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KEY FIGURES

16.5M
CUMULATIVE COVID-19 CASES 
IN LATIN AMERICA & THE 
CARIBBEAN AS OF 10 JANUARY

203.1K
COVID-19 DEATHS IN BRAZIL AS 
OF 10 JANUARY, THE WORLD'S 
SECOND-HIGHEST DEATH TOLL

50K
INITIAL COVID-19 VACCINE 
DOSES TO BE ADMINISTERED IN 
ECUADOR ON 18 JANUARY

Sources:
• Government of Mexico
• Ministry of Health (Ecuador)
• Government of Brazil
• Government of Barbados

Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 10 Jan.)

Cases +5.1% from 3 Jan.

+3.8% from 3 Jan.Deaths
Recovered

16,580,806

531,246
14,348,843

Please scan QR code to 
access up-to-date PAHO 
maps on COVID-19 in the 
Americas.

MEXICO
Mexico's fast-rising caseload in recent 
weeks is leading to high hospital 
bed occupancy rates, with Mexico 
City reporting general hospital beds 
and beds with ventilators are both 
currently 85 per cent occupied. Dozens 
of migrant shelters run by NGOs or 
faith-based organizations in northern 
Mexico have closed or reduced 
their operations in recent weeks 
due to health regulations. Mexico's 
COVID-19 death toll of more than 
133,700 as of 10 January is the fourth-
highest in the world.

ECUADOR
The Ministry of Health signed an 
agreement with Pfizer and BioNTech  
for manufacturing and supplying 2 
million COVID-19 vaccines, with the 
Ministry already working to extend the 
order for another 2 million vaccines. 
Ecuador's pilot vaccination program 
will begin on 18 January with 50,000 
doses for an initial group of healthcare 
workers, elderly people in public 
facilities and their caretakers.

BRAZIL
The country passed 200,000 COVID-19  
deaths, the second highest total in the 
world after the US. The city of Manaus 
in the Amazon region has declared a 
180-day state of emergency due to a 
surge of new cases. Private hospital 
intensive care unit (ICU) beds were 
at 100 per cent occupancy the first 
week of January, which is also placing 

significant strain on public health 
system hospitals where 92 percent of 
the ICUs capable of hosting COVID-19 
patients were in use by 4 January. 

BARBADOS
Barbados recorded 360 new COVID-19 
cases in seven days, leading to an 
incidence rate of 112 cases per every 
100,000 people during this time. This 
increase is due to three newly identified 
clusters, with the first cluster traced 
to a COVID-19 outbreak at the Dodds 
Prison involving prison officials and 
inmates with over 170 cases, a second 
cluster traced to the island's western 
coast and a third cluster related to 
travelers arriving from the United 
Kingdom over holidays. These new 
clusters have led to an increase that 
accounts for a third of all confirmed 
cases in Barbados since the onset of the 
pandemic in March 2020.

The Government has since declared 
a set daily curfew until 14 January 
and revised emergency management 
protocols to adopt new specific 
measures.
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KEY FIGURES

7.4K
FAMILIES IN SIX OF BOLIVIA'S 
NINE DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED BY 
FLOODING SO FAR IN 2021

14
DAYS OF ORANGE ALERT IN ST 
VINCENT & THE GRENADINES DUE 
TO VOLCANIC ACTIVITY

Sources:

• CDEMA
• Government of Bolivia

REGIONAL: NATURAL HAZARDS

CARIBBEAN: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
Following reports of seismic activity 
and visible gas and steam emanating 
from the long-dormant La Soufrière 
volcano in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines since 30 December, 
the country has been under a state 
of orange alert, the second-highest 
national alert level. La Soufrière 
last erupted in 1979, an event that 
claimed 1,000 lives and prompted the 
evacuation of more than 20,000 people.

The University of West Indies Seismic 
Research Center (UWI-SRC) has 
installed additional seismic and GPS 
stations to monitor information on 
the ground,  gather more data on the 
state of the volcano, conduct further 
analyses and strengthen the current 
monitoring system.

The volcano is currently showing high 
levels of fumarolic activity and other 
unusual signs of activity that may lead 
to eruptions with less than 24 hours' 
notice. While the Government has 
not issued any evacuation orders, 
authorities are nevertheless reviewing 
volcano emergency plans. 

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA) has 
placed various Regional Response 
Mechanism (RRM) teams on alert, 
including teams for disaster assessment 
and coordination, operational support 
and rapid needs assessments.

UN organizations are supporting 
preparedness as well, with FAO 
working with the Ministry of 
Agriculture on plans for livestock 
evacuation and WFP placing 
logistics, food kits and cash transfer 
preparedness and response mechanisms 
on standby.

Additionally, the Government of St. 
Lucia has expressed they are prepared 
to take in people from St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines should the volcano's 
current activity worsen.

Mount Pelée in Martinique is also 
exhibiting seismic activity, with 
officials raising alert levels to yellow 
in December 2020 following sustained 
increases in activity. These alerts are 
the first for Mount Pelée since its 
last eruption in 1932. Volcanologists 
indicate that the activity at La Soufrière 
and Mount Pelée are unrelated.

BOLIVIA: FLOODING
Since the start of the 2020-2021 rainy 
season, flooding and hailstorms have 
affected some 7,400 families across 23 
municipalities in six of Bolivia's nine 
departments. Material impacts include 
damage to 2,400 hectares of crops and 
28 affected homes. The capital of Sucre, 
in particular, experienced flash flooding 
that caused at least four deaths.

The National Meteorology and 
Hydrology Services (SENAMHI) 
indicates that at least 10 rivers are 
in danger of potential overflow. 
Authorities have issued daily orange 
alerts for river flooding and hailstorms 
across the country, with many places 
reporting that major rivers are close to 
their maximum levels.
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