
health centres and schools in affected 
communities and is exploring long-
term solutions in flood-prone areas.

ST VINCENT & THE GRENADINES: 
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
The La Soufrière volcano continues 
to present alarming activity since 
late December 2020, with a dome 
continuing to grow within the crater 
and emit carbon dioxide and sulphur 
dioxide, both of which can be fatal. 
The Government is maintaining its 
Orange-level alert, as the volcano 
continues to spew magma and steam 
on the surface.

Specialists from the University of 
the West Indies Seismic Research 
Centre (SRC), with support from 
the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA), 
continue to monitor the activity and 
gather samples for further risk analysis.

CDEMA received $69,000 from 
the United Kingdom Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) to cover the cost of 
a helicopter for aerial monitoring, 
environmental sampling near the 
volcano and airlifting equipment as 
needed.

The National Emergency Management 
Organisation (NEMO) is reminding 
the public that there are no evacuation 
orders in place and are appealing to the 
public to stay away from the volcano 
until the relevant scientific authorities 
advise that it is safe to do so.
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