
Photo caption: “Every day with WFP is a new challenge to overcome, so far, my experience is very fruitful and exciting,” says Dana. Photo: WFP 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In Numbers 
 
 
 

 

 

1,415,260 people assisted in March 2021 

US$21 m cash-based transfers made 

US$204.0 m six months net funding requirements (May 

2021 – October 2021)  

 

Operational Context 

Lebanon, long considered a middle-income country, is rapidly 

sinking into poverty as it faces a triple shock from the 

unprecedented economic crisis, the impact of COVID-19 on 

employment and public health, and the consequences of 

Beirut port explosion.  It is also at the forefront of the Syrian 

crisis: as of 2021, there are an estimated 1.5 million Syrian 

refugees in Lebanon (UNHCR). The massive influx of refugees 

has placed a significant strain on existing resources and host 

communities. 

Rising poverty is leading to more food insecurity in Lebanon. 

The World Bank estimates that over half of the Lebanese 

population are poor, while 22 percent of the Lebanese 

population (approximately 850,000 people) are extremely 

poor. Meanwhile, almost the entire Syrian refugee population 

became extremely poor in 2020. WFP surveys found that 21 

percent of Lebanese, 50 percent of Syrian refugees, and 33 

percent of refugees of other nationalities are food insecure. 

Rising unemployment and high inflation as a result of the 

economic crisis and COVID-19 measures are key reasons both 

Lebanese and Syrian refugees are becoming food insecure. 

The Lebanon Country Strategic Plan (CSP), which came into 

effect in January 2018, is aligned with the Government-

endorsed Lebanon Crisis Response Plan (2017–2020), the 

United Nations Strategic Framework (2017–2021), and 

Lebanon National Agriculture Strategy (2020 – 2025). It 

positions WFP as a major partner of the Government and 

other United Nations agencies in crisis response and towards 

the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. WFP 

is currently revising the CSP to reflect the increased needs in 

2021. 

WFP has been present in Lebanon since 2012. 

 

 

Operational Updates 

• In March, WFP assisted a total of 1,415,260 beneficiaries 

through cash-based transfer modalities amounting to 

USD 21 million and through distribution of family food 

parcels as part of the COVID-19 and economic crisis 

response. The people assisted were 510,253 vulnerable 

Lebanese, 896,355 Syrian refugees, and 8,652 refugees 

of other nationalities.  

• Food availability and access for all population in 

Lebanon are becoming major concerns as the economic 

crisis and political deadlock deepens. Given the potential 

lifting of subsidies in the coming months, the needs, 

already high, are likely to further increase while WFP’s 

delivery mechanisms are increasingly at risk. WFP is 

exploring options and will operationalize all necessary 

measures to maintain and augment its capacity to 

deliver lifesaving assistance in an increasingly 

challenging environment, with full consideration of the 

potential impact of WFP measures on social cohesion 

and the local markets.     

• As movement restrictions continued to be lifted 

throughout March with the COVID-19 lockdown lifted on 

22 March, WFP reached almost 300,000 of the most 

vulnerable Lebanese affected by COVID-19 and the 

economic crisis with food parcels. Given the current 

context, WFP will not shift the distribution modality  to 

cash-based transfer (CBT) starting in April as originally 

planned but will extend its in-kind emergency response 

through the end of 2021.     

• Distribution of take-home rations also took place 

throughout March for the families of students enrolled in 

the 83 schools that are part of WFP’s school feeding 

programme. They received a 30-kg food parcel 

composed of dry staple items through staggered 

distributions at the schools. So far, more than 100,000 

beneficiaries have been reached.  

• Livelihoods activities resumed with on-site training and 

activities for Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) and Food 

Assistance for Training (FFT) participants, with 12,000 

people reached through livelihoods activities in March.  

• WFP assisted 105,006 vulnerable Lebanese through the 

National Poverty Targeting Programme (NPTP) in March. 

As part of the NPTP scale-up, around 6,000 food e-cards 

will be distributed to new beneficiaries in April and the 

newly registered households will receive two months of 

assistance in their first month enrolled in the 

programme.  
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2019 Human Development Index: 93 out 

of 189 

2019 Gross National Income per capita 

(PPP): USD 14,655 

Population: 6.8 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 
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beneficiaries redeemed their assistance.  

• Monitoring of school feeding in-kind distributions shows 

that most beneficiaries were satisfied with the quality and 

quantity of the food parcel. However, almost half of the 

beneficiaries are concerned about coping with the 

persisting economic crisis as well as the future of their 

children’s education. 

A Story Worth Telling  

 

Maria encourages women to do whatever they want. “Let them prove 

themselves as I did. I am very confident and very proud of myself for 

what I did,” she says.  Photo: WFP 

To mark International Women’s Day on 8 March and highlight 

staff contribution to WFP’s work, a number of women staff of 

WFP Lebanon shared their experience of how WFP supports 

them in fulfilling their roles in a welcoming environment. 

According to Maria Karam, security assistant at WFP Lebanon, 

WFP has been a constant support for her in her domain of 

work. “The environment is supportive of women from day one, 

in fact from when I first applied. They mention in the 

application that women are encouraged to apply,” says Maria.  

Similar to Maria, Dana Safa explains how WFP supported her in 

her own journey as a woman in the IT field. “Throughout the 

years, the environment at WFP has proven to be totally 

supportive of me and all the other women in a job like mine, 

which is stereotyped as a ‘male job’.”  

In addition to staff support, gender considerations are also 

integral in WFP’s programmes. WFP prioritizes gender 

mainstreaming to ensure the needs of women and men are 

met and to ensure equal participation of men and women 

throughout its activities.   

Donors  

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Croatia, European Commission, 

France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Private 

Donors, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Switzerland, UN CERF, 

United Kingdom, USA 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2021)  

Total Requirements 
(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions (in USD) 

1.8 bn 1.42 bn 

2021 Requirements  
(in USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding Requirements (in 

USD) (May 2021 – October 2021) 

532 m 204.0 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure refugees – including school-age children 

– and crisis-affected host populations have access to lifesaving, nutritious and 

affordable food throughout the year 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBTs) 

• In-kind food assistance 

• School meal activities 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food  

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable women and men in targeted refugee and 

Lebanese communities sustainably improve their skills, capacities, and 

livelihood opportunities by 2020 

Focus area:  Resilience-building 

Activities:  

• Individual capacity strengthening activities (CBTs) 

• Asset creation and livelihood support activities (CBTs) 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable populations in Lebanon are enabled to meet 

their basic food needs all year long 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBT) 

Strategic Result 5: Developing countries have strengthened capacity to 

implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions and national and international 

humanitarian actors are supported in their efforts to improve the effectiveness 

and efficiency of their assistance 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Institutional capacity strengthening activities 

Assessments & Monitoring 

• As of 31 March, 97 percent of beneficiaries who received their 

cash-based entitlements redeemed their assistance through 

shops and ATMs. 

• The latest assessment of market prices indicates that the food 

portion of the Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) 

reached a total price of LBP 190,662 in March, marking a 22 

percent increase from February. 

• In March, beneficiary household feedback was received 

remotely via phone calls, with ATM and shop monitoring 

resuming on 22 March as lockdown restrictions were lifted. 

Monitoring and crowd control measures ensured that the 

necessary precautions and safety measures were taken when 

Contact info: Yein Kim, Head of Reporting (yein.kim@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Abdallah Alwardat   

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Lebanon  
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