
   
  

      

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

 

105,000 people assisted  

in March 2021 

900 mt of food assistance 

in March 2021 

USD 359,000 of voucher assistance  

in March 2021 

USD 9.9 million six-month net funding 

requirements (May – October 2021) 
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Operational Context 

Persistent insecurity and instability since Libya’s 2011 

uprising have led the socioeconomic, humanitarian and 

protection environment to deteriorate significantly. A 

decade later, many households are struggling to meet their 

basic needs and face high unemployment rates, a severe 

economic downturn and struggling public services, 

compounded by the absence of previously elaborate social 

safety nets. Sudden-onset shocks, including the emergence 

of COVID-19, have also rendered the situation more 

complex. But momentum towards peace is building, with a 

ceasefire agreed in October 2020 and an interim 

Government of National Unity appointed in March 2021. 

Confronted with this multi-layered and volatile crisis, WFP 

has maintained its ability to rapidly adapt and respond to 

needs. Under its Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP) 2019-

2021, WFP assists food-insecure and vulnerable people in 

Libya, including crisis-affected internally displaced persons, 

returnees, non-displaced populations, refugees, asylum-

seekers and migrants in urban settings. The ICSP 

encompasses general and emergency food assistance as 

well as complementary programmes such as school feeding 

and food assistance for training to build resilience and 

empower youth and women. WFP also engages across the 

humanitarian-development-peace nexus and supports the 

review and rehabilitation of social protection systems.    

WFP co-leads the Food Security Sector and leads the 

Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications Sectors. To 

strengthen the humanitarian community’s capacity, WFP 

manages the UN Humanitarian Air Service and UN Hub in 

Benghazi. 

 

 

 

Population: 6.7 million Libyans and 0.63 million migrants/refugees (estimated) 

Operational Updates 

• In March, WFP reached over 105,000 people in need 

through its programmes in Libya, which include 

general and emergency food distributions, provision 

of commodity e-vouchers, food assistance for 

training activities and school feeding. 

• Over 23,000 vulnerable individuals in urban areas 

redeemed commodity e-vouchers for redemption of 

food assistance at local stores. These SMS-based 

vouchers have the triple benefit of restoring dignity 

to beneficiaries, stimulating the economy and 

helping strengthen the technological capacity of 

local partners. WFP is working to expand its use of 

vouchers in 2021 to more beneficiaries in urban 

areas where the impact on markets is positive. 

• WFP conducted training for its new cooperating 

partner, Alsafwa, as well as school-level focal points, 

before beginning the implementation of a new 

school feeding project in coordination with UNICEF 

under the Education Cannot Wait fund. The project 

will run until 31 July and aims to support 2,000 

vulnerable migrant schoolchildren attending non-

formal education facilities in Sebha. Distributions of 

daily school meals for close to 900 schoolchildren 

began in late March, with further distributions 

scheduled to begin in the first weeks of April. 

• Together with local partners and UNHCR, WFP 

provided ready-to-eat food rations to close to 7,000 

vulnerable refugees and asylum-seekers in 

Azzawiya, Misrata and Tripoli, including a number of 

urgent cases newly released from detention. 

• Trainings continued in Sirte, as part of a project to 

build livelihood skills for 500 young people and 

connect them to income-generating opportunities. 

Courses vary widely, including training heavy 

machine operators, electricians, plasterers, caterers, 

and mobile phone repair technicians. The project is 

being conducted with WFP’s local partners and in 

coordination with Sirte Municipality, UNDP, UNFPA 

and UNICEF under the UN Peacebuilding Fund. 

 

 

•  

Photo: Khadija, who has recently graduated from a WFP 
food assistance for training course in Rigdaleen, receives a 
gas cylinder and stove from WFP to support her new 
cooking business. © WFP  
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Gender 

• Food assistance for training activities for 2021 are 

ongoing in Ajdabiya as part of a project funded by 

UN Women aiming to provide vocational training to 

200 women. Courses, tailored to skills needed in the 

local job market, include photography, tailoring and 

cooking. 

• WFP participated in a series of local events 

celebrating International Women’s Day, including a 

panel event organized by UN Women highlighting 

the role of female humanitarians in Libya. 

Sectors and Common Services 

• In March, the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

performed weekly flights connecting the East and 

the West of the country - going from Tunis to Tripoli 

and Benghazi and back - providing vital access for 

over 200 passengers from 33 different 

organizations. Managed by WFP, UNHAS is vitally 

important in transporting humanitarian actors and 

light cargo to Libya’s main hubs. Funding is currently 

sufficient for the operation to maintain its services 

until June. 

• The Emergency Telecommunications Sector’s inter-

agency common feedback mechanism (CFM) 

received around 1,700 calls in March from people 

requesting information or assistance. The majority 

of calls were related to humanitarian services, and 

were resolved. The CFM is also being used as a 

national COVID-19 informational hotline, and its 

trained operators continue to share official health 

guidelines and refer suspected COVID-19 cases to 

the National Centre for Disease Control as required. 

• ETS internet connectivity services are also being 

provided at UNHCR’s Community Day Centre in 

Tripoli to help persons of concern communicate with 

their communities and loved ones; a total of 41 

people used the service in March 2021. 

Challenges 

• As a result of insecurity and the socioeconomic 

impacts of COVID-19, humanitarian organizations 

including WFP are receiving a high number of 

requests for food assistance from national and local 

authorities across Libya. WFP urgently requires USD 

9.9 million to sustain operations through October 

2021, in order to respond to rising needs and ensure 

that this health crisis does not also become a food 

crisis. 

Donors (in alphabetical order) 

Canada, CERF, Czech Republic, EU Humanitarian Aid, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation (SDC), USAID’s Bureau for 

Humanitarian Assistance (BHA), United Nations Peacebuilding 

Fund, WFP Multilateral Donors, WFP Private Sector Partners, 

World Bank 

Contact info: Ellie Swingewood (eleanor.swingewood@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Rawad Halabi  
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Libya 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Interim Country Strategic Plan (2019-2021) 

Total Requirements (USD) 2021 Allocated Contributions (USD) 

106 million 21.1 million 

2021 Requirements (USD) 
Six-Month Net Funding Requirements 

(USD) (May – October 2021) 

41.8 million 9.9 million 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Crisis-affected vulnerable populations in Libya, 

including schoolchildren, have access to sufficient and nutritious food 

during and in the aftermath of crises 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide assistance to food-insecure and vulnerable people in 

Libya, including schoolchildren, and pilot complementary 

interventions that improve food security and nutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable populations across Libya have 

strengthened livelihoods and restored access to basic services all year 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide skills strengthening to vulnerable communities and 

enhance national and local safety nets 

Strategic Outcome 3: The humanitarian community in Libya has 

strengthened capacity to assist vulnerable populations during and in the 

aftermath of crises 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide logistics services to humanitarian partners in Libya 

• Provide air services for personnel and light cargo (UN 

Humanitarian Air Service - UNHAS) 

• Provide common ICT to humanitarian partners in Libya 

• The opening of the UN Hub in Benghazi, a UN compound shared 

by UNSMIL and UN agencies 

 

Monitoring and Assessment 

• In March, WFP’s third-party monitoring partner 

conducted 109 onsite visits to monitor food distributions 

across 44 different sites in the West, East and South of the 

country. No security or protection-related incidents were 

reported during the March round. WFP will continue 

ensuring that COVID-19 preventative measures are 

implemented by all partners. 

• WFP conducted 300 random calls to recipients of the 

February round of assistance, to collect their feedback 

regarding the distribution process. The sample was 

stratified by modality (general food assistance, commodity 

e-vouchers and ready-to-eat rations) in eight cities in 

the West and South. Key findings revealed that all 

beneficiaries (100 percent) confirmed receiving assistance, 

and all reported receiving their preferred commodities. 

Among refugees, 56 percent reported interest 

in WFP’s vocational skills training. More than 98 percent 

reported that they were asked to follow COVID-19 

preventative measures at distribution sites.  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Libya

