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In Numbers  
46,980 mt of food assistance delivered 

US$ 1.8 m in cash-based transfers made 

US$ 477.8 m six-month net funding 

requirement (October 2021 – March 2022, as of 22 September 

2021) 

5.3 m people assisted in September 2021  
(based on dispatches) 
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2019 Human Development Index:       

151 out of 189 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 81,700 

children between 6-59 months 

 

Population: 21.2 million 

Income Level: Low-income 

Operational Updates 

• In September, WFP delivered food and nutrition 

assistance to 5.3 million people across its general 

food assistance (GFA), school feeding, nutrition, and 

livelihoods, resilience and social safety nets activities 

in Syria.  

• WFP dispatched GFA to some 5.26 million people 

across all 14 Syrian governorates. Of this, 25 percent 

was delivered through the cross-border operation 

from Turkey to areas of Idlib and western rural 

Aleppo governorates not accessible from inside Syria.  

• The fuel supply situation of Syria is worsening, with 

shortages leading to a significant increase in fuel 

prices country wide. Fuel shortages are also 

increasing pressure on public transportation which in 

turn is hindering beneficiaries in their journeys to 

collecting food rations. WFP is actively pursuing 

options to mitigate the risk of shortfalls impacting 

supply chain operations.  

• Food prices rose slightly across Syria in August 2021, 

according to the latest WFP data, with a four percent 

increase in prices compared to July. The slight 

increase is mainly attributed to the ongoing 

countrywide fuel shortage and the increase in the 

informal price of diesel between July and August 

2021. However, food prices in July remain 107 percent 

higher than one year ago. 

• Meanwhile, food insecurity remained at critical levels 

in August across the country, according to the latest 

WFP data. In August 2021, more than 40 percent of 

households surveyed reported inadequate food 

consumption. Although the national average rate of 

inadequate food consumption decreased by two 

percent compared to July 2021, it was three percent 

higher compared to August 2020. 

The drought crisis affecting Syria continues, leading to 
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Photo Caption: Tara’s family having lunch, their only meal of the day. Tara receives WFP 
assistance through the Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) 
programme ©WFP/Hussam ALSALEH 

Operational Context 

Since 2011, WFP has been providing food, nutrition and 

livelihoods assistance to crisis-affected Syrian families in the 

country. WFP has been active in Syria since 1964. The conflict 

in Syria is taking a devastating toll on the lives of the Syrian 

people. As of early 2021, 12.4 million people are food 

insecure in Syria; the highest number ever recorded. 

Since late 2019, the humanitarian situation has deteriorated 

to levels not previously seen in the country’s recent history: 

Protracted displacement, soaring food and fuel prices, 

stagnant salaries, loss of livelihoods and reduced food 

production have led to widespread food insecurity.  

Currently, WFP is implementing its activities under the 2019-

2021 Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP). WFP is preparing 

its next two-year ICSP (2022-2023), under which WFP plans to 

continue its large-scale provision of unconditional food 

assistance, refocus its education and nutrition activities, and 

expand its activities aimed at strengthening livelihoods, 

boosting household resilience, and restoring food systems. 
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a deterioration of the humanitarian situation in northern 

and north-eastern Syria. The United Nations Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

released an appeal to address the low levels of the 

Euphrates river water. Contingent on appeal funding, 

WFP is planning to respond to immediate food 

assistance and livelihood support needs by providing 

four-month protection food rations to some 1.67 million 

vulnerable farming and food insecure people to ensure 

that their status does not deteriorate. 

• By mid-September, WFP was able to resume its regular 

activities in Dar’a governorate when a ceasefire came 

into effect. Overall, WFP reaches approximately 450,000 

people a month across Dar’a governorate with general 

food assistance including to the internally displaced 

people (IDP) returnees to Dar’a governorate.  

COVID-19 Pandemic 

• Some 130,811 COVID-19 cases and 4,283 deaths have 

been confirmed across all areas of Syria as of 30 

September. This is a 51 percent increase in cases and a 

20 percent increase in deaths since end-August.  

• In late September, a lock-down was imposed in the three 

north-eastern governorates of Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa 

and Deir Ezzor, with an exemption for humanitarian 

organizations and grocery stores. However, as 

movement restrictions are preventing beneficiaries from 

reaching food distribution points, WFP is now delivering 

food rations to beneficiaries in their local 

neighbourhoods.  

Monitoring 

• In September, WFP and third-party monitoring (TPM) 

companies conducted 1,111 on-site monitoring (OSM) 

checklists across all 14 governorates to monitor GFA 

distributions, bread distributions, livelihoods activities, 

nutrition activities, cash-based transfer (CBT) 

redemptions and warehouses. Around 20 percent of the 

OSM checklists were conducted directly by WFP 

monitors.  

Challenges 

• WFP requires US$ 477.8 million to sustain operations 

through March 2022.  

Donors 

The largest donors to WFP Syria so far in 2021 ranked by 

contributions: Germany, USA, Canada, Japan and Norway.  

WFP Country Strategy  

Interim Country Strategic Plan (2019-2021) 

Total Requirement (in US$)  2021 Available Contributions 

3.08 billion 635.3 million 

2021 Requirement 
Six-month Net Funding Requirement 
(October 2021 – March 2022, as of 22 September) 

1.27 billion 477.8 million 
 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food insecure populations affected by the crisis, 

including host communities, IDPs and returnees, in all governorates, have 

access to life-saving food to meet their basic food needs all year round. 

Focus area: Crisis Response 

Activities:  

1. Provision of general food assistance in the form of regular in-kind 

monthly food rations and ready-to-eat rations in the initial phase 

of displacement. 

2. Provision of school feeding for pre- and primary school children 

in regular schools and CBT to out-of-school children enrolled in 

informal education or alternate learning opportunities. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure families in urban and rural areas 

affected by the crisis are enabled to meet their basic food and nutrition 

needs and increase their self-reliance throughout the year.  

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

3. Provision of livelihood support through household- and 

communal-level asset creation through food assistance for 

assets (FFA) activities and enhanced human capital through food 

assistance for training (FFT). 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Nutritionally vulnerable groups, especially children 

and pregnant and lactating women and girls, across the Syrian Arab 

Republic have reduced levels of malnutrition throughout the year. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

4. Prevention of acute malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies 

in children aged 6–23 months and pregnant and lactating 

women and girls. 

5. Treatment of moderate acute malnutrition in children aged 6–59 

months and pregnant and lactating women and girls. 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology, strengthen 

global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: Humanitarian partners across the Syrian Arab 

Republic benefit from augmented logistics and emergency 

telecommunications capacity and services, enabling them to provide 

humanitarian assistance throughout the crisis. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

6. Provide coordination, information management, capacity 

development and shared logistics services to sector partners 

that face logistics gaps.  

7. Provide shared ICT services, emergency telecommunications 

coordination and information technology (IT) emergency 

preparedness training to humanitarian organizations in common 

operational areas. 

8. Provide technical assistance and support services to 

humanitarian partners. 

9. Provide passenger and light cargo services to the humanitarian 

community (United Nations Humanitarian Air Service, UNHAS). 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/water-crisis-northern-and-northeast-syria-immediate-response-and-funding

