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KEY FIGURES

4M+
PEOPLE IN HONDURAS AFFECTED 
BY TROPICAL STORM ETA AND 
HURRICANE IOTA

1.2M+
PEOPLE IN GUATEMALA AFFECTED 
BY TROPICAL STORM ETA AND 
HURRICANE IOTA

Sources:
• Government of Nicaragua
• COPECO (Honduras)
• CONRED (Guatemala)
• Humanitarian Country Team (Guatemala)
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CENTRAL AMERICA: 2020 HURRICANE SEASON

Iota struck Central America as a 
Category 4 hurricane on 17 November, 
degrading quickly from a major storm 
to remnants of a tropical depression 
along a path nearly identical to Eta 
and causing even more flooding and 
wind damage in many communities in 
Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala 
still recovering from Eta.

NICARAGUA
The Government quickly deployed 
teams to conduct evaluations 
and restore water, access and 
telecommunications services. Officials 
indicate affected families are returning 
to their communities, citing that only 
10,400 people remain in shelters, down 
from a peak of 160,000 before Iota.

Government officials continue 
to deliver supplies to affected 
communities, including zinc roofing 
sheets as part of a plan to distribute 
270,000 sheets. Transport authorities 
say they are close to restoring 
access to Bilwi, cut off due to the 
overflowing of the Wawa river, 
while the Puerto Cabezas seaport 
reconstruction is underway. Nearly all 
telecommunications services have been 
restored. Public health brigades have so 
far reached 120,000 people.

HONDURAS
Per the Permanent Commission 
for Contingencies (COPECO), the 
combined impacts of Eta and Iota 
will have ultimately affected more 
than 4 million people between Eta’s 
impact on 3.4 million people and 
Iota’s impact on more than 738,000 
people. There are still 185,000 people 
estimated to be isolated due to access 
constraints. COPECO, who reports 
that there are about 30,500 people 

still actively working in rescue and 
salvage operations, says they are still 
conducting evaluations as weather 
conditions improve.

Official COPECO information cites 
969 shelters hosting 88,700 people. The 
civil protection authority continue to 
urge people from communities still at 
high flood risk to stay in shelters until 
it is safe to return. Although Iota has 
cleared Central America, COPECO is 
keeping all departments under red alert 
due to soil saturation.

GUATEMALA
The National Coordinator for Disaster 
Reduction (CONRED) reports that 
Iota has raised the number of people 
directly affected by the November 
storms to more than 1.2 million people, 
the overall death toll to 59 people 
and the sheltered population to more 
than 31,600 in official shelters and 
nearly 202,800 in unofficial shelters. 
Iota affected nearly all departments 
in Guatemala, with the northern and 
eastern departments previously affected 
by Eta accounting for the most impact, 
notably Alta Verapaz and Izabal.

Per inter-sectoral evaluations on Eta’s 
impact, about 90,000 people in affected 
neighbourhoods will require WASH 
response, including restoration of 
water wells, safe water and hygiene 
supplies. Alta Verapaz and Izabal 
report about 17,400 and 12,000 homes 
with moderate to severe damage, 
respectively, indicating that those 
returning home will require tools and 
supplies for recovery. Many of these 
households also lost food reserves and 
crops and are in danger of facing severe 
food insecurity upon leaving shelters to 
return to their homes.
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LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN: COVID-19
Cases are referenced from PAHO/WHO 22 November COVID-19 Report - https://bit.ly/2O25YQw

KEY FIGURES

12.5M
CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES 
IN LATIN AMERICA & THE 
CARIBBEAN AS OF 22 NOVEMBER

101.6K
TEST-CONFIRMED COVID-19 
DEATHS IN MEXICO, FOURTH-
MOST IN THE WORLD

11.2M
PEOPLE IN ARGENTINA RECEIVING 
GOVERNMENT FOOD SUPPORT 
DUE TO COVID-19 CRISIS

Sources:
• Government of Mexico
• Government of Argentina
• Government of Jamaica
• UNICEF

Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 22 Nov.)

Cases +3.4% from 15 Nov.

+2.5% from 15 Nov.
+3.1% from 15 Nov.

Deaths
Recovered

12,517,156

435,475
10,949,097

Please scan QR code to 
access up-to-date PAHO 
maps on COVID-19 in the 
Americas.

MEXICO
Mexico passed 100,000 COVID-19 
deaths on 19 November, becoming 
only the fourth country in the world 
to pass 100,000 deaths after the 
United States, Brazil and India. The 
official death toll, now at 101,676, 
only accounts for test-confirmed 
deaths, suggesting that the real death 
toll is likely far higher. The milestone 
follows Mexico surpassing 1 million 
cumulative cases the week prior. 

Mexico continues to deal with low 
testing rates, having only performed 
about 2.5 million tests for a population 
of 130 million. The capital of Mexico 
City, population 8.8 million, is 
addressing testing shortfalls in affected 
neighbourhoods by providing rapid 
tests through kiosks to scale up 
coverage and provide enough testing to 
also cover asymptomatic people.

The scaled-up testing is spurred, 
in part, by Mexico City hospital 
occupancy rising to 64 per cent 
following resumed economic activities 
in recent weeks. City health officials are 
seeking a daily testing rate of 10,000 
people in priority neighbourhoods.

ARGENTINA
The economic impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis on longstanding 
food security issues is prompting the 
Government to assist some 11.2 million 
people. Young people continue to be at 
high risk of food insecurity; according 

to UNICEF, there are 8.3 million 
children in poverty, approximately 63 
per cent of the underage population, 
with 2.4 million in extreme poverty. 

The rise in food insecurity is reflected 
in scaled-up response efforts by food 
banks in the capital of Buenos Aires, 
who report going from distributing 
625 tons of food in March to 1,000 
monthly tons during the pandemic. 
Buenos Aires food bank partners 
report reaching 570,000 people with 
food assistance.

Prior to the pandemic, some eight 
million people required food support, 
which the Government began 
addressing via a US$1.05 billion 
investment in food policies, mostly 
in community food halls and the 
Alimentar food card programme.

JAMAICA
The Republic of Korea provided 
US$300,000 in COVID-19 testing kits 
and equipment to help Jamaica scale 
up testing. Through the donation, 
the Ministry of Health and Wellness 
will be able to carry out 15,000 tests 
and expedite sample processing. 
Jamaica had recently seen a sustained 
rise in daily cases in September, with 
confirmed community transmission 
leading to regular daily reports of 
more than 100 new cases. Health 
officials note that while daily cases are 
declining, parishes such as St James, 
Kingston and St Andrew continue to 
report concerning numbers.
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