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In Numbers 
 

 

52,035 people assisted  

In March 2021 

US$0.86 m distributed through value vouchers 

US$0.02 m distributed through cash for training 

US$15.8  million six-month net funding requirements 

(May 2021 – October 2021) 

 

WFP Turkey 
Country Brief 
January 2021 
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Turkey hosts the highest number of refugees in the world, 4 

million people, of which 3.6 million are from Syria. Around 

60,000 refugees reside in 7 camps located in the country’s 

south-east, while the majority live in cities and villages 

throughout the country. The Government of Turkey has 

demonstrated leadership and generosity in providing for the 

needs of these people. Since June 2014, a temporary protection 

regime has granted Syrians access to basic services such as 

healthcare and education. Refugees of other countries continue 

to benefit from International Protection status. 

WFP re-established a presence in Turkey in 2012, in response to 

the Syria crisis. WFP Turkey’s Interim Country Strategic Plan 

(ICSP 2020-2021) seeks to build on WFP’s partnership with the 

Government of Turkey and other stakeholders to contribute to 

refugee households’ ability to meet their basic needs, ensuring 

no vulnerable refugee is left behind. Considering the protracted 

refugee presence in Turkey, the ICSP includes longer-term 

activities including direct engagement in resilience 

programming that creates opportunities for refugees and host 

communities alike.  

 

2020 Human Development Index: 
54 out of 189 

 

Poverty Rate: 28.7 percent living below 

the national poverty line (TUIK) 

 

Population of Turkey: 
83.2 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Operational Updates 

• As of 31 March, 3,277,880 COVID-19 cases have been 

confirmed in Turkey, 31,385 deaths and 2,995,033 recoveries. 

While the nationwide mass vaccination campaign continues, 

the normalization process started as of 1 March on a 

province-to-province basis. On 29 March, the Government 

decided to reinstate the full weekend lockdown in high-risk 

cities amid a surge in the daily infections. Meanwhile, WFP 

continues its operations, making necessary adjustments to 

ensure compliance with COVID-19 safety measures and 

mitigate the risk of transmission. 
• In March, the Deputy Regional Director (DRD) of Cairo 

Regional Bureau, Kate Newton, went on a mission to WFP 

Turkey to get a deeper insight into WFP’s operations across 

the country. The DRD visited Elbeyli camp in the province of 

Kilis, a vocational school where the Kitchen of Hope project is 

being rolled out as well as beneficiary households in Istanbul 

that receive soup kitchen meals.  
• In March, WFP supported a total of 51,629 refugees living in 

six camps in southeast Turkey, through a monthly e-voucher 

payment of TRY 120 (USD 17) per person.  

• 245 participants from the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV)/Kitchen 

of Hope project third cohort are getting ready to start (OJT) 

in seven provinces. However, the Government unveiled 

tighter measures to be in place during the month of Ramadan 

and said that restaurants would only be able to serve food for 

delivery and take-outs. Hence, WFP decided to place 

participants in the restaurants that will keep operating as of 1 

April and prepare a list of alternative restaurants to avoid 

disruptions and bring dropouts to minimum. 

• On 8 March, WFP organized a range of activities to mark the 

International Women’s Day with MUV participants. Activities 

included presentations on the role of women in the 

gastronomy sector, experience-sharing by women 

entrepreneurs, a distribution of purple protective face masks, 

etc.  

• In the framework of the Brussels V Syria Pledging Conference, 

a twenty-year-old MUV participant called Mohammad took 

part in a side event organized by No Lost Generation initiative 

called “What is next for Syria’s children? The impact of a 

decade of war in Syria and neighbouring countries”. During 

this event that took place on 24 March, Mohammad shared 

his experience and his outlook on the future.  

 

49% 51% 

Contact info: turkey.info@wfp.org 

Country Director: Nils Grede 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/turkey 
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Photo Caption: MUV participant in Hatay during the on-the-job 

training. Photo: WFP/Mehmet Cemtaş 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000108573/download/
http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1013
http://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey
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 multi-impact outcome to reduce food waste, increase access 

to high-quality nutritious food for vulnerable households 

and improve living conditions of vulnerable populations in 

cooperation with municipalities and a Dahataze. 

• WFP selected two Turkish academics to conduct a research 

on successful models that support refugee economic 

integration through skills and vocation training based on 

MUV and other livelihoods activities. The study aims to come 

up with a model that can be replicated in other countries. 

This study is expected to start in April. 

• On 24 March, WFP and its partners, Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality and Büyükçekmece Municipality (Istanbul), 

discussed the implementation details of the urban 

agriculture project that will be launched in April. The parties 

agreed on growing a special type of okra in 25,000 square 

meters of land provided by Büyükçekmece Municipality. To 

reach this aim, 20 participants (10 Syrian, 10 Turkish) will be 

provided theoretical and practical training on urban 

agriculture between April and September 2021. 

 

ESSN Meta-Analysis 

 

The meta-analysis that WFP, in cooperation with the Oxford 

Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) and with 

the support of RBC, has been working on for the Emergency 

Social Safety Net (ESSN) since July 2020 has been completed 

and the results have been presented to the European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). The 

final report is at the proof-reading stage. 

 

Success story from the field 

Ali is a Turkish MUV participant in the province of Hatay. Ali 

lost his job as chef due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but 

thanks to the Kitchen of Hope project, he found a job abroad! 

Ali says that his participation in this project gave him the 

courage to apply to jobs outside Turkey, which is something 

he never considered doing before. 

 

 

Donors 

Ireland, Japan, Norway, the Republic of Korea, USAID/BHA, WPD AGCO 

Agriculture, European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 

(ECHO).   

 

WFP Country Strategy 
 

Interim Country Strategic Plan  

(2020-2021) 
Total Requirements 

(in USD) 
Allocated Contributions  

(in USD) 

225 m 185 m 

2021 
Requirements 

(USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding  
Requirements (in USD) 

(May 2021 –October 2021)  

36 m 15.8 m 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome #1: Enhance partnerships to support refugees and 

vulnerable populations, affected by prolonged refugee presence in Turkey to 

equitably access basic needs assistance and labour market opportunities. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Strengthen partnerships with national institutions and partners to improve 

programme implementation. 

• Provide technical support to Government and partners in assisting 

refugees living in Turkish communities.  

• Provide technical support to Government and partners in assisting 

refugees living in camps in Turkey. 

• Provide technical support to Government and partners in assisting 

refugees and vulnerable populations to equitably access labour market 

opportunities. 

• Support Turkey to exchange knowledge, experience and technology with 

other countries through facilitation of South–South and triangular 

cooperation. 

• Provide common services to partners, including UN agencies. 
  

• WFP continues to support Sultangazi Municipality’s soup 

kitchen (Istanbul) to help cook and deliver hot meals to both 

Syrian refugees and vulnerable Turkish citizens. This support, 

which will keep running until mid-2021, is part of the trilateral 

collaboration between WFP, the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) and German Agency for International 

Cooperation (GIZ) that started in July 2020 and came to a close 

in January 2021 for all soup kitchens with the exception of the 

Istanbul one. 

• EMPACT (Empowerment in Action) resilience programme 

technical classes concluded in January with a total of 112 

participants (36 Syrians, 76 Turkish). 29 participants have already 

started on-the-job training (OJT) and 33 already started formal 

employment. The OJT registration process for the rest of the 

particiants is ongoing. Also, WFP is finalizing the preparations 

for the second pilot, which is going to be implemented in 

Şanlıurfa and Adıyaman, with 50 participants in each province. 

EMPACT is implemented jointly by WFP, Microsoft, Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung Foundation and a local cooperating partner, 

‘Kodluyoruz’, under the guidance of WFP Innovation 

Accelerator. 

• As part of its preparations to start the implementation of the 

Network Fresh pilot in Istanbul in mid-April, WFP met with Şişli 

Municipality (Istanbul) and a start-up called Dahataze on 18 

March to discuss the project indicators and the vulnerability 

criteria. In addition, WFP prepared a survey that will be shared 

with 23 restaurants to better understand the current behaviours 

regarding food surplus. Designed as a COVID-19 adaptation of 

a larger WFP livelihood project, this model seeks to generate a 


