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There are 80 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Somalia, as of 14 April, with five fatalities and two recoveries recorded. Local 
transmissions will strain the already-weak healthcare system in the country. In Gedo, those displaced last month1 have 
been able to return home. The Gu rainy season (Apr-Jun) has started with moderate-to-heavy showers in several regions; 
intensified rains could trigger flooding, especially if the Shabelle and Juba Rivers burst. It is likely that there will be an 
increase of acute watery diarrhoea cases. In the midst of the rains and the virus outbreak, an alarming desert locust 
infestation continues, with new swarms breeding in the north-east.Locusts have and will decimate food crops and pasture. 
The 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan is 12 per cent funded with US$127.1 received of $1.03 billion requested.
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PEOPLE REACHED: Jan - Mar 2020

0.6 million
People Reached6

 0.3M
Men

0.3M
Women

0.06M
Boys

   0.06M
Girls

Targeted Reached

FUNDING: 2020 HRP5

12%1.03 billion
Requested (US$)

127 million
Received (US$)

People in IPC 3 & 4 (millions)4

5.2m 
people in need

3m 
people targeted

12.3m
population

2.6m
displaced
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

SO1
Meet the basic needs 
of 3 million people, 
including 1.6 million 
non-IDPs and 1.4 
million IDPs, across 74 
districts by the end of 
2020.

SO2
Strengthen the protection 
of the rights to safety and 
dignity of 3 million people 
currently affected by 
conflict and climatic 
shocks, including 510,000 
women, 1,050,000 girls, 
480,000 men and 
1,050,000 boys.

SO3 SO4
Reduce the prevalence 
of acute malnutrition 
and health needs, 
currently affecting 
more than 1.8 million 
people, by the end of 
2020.

Enhance capacities to 
cope with siginificant 
shocks for 940,000 
non-IDPs and 400,000 
IDPs by the end of 2020.
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 2,000 IDP sites in Somalia

Improve the living conditions and protection of IDPs in sites and settlements, and ensure access to services and assistance for all people 
in need, with a focus on moving towards durable solutions with the full participation of displaced and host communities.
                         For more information, contact kziga@iom.int

Needs
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) systems are 
required to ensure equitable access to services and protection for 
displaced persons in informal settlements, whose basic needs are 
not met due to the inconsistent provision of services or exclusion 
from humanitarian support. This is as a result of poor targeting of 
sites. CCCM services aim to reduce barriers to assistance, ensure 
access to quality basic services, enhance the accountability of 
humanitarian actors to affected populations, and strengthen 
community participation and empowerment through consistent 
engagement.

During March, the newly-constructed community centre in Baidoa 
was fully stocked with resources; simultaneously, some 45 
community leaders - including 25 women - from IDP sites in the town 
were given camp management training. Similar trainings were also 
conducted in Gaalkacyo (50 people trained), Luuq (45 people) and 
Banadir (30 people). Elsewhere, partners distributed mainteneance 
tools to improve IDP sites in Mogadishu, and started cash-for-work 
schemes across IDP sites in Belet Xaawo which will benefit over 250 
displaced people. Finally, in Kismayo, 150 community volunteers 
conducted camp cleanups across nine sites in the town, with partners 
installing critical community solar lights in each.

2.4 million people-in-need

CLUSTER OVERVIEW

Response

Number of sites with established CCCM mechanisms

Overall target1500
sites

49%
reach/target

Reached by sex & age

N/A* men
N/A women
N/A boys
N/A girls

742 Cumulative sites reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

N/A elderly

Number of people benefitting from site improvement 
projects

Overall people targeted

52%
reach/target

733k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

112k men
148k women
178k boys
220k girls

76k elderly

1.4
million
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Education
Ensure emergency- and crisis-affected children have access to safe, protective learning environments, and are engaged in life-saving 
learning.                        For more information, contact sskovgard@unicef.org

1.4 million people-in-need

During March, the newly-constructed community centre in Baidoa 
was fully stocked with resources; simultaneously, some 45 
community leaders - including 25 women - from IDP sites in the town 
were given camp management training. Similar trainings were also 
conducted in Gaalkacyo (50 people trained), Luuq (45 people) and 
Banadir (30 people). Elsewhere, partners distributed mainteneance 
tools to improve IDP sites in Mogadishu, and started cash-for-work 
schemes across IDP sites in Belet Xaawo which will benefit over 250 
displaced people. Finally, in Kismayo, 150 community volunteers 
conducted camp cleanups across nine sites in the town, with partners 
installing critical community solar lights in each.

Number of school children reached with emeregency
school feeding programmes

Overall children targeted

17%
reach/target

51k Cumulative children reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
28k boys
23k girls

N/A elderly

200k
Number of school children reached with emergency
teaching and learning materials

Overall children targeted

27%
reach/target

83k Cumulative children reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
45k boys
38k girls

N/A elderly

307
thousand

200k
Number of classrooms constructed or restored with
child-friendly, inclusive WASH facilities available to
emergency-affected school children

Overall target

10%
reach/target

535 Cumulative rooms reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
N/A boys
N/A girls

N/A elderly

5000
rooms

200k
Number of children reached with Education in
Emergency assistance

Overall children targeted

38%
reach/target

117k Cumulative children reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
65k boys
52k girls

N/A elderly

307
thousand

307
thousand

Needs
The Education Cluster estimates that approximately 1.37 million 
crisis-affected children, including 691,000 girls, need education 
assistance during 2020. These children are amongst the most 
vulnerable, and are either food insecure (IPC 2-4), displaced, or both. 
In any crisis, the education of children is a critical component of 
life-saving and resilience-building. To address these needs, cluster 
partners will target over 307,000 children with Education in 
Emergencies assistance over the course of 2020. Children face risks 
external to school in Somalia, many of which are protection-related. 
Forced recruitment, child labour and early marriage are all examples 
of abuses that access to protective education can mitigate, by 
providing the children with a safe space during the crisis. Displaced 
children, in particular, are disproportionately affected by the impacts 
of the ongoing crisis, with over one million school-aged child IDPs in 
need of education assistance. Education must be effectively 
supported as a critical tool to help break the cycle of vulnerability 
which exists in many households.       

As of March, 117,000 children, including 52,000 girls, are being 
supported with Education in Emergencies assistance. This represents 
a 9 per cent increase on January’s reach, although that increase is 
partly due to improved reporting on the behalf of Education Cannot 
Wait grantees and partners in the field. In light of the COVID-19 virus’ 
confirmation in Somalia, all schools have been closed for two weeks. 
During this time, Education Cluster partners will continue emergency 
school feeding, teacher incentive programmes and psychosocial 
support. Some 83,000 children, including 38,000 girls, are being 
supported with teaching and learning materials, while 51,000 children 
are being supported with emergency school feeding - both as of 31 
March.

Response



Food Security 4.7 million people-in-need

Improve immediate access to food for food insecure populations, and provde seasonally appropriate livelihood inputs, including livestock 
asset protection, to sustain local food production.        For more information, contact mulugeta.shibru@fao.org // bernard.mrewa@wfp.org
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*Health Cluster data is backdated by one month due to circumstances beyond the control of the cluster or OCHA Somalia.

Health*
Target vulnerable people with improved healthcare, with a focus on life-saving services, including timely and adequate responses to 
disease outbreaks/epidemics.                       For more information, contact hampton@who.int

3.1 million people-in-need
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Needs
The health response seeks to reach those who are most-at-risk due 
to poor physical and/or mental well-being, as well as those who face 
limited access to healthcare services. Life-saving and preventive 
interventions will target several intersecting vulnerable groups: those 
displaced and marginalized; those suffering from malnutrition and 
concomitant illnesses; those with insufficient access to water 

During March, to build COVID-19 response preparedness, the WHO 
conducted a two-day training of trainers (ToT) in Mogadishu, which 
was attended by representatives from the Federal Ministry of Health, 
airport staff and other health workers. Elsewhere, Bay and Lower 
Shabelle have seen outbreaks of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) and 
cholera, following recent flooding in the area. At least 148 cases 
have been recorded, and a new Cholera Treatment Center (CTC) has 
been established in Belet Weyne. In addition, Health and WASH 
Cluster partners have been working on case tracing and scaling up 
community awareness on hygiene/sanitation in the affected areas. 
This has included education regarding case definition, case 
detection, early treatment, infection prevention control and medical 
supply provision.          
    

Response

People reached
(Feb 2020)

Needs
Concerns regarding the locust infestation persist as the Gu rainy 
season commences; the hatching of a new generation of swarms 
might lead to damage to pastures across the country, hampering 
crop yields. According to the latest analysis, it is expected that the 
emergence of the novel coronavirus in Somalia will also have a 
direct impact on households’ income and access to food.

In March, the cluster assisted 623,000 people in severe food insecurity 
(38 per cent), and almost 100,000 people with seasonal inputs. 
Partners also reached 178,000 beneficiaries through conditional 
transfers for livelihood assets creation - this area of activity requires 
more investment given the damage that locusts will/have cause/d.

Response

leading to diarrheal disease; those yet to be immunized, exposing the 
wider population to outbreaks; and survivors of gender-based 
violence. Violence and traumatic injury claim many lives and result in 
permanent disabilities if not addressed.    

200k
Number of beneficiaries supported with livelihood
assets

Overall people targeted

12%
reach/target

178k People reached
(Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

75k men
72k women
15k boys
15k girls

900 elderly

1.5
million

200k
Number of beneficiaries in severe food insecurity
reached

Overall people targeted

38%
reach/target

623k People reached
(Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

311k men
299k women
6k boys
6k girls

580 elderly

1.6
million

200k
Number of beneficiaries supported with livelihood 
inputs and livelihood assets protection

Overall people targeted

9%
reach/target

143k People reached
(Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

69k men
67k women
3k boys
3k girls

950 elderly

1.5
million

Number of outpatient consultations

Consultations targeted

17%
reach/target

427k Cumulative consultations
(from Jan to Feb 2020)

Reached by sex & age

42k men
163k women
101k boys
108k girls

13k elderly

2.5
million



Nutrition 1.6 million people-in-need

Improve the nutrition status and access to nutrition services for emergency-affected populations through predictable, timely, effective, 
at-scale response, thereby enhancing overall resilience.                For more information, contact naema.hirad@wfp.org
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Needs
There are approximately 963,000 children under the age of five who 
will likely face acute malnutrition through December 2020 in Somalia, 
including 162,000 who will likely be severely malnourished (FSNAU). 
The current Jilaal dry period (Jan-March) contributes to higher rates 
of malnutrition through reduced crop production and milk availability, 
and disease outbreaks.

In March, partners reached 56,000 new cases of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM), as well as 104,000 children under five and 24,000 
pregnant/breastfeeding women with moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM). In addition, over 205,000 pregnant/lactating women (PLWs) 
received child feeding counselling, while 215, 000 PLWs and 54,000 
infants received supplemental nutrition services.

Response

200k
Number of boys and girls (6-59 months) with
moderate acute malnutrition treated

Overall children targeted

14%
reach/target

85k Cumulative children reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
42k boys
43k girls

N/A elderly

623
thousand

200k
Number of pregnant and lactating women with acute
malnutrition treated

Overall women targeted

12%
reach/target

24k Women reached
(From Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
24k women
N/A boys
N/A girls

N/A elderly

200
thousand

200k
Number of boys and girls (6-59 months) with
severe acute malnutrition treated

Overall children targeted

32%
reach/target

56k Children reached
(From Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
26k boys
30k girls

N/A elderly

178
thousand

In March, cluster partners reached a total of 72,000 individuals (47 
percent children, 62 percent women and girls) with protection 
information and services.

During February, a total of 20,500 children and 14,370 caregivers 
were reached with integrated child protection services, including 
case management services, psychosocial support services, 
community-based child protection structures and systems to 
prevent and respond to violence against children. This includes 1,600 
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) who received 

Response

Protection 
Provide effective and quality protection services to women, men, girls and boys affected by conflict and emergencies, and strengthen 
overall protection policy.                   For more information, contact anna.geller@drcsomalia.org // beau@unhcr.org

2.9 million people-in-need

Needs
A total of 1.9 million people are currently targeted by the Protection 
Cluster (2020), including 926,000 children and adults by child 
protection (CP) partners, and 769,000 by gender-based violence 
(GBV) partners. In February, a total of 16,000 people were newly 
evicted in Somalia. Given COVID-19, there is a need to reinforce 
communication with communities regarding preventive measures, 
and to adapt it to target specific groups.

specialized age and gender-sensitive protection through individual 
case management. Almost 200 UASC were documented and provided 
with appropriate family tracing services. Elsewhere, 6,300 children 
and 1,700 caregivers were supported with access to 
community-based psychosocial support through child friendly spaces 
(CFS), club activities and parents support sessions.

Also during February, GBV partners reached more than 18,000 
beneficiaries (53 per cent women, 18 per cent girls) with preventive 
support and information. Just under 6,000 GBV survivors (including 
1,000 girls) received medical care, legal assistance or protection in 
safe houses. 2,000 GBV survivors received support towards their 
socio-economic reintegration. Housing, Land and Property partners 
assisted a total of 11,000 people with protection from eviction 
through preventive engagement with stakeholders. Explosive Hazards 
partners reached a total of 9,800 beneficiaries with mine risk 
education, while displacement monitoring continues to be conducted 
on a monthly basis, covering 71 districts across 18 regions.
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**No data available.

200k
Number of people protected from forced eviction 
threats through preventive engagements

Overall people targeted

9%
reach/target

11k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

4k men
7k women
N/A boys
N/A girls

NDA elderly

123
thousand

200k
Number of individuals targeted with rights based 
public outreach and awareness raising

Overall people targeted

13%
reach/target

178k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

30k men
62k women
37k boys
43k girls

NDA elderly

1.4
million

Protection (cotd.)

200k
Number of unaccompanied and separated children
receiving specialised child protection services

Overall people targeted

30%
reach/target

6k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

<100 men
150 women
3k boys
3k girls

NDA** elderly

19
thousand

200k
Number of gender-based violence survivors receiving
clinical care, case management, psychosocial 
support, legal assistance, and safe house support

Overall people targeted

8%
reach/target

18k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

2k men
12k women
1k boys
3k girls

NDA elderly

231
thousand

200k
Number of other individuals with specific needs or 
heightened vulnerability reached with support 

Overall people targeted

13%
reach/target

1k Cumulative people reached
(From Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

400 men
600 women
<100 boys
300 girls

NDA elderly

10
thousand

200k
Number of girls, boys and caregivers participating in
 community-based psychosocial support activities

Overall people targeted

6%
reach/target

18k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

300 men
3k women
6k boys
8k girls

NDA elderly

273
thousand

200k
Number of gender-based violence survivors and child
violation victims reached with socio-economic 
reintegration

Overall people targeted

3%
reach/target

2k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

<100 men
350 women
1k boys
700 girls

NDA elderly

81
thousand

200k
Number of individuals supported with cash to cope
with post-eviction stress

Overall people targeted

3%
reach/target

800 Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

NDA men
NDA women
NDA boys
NDA girls

NDA elderly

23
thousand

Protection (cotd.) 2.9 million people-in-need

200k
Number of duty-bearers, service providers and 
community leaders trained on protection 

Overall people targeted

42%
reach/target

4k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

1k men
1k women
800 boys
900 girls

NDA elderly

9.3
thousand



Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs) 2.1 million people-in-need

Ensure that persons affected by conflict and natural disasters have protection from the weather and privacy through provision of 
emergency shelter and NFIs.                         For more information, contact singhpa@unhcr.org

200k
Number of people receiving non-food items through 
in-kind, cash or voucher assistance

Overall people targeted

11%
reach/target

137k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

20k men
21k women
45k boys
45k girls

7k elderly

1.3
million

200k
Number of people receiving emergency shelter
relief through in-kind, cash or voucher assistance

Overall people targeted

13%
reach/target

132k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

20k men
19k women
46k boys
41k girls

6k elderly

1
million

200k
Number of people receiving durable shelter relief 
through in-kind, cash or voucher assistance

Overall people targeted

1%
reach/target

1.2k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

210 men
200 women
380 boys
370 girls

40 elderly

100
thousand

200k
Number of Shelter Cluster projects with established
compaints/feedback mechanism

Overall targeted

70%
reach/target

98 Cumulative projects reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
N/A boys
N/A girls

N/A elderly

144
projects

200k
Number of Shelter Cluster projects having 
undergone post-distribution monitoring

Overall targeted

40%
reach/target

57 Cumulative projects reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

N/A men
N/A women
N/A boys
N/A girls

N/A elderly

144
projects

Needs
2.6 million people are internally displaced in Somalia. New 
displacements are reported regularly due to armed conflicts, natural 
disasters and evictions. The displaced live mainly in informal 
settlements concentrated on the peripheries of major cities an 
towns. Around 2.2 million people are in need of shelter and NFI 
assistance. Most of those in need live in makeshift shelters, often in 
very congested informal settlements lacking any security of tenure. 
They are exposed to extreme weather conditions, forced evictions 
and numerous other protection risks. They also lack the basic 
household items needed for daily survival.  Decongestion is needed 
at the settlement and shelter levels to reduce the risk of COVID-19 
transmission.           
  

During the month of March, the Shelter Cluster assisted 56,000 people 
with NFI kits, bringing the total number of people assisted with NFIs in 
2020 to over 137,000. Standard NFI kits consist of plastic sheeting, 
blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats, a mosquito net, a solar lamp and 
kitchen sets. Also in March, 54,000 persons were assisted with shelter 
kits, bringing the total number of people assisted with emergency 
shelter in 2020 to almost 133,000. A shelter kit includes plastic 
sheeting, supporting poles, a rope for tying down the structure, nails 
and other items. Just under 300 persons were assisted with 
transitional shelter in March, while post-distribution monitoring (PDM) 
was conducted for 40 distribution projects. In addition to the 17 
projects to undergo PDM so far, this brings the total for 2020 to 57 out 
of an eventual 144 projects. Finally, 80 community response and 
feedback mechanisms (CRFMs) were established during February. 98 
projects now have established CRFMs, leaving 46 projects to address 
in the remainder of 2020.          
        
              

Response
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200k
Number of people receiving transitional shelter relief 
through in-kind, cash or voucher assistance

Overall people targeted

2%
reach/target

6k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

850 men
925 women
2k boys
2k girls

280 elderly

300
thousand



Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
Provide access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene to people in emergencies.             
                           For more information, contact fpatigny@unicef.org

2.1 million people-in-need
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Number of people reached with emergency water 
services in targeted settlements and communities

Overall people targeted

16%
reach/target

349k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

55k men
59k women
122k boys
99k girls

14k elderly

200k
Number of people reached with sanitation services in
vulnerable settlements and communities

Overall people targeted

7%
reach/target

67k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

11k men
11k women
23k boys
19k girls

3k elderly

980
thousand

200k
Number of people reached with sustainable access 
to safe water in targeted settlements and 
communities

Overall people targeted

13%
reach/target

168k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

27k men
28k women
59k boys
48k girls

7k elderly

1.3
million

200k
Number of people reached with hygiene promotion 
activities in vulnerable settlements and communities

Overall people targeted

10%
reach/target

227k Cumulative people reached
(from Jan to Mar 2020)

Reached by sex & age

36k men
38k women
79k boys
64k girls

9k elderly

2.4
million

2.2
million

Needs
While COVID-19 poses an invisible threat to Somalia, due to limited 
available data regarding its effects, the conflict in the country has 
not stopped. Recent clashes in Lower Shabelle has led to an influx of 
new IDPs into Afgooye, Marka and Mogadishu – reports indicate that 
the camps that are hosting these IDPs have insufficient latrine 
access and water shortages that could trigger a spike in diseases. 
Since January, the risk of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) and cholera 
has increased, in particular across flood-affected regions such as 
Hiraan, Banadir and Lower Shabelle. There is a need to scale-up 
partners’ response in these areas to try and contain the spread of 
illness.

In March, cluster partners reached 55,000 beneficiaries with sustained 
access to water, while 29,000 beneficiaries were reached with 
temporary water services.  A total of 86,000 people were reached with 
sanitation services and 84,000 with hygiene promotion activities, 
including water trucking and water source chlorination.    

Response


