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As of 28 September, the Indonesian Government has announced 278,722 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in all 34 provinces 

in Indonesia, with 10,473 deaths, and 206,870 people that have recovered from the illness. The government has also 

reported 131,361 suspected cases. The highest increase of daily confirmed COVID-19 cases in Indonesia occurred on 

three consecutive days; on 23 September (4,465 new cases), 24 September 24 (4,634 new cases) and 25 September 

(4,823 new cases), since the first case of COVID-19 in the country was confirmed in March. However, the rate of recovered 

patients continues to increase, with 73.5 percent as of 25 September. 

The Minister of Health has recently reported that 16,286 medical interns and volunteers have been mobilized to COVID-19 

referral hospitals and laboratories across the country; an additional 3,500 interns, 800 health workers and 685 volunteers 

such as lung specialists, anesthetists, internists, general practitioners and nurses have been identified and will be deployed 

when needed. 

On 14 September, the President of the Republic of Indonesia requested the Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs and 

Investment, Mr. Luhut B. Panjaitan, and the Head of BNPB, Mr. Doni Monardo, to suppress the COVID-19 spread of cases, 

especially in the nine provinces with the highest number of cases, namely: DKI Jakarta, East Java, Central Java, West 

Java, Sulawesi South, North Sumatra, South Kalimantan, Bali and Papua. In the short term, three goals must be achieved, 

as follows: decreased number of daily cases, increase in the recovery rate and a decrease in the mortality rate. 

The Ministry of Finance has confirmed the country’s economic recession as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Economic 

growth in the first quarter of 2020 has been recorded at 2.97 percent, whereas in the second quarter it has declined to 

minus 5.32 percent; this decline has continued in the third quarter, with an estimated economic shrinkage of 2.9 to 1.0 

percent. Overall 2020, the estimated economic shrinkage is at 1.7% to 0.6% as of September 2020. 

On 26 September, the President announced the achievements of the social protection programs1, as follows: 

• Family Hopeful Program has disbursed IDR 29.14 trillion to 10 million beneficiaries. 

• Food Aid Program has disbursed IDR 30.98 trillion to 19.41 million beneficiaries.  

• Food Aid Program for Jakarta and its greater areas has disbursed IDR 4.41 trillion to 1.9 million beneficiaries.  

• Cash Assistance Program for outside Jakarta and its greater areas has disbursed IDR 24.79 trillion to 9.18 million 

beneficiaries.  

• Pre-employment Card Program has disbursed IDR 16.62 trillion to 4.86 million beneficiaries.  

• Direct Cash Assistance of the Village Fund Program has disbursed IDR 11.73 trillion to 7.55 million beneficiaries.  

• Productive and Working Capital Program of the President Assistance has disbursed IDR 14.18 trillion to 5.9 million 

beneficiaries. 

• Salary Subsidy Program has disbursed IDR 10,8 trillion to 9 million beneficiaries.  

• Electricity Discount Program has disbursed IDR 3.46 trillion to 31.4 million beneficiaries 

Furthermore, the Ministry of Finance announced that around 90 percent of poor households in Indonesia have received 

Government assistance to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 crisis. Meanwhile, assistance to Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises has reached 22.6 trillion. 

The campaign period for this year’s regional elections for 270 provinces, districts and municipalities will take place from 26 

September to 5 December, with election day set for 9 December 2020. The vote for the different levels of government will 

be simultaneous on that date. The General Election Commission (KPU – Komisi Pemilihan Umum), through KPU Regulation 

Number 13 of 2020, has banned several campaign activities that have the potential to gather large crowds: general 

meetings, harvest ceremonies, and/or music concerts, cultural activities and performances, sports activities including 
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walking and/or cycling, competitions, social activities in the form of bazaars and/or blood donations, and anniversaries of a 

political party. The Commission only allows specific campaign activities, including limited meetings, face-to-face meetings 

and dialogues, public debates or open debates between pairs of candidates, distribution of campaign materials, and 

advertisements. Participation in face-to-face meetings is limited to a maximum of 50 people, with adherence to health 

protocols, such as maintaining a minimum distance of one meter and wearing masks. 

Below are the main highlights of activities conducted by the National Clusters and MSRP priority areas’ work over the past 

two weeks: 

Health: 

• The Ministry of Health and health partners discussed the revised operational response plan for COVID-19 on 10-

11 September, where recommendations from the Intra-Action Assessments for each pillar were presented and 

discussed to become priority activities in the revised national and provincial response plans. 

• The National Institute for Health Research and Development and WHO discussed solutions to shorten laboratory 

testing times and increase testing capacity, and agreed that a switch from manual to automatic extraction would 

help laboratories achieve a target of less than 48 hours. 

• The Ministry of Health, with technical support from WHO, has developed six video tutorials on waste management 

for health care facilities (HCF). The video contains information on solid and liquid waste management in HCF, 

standard operating procedures, and implementation of water hygiene and sanitation. 

• UNDP and WHO provide incinerators and autoclaves worth US $ 900,000, which will be distributed to six provinces 

(Bali, Central Java, East Java, Jakarta, West Sumatra and Yogyakarta). 

• PCR testing training modules for laboratory technicians are being discussed by the National Institution for Health 

Research and Development (NIHRD), the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the US 

Association of Public Health Laboratories, and the Health Human Resources Development Agency with WHO 

facilitation. 

• The Ministry of Health and WHO conducted rapid response team training in 34 provinces from 15 - 24 September. 

The training covers topics such as surveillance, public health indicators, field investigations, contact tracing, sentinel 

influenza like illness (ILI) / severe acute respiratory infection (SARI) surveillance, laboratory diagnostics, infection 

prevention and control, reporting and recording. At the training, provinces share lessons learned, best practices, 

gaps and challenges encountered during field investigations. 

Logistics: 

• The commercial supply chain, in collaboration with the Coordinating Ministry for Human Development and Culture, 

had established the Definition, List and Priorities of Commercial Important Goods during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

The agreed important items for supply chain mapping are: orange fruits, eggs, and hand sanitizers. A webinar was 

held on 23-25 September to present the results of the mapping and 11 focused group discussions regarding the 

three commodities. The webinar was attended by 230 people including officials from the Ministry of Health, the 

Trade Offices, and other sub-national agencies, as well as business associations. 

• The National Logistics Cluster is mapping the temperature-controlled storage capacity of members of the 

Indonesian Cold Chain Association (ARPI). 

WASH: 

• The WASH sub-cluster has conducted five training series of School Reopening webinars, between 22 September 

and 20 October, for NGOs to assist the Government’s efforts to accelerate the reopening of schools in yellow and 

green zones. The participating NGOs are expected to carry out consistent WASH advocacy to local governments. 

• 3M surveys (wearing masks, maintaining a safe distance, and washing hands frequently) are being carried out in 

eight priority provinces of Indonesia from 24 September to 24 November. To conduct the survey, 400 volunteers 

from the Volunteers Coordination Team for COVID-19 were trained on 21-23 September. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement: 

• The RCCE WG is involving the Indonesian Community Radio Network (JKRI) in the ‘Wednesday Talkshow’ every 

Wednesday at 16.00-17.00 with themes related to COVID-19, which reaches more than 400 community radios in 

17 provinces. The event is also broadcasted via the FB Fanpage "JRKI" and is available as a podcast. 
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management: 

• IOM, BAZNAS and TAGANA have conducted comprehensive data collection of affected people in all areas affected 

by flashfloods in North Luwu District of South Sulawesi, on 8-12 September. The results of the study can be seen 

in the following link: 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjk0Y2QzOGYtNmIzMi00MmZkLWIyNGQtNDY0Y2JkNDM4YjhiIiwidCI6Ij

E1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9 

Early Recovery: 

• The Early Recovery Cluster is supporting the Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (Jitupasna) activity to identify 

priority needs for the COVID-19 crisis recovery and its planning, supporting the Digital Village Program in West 

Java and Gorontalo Provinces, supporting sustainable agriculture for farmer groups in NTT and continuing 

advocacy and training for GBV 'front-liners' in nine cities in five priority provinces until February 2021. 

 

There are now 310 non-government institutions with over 4,400 activities recorded in the 3W – “who does what where” – 

tool to date. The most active areas include health, education and WASH, while the geographical areas with the greatest 

number of activities are in DKI Jakarta, East Nusa Tenggara, Central Java and West Java. The sharing of data and 

information can be done by any organization in any of the following three formats: Kobo Toolbox, Google form or MS Excel, 

through the following links: 

KoBo Toolbox: https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19  (Indonesian) 

https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19_EN  (English) 

Google form: https://bit.ly/BersatuLawanCovid19_GoogleForm  (Indonesian) 

https://bit.ly/COVID-19_Googleform_EN  (google form - English) 

MS Excel: https://bit.ly/3W_COVID19_Excel  

For further information on the 3W, please contact Rifkianto Aribowo at rifkianto.aribowo@un.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org  


