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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 India has continued to break records in numbers of new cases and 
deaths per day since April, with 2,155,392 new cases and 29,051 
deaths last week. 

 India and Nepal hospitals continue to be overwhelmed and lacking 
in oxygen supplies and sufficient beds, equipment and supplies 
for the surge in patients.  

 Nepal has surpassed India in confirmed cases per capita, with a 
COVID-19 test positivity rate near 50%, one of the highest in the 
world.  

 Medical facilities throughout Nepal are turning patients away due 
to a lack of supplies and equipment. 

 An initial shipment of 500,000 masks is being distributed in Odisha 
State, India by community health workers.  

 Project HOPE and local partners are conducting several large 
procurements within India for distribution in seven states. 

 Project HOPE’s Nepal team is coordinating large international 
shipments of critical supplies and equipment. Additionally, 299 
Nepali healthcare workers have been trained on COVID-19 Acute 
Care, with two more trainings scheduled in May. 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
India 
With the total of COVID-19 cases now nearly 25.5 million, India has seen a 
major increase in cases of COVID-19 since March 2021. In the past month, 
there have been 10,434,525 new cases of COVID-19 across the country of 
India. The one-day records for number of new cases was 414,188 on 6 May 
2021 and 4,529 deaths yesterday, a new global record and an increase of 
104% across the past 2 weeks. In addition, only 3% of the entire 
population of India having been fully vaccinated.  

Quick Facts 
 India and Nepal are 

experiencing a massive 
outbreak of COVID-19 
exacerbated by shortages 
of critical supplies. 

 Items most in need are 
PPE, oxygen supplies, ICU 
equipment, and 
ventilators. 

 Project HOPE is working 
with local partners to 
mobilize procurements 
and shipment of critical 
medical supplies to the 
hardest hit regions. 
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A critical shortage of oxygen has increased the number of deaths from 
COVID-19 while a lack of PPE has threatened to further increase the 
outbreak. The surge of new COVID-19 cases is dropping in India, but death 
rates continue to rise. The capital of New Delhi is the hardest hit with 
severe oxygen shortages and ICU beds due to its reliance on supplies from 
the central government. 
 
A rare COVID-19-linked Mucormycosis infection, also called the "black fungus," has 
been on the rise in many states and the treatment injections are not affordable for 
many as patients can require as many as 50-150 doses. The Government of India is 
engaging with the manufacturers to ramp up the production of Amphotericin B, 
which is being actively prescribed by the physicians to patients suffering from 
Mucormycosis. 
 
Cyclone Tauktae 
The cyclonic storm "Tauktae", which was classified as an Extremely Severe 
Cyclonic Storm (ESCS) has made landfall in Gujarat, India near the Union 
Territory of Diu late on Monday, 17 May 2021 with wind speeds up to 160 kmph. 
Throughout the west coast of India, 20 people were killed and 127 were 
reported missing according to authorities. With over 200,000 displaced persons 
evacuated to shelters, there is serious concern that there will be new clusters 
of COVID-19 outbreaks in the coming weeks. In addition, due to the storm, 
vaccination drives were halted across the western coastal districts of India.  
 
Nepal 
According to the Ministry of Health (MOH), Government of Nepal, the country is 
currently facing the challenges related fatalities, pushing the death toll to 5,411 (as 
of 18 May 2021) with 9,247 new cases. The overall infection tally has reached 
472,354 total case, 345,523 recovered cases and 113,480 cases in isolation. 
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Similar to India, Nepali officials are reporting critical shortages of oxygen, 
ventilators, PPE, and hospital beds. With only 2.5% of the population fully 
vaccinated, new cases and deaths are expected to continue to rise. Lockdowns are in 
effect in most parts of Nepal, creating economic stress on the large amount of poor 
communities. People queue outside hospitals on foot, in cars and ambulances to wait 
for available beds in overwhelmed hospitals. A lack of access to care continues to 
exacerbate the death rates for COVID-19 and other health crises. 
 
 
PROJECT HOPE’S RESPONSE 
 
In India, Project HOPE’s team is working with local partners and 
government officials to facilitate the rapid in-country 
procurement and distribution of PPE, oxygen supplies, ICU 
equipment, ventilators, and other critical items to support the 
overwhelmed healthcare system. Relief plans target seven 
states in India, coordinating with government officials to get 
supplies to hospitals and clinics where they are needed most. 
An initial shipment of 500,000 masks is being distributed in 
Odisha State. Large procurements for additional supplies and 
equipment are well underway across the country. Project 
HOPE’s team is also working with local partners to spread 
awareness about COVID-19 prevention, knowledge about 
vaccine efficacy and mental health programming.  
 
In Nepal, Project HOPE has trained 299 frontline healthcare workers in 
COVID-19 acute care, with additional trainings planned over the coming 
weeks. To address supply and equipment shortages, Project HOPE is 
working with partners to both locally procure and import critical supplies. 
Initial shipments are expected to arrive over the next two weeks for 
immediate distribution. Project HOPE is supporting healthcare facilities 
manage the surge of patients with large auxiliary care tents for urban and 
rural communities. 
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Community health workers distribute donated PPE to 
people outside a COVID care center in Bhubaneswar, India. 


