
In Numbers 

US$ 3.71 m cash-based transfers made 

US$ 52.6 m six month (May – October 2021) net 

funding  requirements 

408,200 people assisted  

In March 2021 
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Operational Context 

WFP Egypt’s 2018-2023 Country Strategic Plan (CSP) focuses on 

strengthening national capacities to tackle underlying causes of 

vulnerability to food insecurity and malnutrition while 

responding to humanitarian needs. Further, the CSP promotes 

the exchange of knowledge and best practices on food security 

and nutrition through South-South and Triangular Cooperation.  

Egypt is ranked 116 out of 189 countries in the 2019 Human 

Development Index (HDI) and ranks 83rd in the 2020 Sustainable 

Development Goals Index, moving up 9 ranks from the previous 

year. Egypt is also ranked 60 out of 113 countries for the 2020 

Global Food Security Index, down 5 ranks compared to 2019 

(2020 EIU). Moreover, national poverty rates declined to 29.7 

percent in 2019/2020 compared to 32.5 percent in 2017/2018.     

In regard to gender equality, Egypt ranks 134 out of 153 on the 

2020 Global Gender Gap Index. According to the United Nations 

International Labor Organization, the rate of youth not in 

education, employment or training (NEET) was approximately 

27.2 percent in 2019. This phenomenon disproportionately 

affects women, particularly in rural areas where the NEET rate 

is 39.7 percent for women compared to 19.4 percent for men. 

As a response to food security challenges, the Government of 

Egypt implements an extensive social protection system that 

assists vulnerable members of the population. WFP’s 

programmes support these social safety nets through various 

interventions. WFP has been operating in Egypt since 1968.  

 

2019 Human Development Index:      

116 out of 189 

 Chronic malnutrition: 21.4% of 

children between 6 and 59 months 

 Population: 101.2  million (CAPMAS,  
November 2020) 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates   

• As of 31 March 2021, a total of 201,432 COVID-19 cases 

and 11,956 deaths were confirmed in Egypt (Johns 

Hopkins COVID-19 Resource Center).  

• Together with the Ministry of Education (MOE), WFP 

assisted about 33,500 families of community school 

children across 7 governorates with cash assistance 

redeemable at local retail shops. The assistance aims to 

protect the food security of vulnerable families from 

socio-economic impacts of the pandemic.  

• In collaboration with MOE, WFP initiated the provision of 

technological upgrades (tablets, projection screens, Wi-

Fi connection) to 450 community schools, out of which 

50 community schools were also provided with ICT 

trainings for teachers. Through these efforts, MOE and 

WFP aim to increase schools’ access to online 

educational platforms and promote digital learning. 

• To economically empower women, WFP in partnership 

with the Ministry of Social Solidarity (MOSS) and non-

governmental organizations provided 750 women with 

micro-loans for the launch or expansion of income-

generating activities with a total value of USD 260,600 

(EGP 4.1 million) in 10 governorates.  

• WFP provided food assistance through cash-based 

transfers to about 117,300 registered refugees (from 

nine different countries) to help secure their basic food 

needs.  

• As part of the ‘First 1,000 days’ national nutrition 

programme and WFP’s COVID-19 emergency response, 

WFP in collaboration with MOSS provided cash top-ups 

to about 25,000 vulnerable Egyptian children under two 

years of age registered under the national social 

protection programme, ‘Takaful and Karama’.  

• As of March 2021, over 1,500 smallholder farmers in 

Southern Egypt engaged in community mobilisation 

activities and benefited from training on sustainbable 

agricultural irrigation. 

• To ensure local ownership and sustainability of the scale 

up of successful rural development initiatives in Upper 

Egypt, Government officials from line ministries and 

WFP concluded a plan for the assessment of villages in 

preparation for the scale-up of rural development 

support in Aswan. The plan was developed through a 

joint workshop with representatives from the Aswan 

governorate and other governmental and technical 

experts. 
Contact info: Christine Hanna (christine.hanna@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Menghestab Haile 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/egypt 

Photo Caption: The ‘Knocking on Doors’ Campaign helped reach 

over 250,000 men and women head of households with key 

messages advocating for equal opportunities in entrepreneurship 

and financial inclusion. ©WFP Egypt 

Note: number of refugees assisted  

cash-based transfer value are estimates  

as assistance is ongoing at time of publication. 

67% 33% 

http://www1.wfp.org/countries/egypt
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Highlights 

Launch of "Ayadi Masr" platform: Women 

handicrafts e-commerce platform 

The Ministry of Local Development in partnership WFP 

launched the ‘Ayadi Misr’ e-commerce platform to economically 

empower women by digitally marketing their locally produced 

handicrafts and products in various governorates across Egypt. 

The new platform enhances women’s economic participation 

and promotes the local heritage of their respective 

governorates. The platform also provides linkages to multiple 

development programmes and projects and is expected to later 

link with international markets. Link to Ayadi Misr platform 

here. 

WFP Chief of Staff and Denmark’s Ambassador to 

Egypt visit WFP programmes in Luxor 

WFP Chief of Staff, Gresham Barrett, and Denmark’s 

Ambassador Svend Olling, visited joint Government and WFP 

programmes in the governorate of Luxor, observing the various 

interventions undertaken as part of a holistic and community-

wide approach to rural development. The visit included a tour 

of consolidated land plots and a review of the methods used for 

improved agro-processing and environmentally sustainable 

irrigation. In addition, the group also visited one of WFP and the 

Ministry of Education’s flagship ‘Community Hubs’ where they 

engaged with students, teachers and parents benefiting from 

the school’s technological upgrades, as well as women 

economic empowerement activties. The delegation also visited 

the Luxor Center for Knowledge Sharing and Innovation 

managed jointly by the Government and WFP. The Center 

supports the achievement of the 2030 Agenda and national 

developmental priorities through the exchange of best 

practices and innovations among government and 

development partners.  

‘Knocking on Doors” Campaign for the 

empowerment of rural women  

On the occasion of Egyptian Women’s Day, WFP and the 

National Council for Women launched the ‘Knocking on Doors’ 

Campaign to promote awareness on economic participation 

and financial inclusion of women in rural areas. The campaign 

took place in nine governorates focusing on the poorest villages 

of the national ‘Hayah Kareema’ social protection initiative. 

About 470 rural social workers were trained and and over 

250,000 men and women heads of households were reached 

with key messages advocating for equal access to 

entrepreneurship opportunities and financial inclusion as well 

as raising awareness on available national services. 

WFP Ambassador, Hend Sabry, meets Mariam! 

Celebrating International Women’s Day, WFP Goodwill 

Ambassador, Hend Sabry, spoke to one of WFP Egypt’s 

livelihoods beneficiaries, Mariam from Fayoum, via a virtual 

interview. Mariam shared how the Government and WFP’s joint 

programme has empowered her to better her life for herself 

and her family. The interview can be viewed on WFP’s Facebook 

page at the link here.  

Donors 

(In alphabetical order) Egypt, Germany, Italy, Mastercard, Netherlands, 

Norway, PepsiCo, Sawiris Foundation for Social Development, Shell, 

United States  

WFP Country Strategy 
 

Egypt Country Strategic Plan (2018–2023) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

586 m  174.5 m 

2021 Requirements 

(in US$) 

Six Month Net Funding Requirements 

 (in USD) (May – October 2021) 

117 m  52.6 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food insecure and most vulnerable children and 

families in targeted areas of Egypt have access to food all year round. 

Focus area:  Root causes of food insecurity, vulnerability and inadequate 

education 

Activities:  

• Support and complement the Government’s social protection 

programmes to ensure the food and nutritional needs of school children 

are met. 

• Provide livelihood and capacity strengthening activities to urban and 

rural communities, especially adolescent youth. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure refugees, displaced populations and 

host communities in Egypt have access to adequate food all year round. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide food and nutrition assistance and activities that build the 

resilience of refugees, displaced populations, and host communities 

• Provide crisis assistance to local populations affected by COVID-19 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted populations in Egypt have improved 

nutritional status by 2030. 

Focus area:  Root causes of the double burden of malnutrition 

Activities:  

• Support and complement the Government’s programmes to nutritionally 

vulnerable communities (with focus on pregnant and lactating women 

and children aged 6-23 months) in targeted areas and support related 

activities such as awareness raising. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 4: Vulnerable smallholder farmer and Bedouin 

communities in targeted Governorates of Egypt have resilient livelihoods by 

2030. 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide support to vulnerable smallholder farmer and Bedouin 

communities to improve their resilience through technology transfer, 

market-access training, diversification of livelihoods, and the creation 

and rehabilitation of assets. 

Strategic Result 5:   Developing countries have strengthened capacities to 

implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 5: The Government of Egypt has enhanced capacity to 

target and assist vulnerable populations and share its experience with 

selected countries to achieve Zero Hunger by 2030.  

Focus area:  Root causes of food insecurity and malnutrition 

Activities:  

• Provide institutional capacity strengthening to the Government and 

develop innovative solutions to enhance social protection and resilience 

building programmes and systems.  

• Facilitate regional and international knowledge and technological 

exchanges between countries to achieve common development goals. 
 

*Subscribe to the monthly WFP Egypt newsletter  

by sending us your email at wfp.egy.info@wfp.org 

 

https://ayadymisr.com/
https://ayadymisr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WFPMENA/videos/1144808739282622
mailto:wfp.egy.info@wfp.org

