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REGIONAL: COVID-19 
Cases are referenced from PAHO/WHO 5 April COVID-19 Report - https://bit.ly/3bWB8T4

Please scan QR code to 
access up-to-date PAHO 
maps on COVID-19 in the 
Americas.

As of 5 April, PAHO/WHO are 
reporting a total of 31,367 cases and 
1,091 deaths in 51 countries and 
territories in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

PAHO/WHO APPEAL

PAHO/WHO launched a donor appeal 
seeking US$94.8 million to fund 
priority health measures under their 
COVID-19 Response Strategy. The 
requested resources will support the 
strategy through September 2020.

The strategy is focused on early 
detection, ensuring enough testing 
supplies and capacity, infection 

prevention, optimizing local health 
system capacity and information 
dissemination.

This appeal is a scale-up of PAHO/
WHO’s 16 March appeal for $53.5 
million following the growth in cases 
and needs in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

KEY FIGURES

31.3K
CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES 
IN LATIN AMERICA & THE 
CARIBBEAN AS OF 5 APRIL

$94.8M
PAHO/WHO APPEAL FOR 
PRIORITY HEALTH MEASURES

$100M
IN WORLD BANK-SUPPORTED 
RESPONSE PROJECTS IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Sources:

• PAHO/WHO
• World Bank

WORLD BANK PROJECTS

Starting on 2 April, the World Bank 
launched a first batch of projects 
specific to Latin America and the 
Caribbean as part of their ongoing 
global response.

The first response phase will use 
US$100 million for projects in 
Argentina, Ecuador, Paraguay and 
Haiti, with an additional $170 million 
disbursed after redirecting ongoing 
operations in several countries.

• Argentina will receive $35 million 
to support detection and strengthen 
epidemiological capacity. 

• Ecuador will receive $20 million 
to finance medical supplies, 
equipment, and a national pandemic 
communications strategy.  

• Haiti will receive $20 million to 
support early detection and mobilize 

additional healthcare staff and 
equipment.

• Paraguay will receive $20 million 
to ease the burden of the country’s 
overworked healthcare system that 
is also dealing with a historic dengue 
outbreak.

Additional World Bank support in 
the region includes contingency credit 
lines in the Dominican Republic ($150 
million) and Panama ($41 million from 
a development loan approved in 2011) 
to finance health and economic impact 
mitigation efforts.

Bolivia is restructuring a $20 million 
World Bank health project to purchase 
emergency supplies, reactive agents 
and ventilators, as well.
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MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA: COVID-19
MEXICO

UNICEF is launching a plan to scale 
up support for children, adolescents 
and families to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 and its effects on education 
and emotional wellbeing. 

The plan includes mass sensitization 
on contagion prevention, including 
at IDP and migrant shelters near both 
the northern and southern borders, 
hygiene kit distribution at schools upon 
reopening, emergency curriculum 
design, audio-visual material on 
violence prevention and radio packages 
in 40 indigenous languages.

EL SALVADOR

According to recently carried out 
national Food Security surveys, the 
Government has identified some 
126,000 homes suffering food and 
nutritional insecurity. The groups 
most commonly reporting livelihoods 
compromised by COVID-19 include 
smallholder farmers, coffee and 
agriculture labourers and fishermen. 

Food security authorities estimate that 
some 50,000 people may potentially 
suffer severe food insecurity due to the 
direct and indirect effects of COVID-19 
on food access.

Additionally, remittances from 
Salvadorans abroad, an important 
source of income that accounted for 
more than 20 per cent of El Salvador’s 
GDP as recently as 2018, have seen a 
13 per cent decline during the first two 
months of 2020 compared to the last 
two months of 2019.

Coupled with high prices and decrease 
in monthly salaries, purchasing power 
to secure food is deteriorating.

GUATEMALA

The Ministry of Health reports that a 
Guatemalan deported from the United 
States the previous week has tested 
positive for COVID-19, following the 
resumption of deportation flights.

The deportee, who is the 36th 
confirmed case in Guatemala, was one 
of 40 deportees aboard a flight from 
Mesa, Arizona. The other migrants are 
currently under quarantine at home; 
there is no information on whether 
they have been tested.

At least 642 Guatemalans have been 
deported since deportation flights were 
renewed on 19 March, per figures from 
the Guatemalan Government.

HONDURAS

WFP, FAO and Food Security partners 
are gathering information in both 
urban and rural environments to adjust 
food response programs, analysing the 
situation along home food security and 
economies and market availability.

The information gathering process 
thus far reveals that 47 per cent of 
those surveyed are incurring debt when 
purchasing food due to lack of money. 
Fifty-three percent of surveyed families 
are rationing food. More than 90 per 
cent say they do not have enough 
reserves to cover more than a month.

Food security partners are coordinating 
so supply 472 metric tons of beans for 
Government delivery.

KEY FIGURES

50K
PEOPLE IN EL SALVADOR AT RISK 
OF SEVERE FOOD INSECURITY 
OVER COVID-19

53%
OF SURVEYED HONDURAN 
FAMILIES ARE RATIONING FOOD

Sources:

• UNICEF
• UN Resident Coordinator's Office / OCHA 

Situation Report (El Salvador)
• Government of Guatemala
• WFP/FAO (Honduras)
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SOUTH AMERICA: COVID-19
ECUADOR

President Lenin Moreno announced 
on 2 April that he is extending various 
suspensions amid the climbing 
COVID-19 caseload in Ecuador. 

International and inter-provincial 
passenger transport remains suspended 
throughout all of April, as will all 
school activity. Public gatherings 
and events will continue suspended 
throughout April and May. On-site 
workdays will now be suspended until 
12 April, a week longer than the date 
set by the initial suspension.

After 12 April, different restrictions 
will come into effect by province, 
depending on their case development.

PERU

President Martin Vizcarra announced 
on 31 March that he is tentatively 
setting return to schools for 4 May 
following a month of school through 
virtual modalities starting on 6 April 
as students stay home during the 
mandatory nationwide lockdown. 

Vizcarra added that the tentative return 
to regular on-site education will be 
rolled out gradually, for both public 
and private institutions.

BOLIVIA

UNDP delivered a shipment of 
medical equipment and supplies to 
strengthen COVID-19 diagnostic 
capacities in Bolivia on 2 April. The 
donation, valued at US$500,000 and 
financed by The Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, 
includes specialized molecular biology 
equipment to be used by the national 
laboratory network for fast and early 
COVID-19 diagnosis that can later 

be used for tuberculosis and HIV 
diagnostics.

The Minister of Health also reports 
that China donated 100,000 masks, 
20,000 testing kits and 5 respirators, 
as well as 20,000 Personal Protective 
Equipment kits with protective eye 
wear and garments.

ARGENTINA

President Alberto Fernández 
announced that he is extending 
Argentina’s mandatory lockdown 
period for all citizens until 12 April, 
citing recommendations from health 
advisors.

Fernández vowed to provide additional 
food and resources to the poorer 
communities in Argentina, who are 
dealing with an economic crisis that 
has left some 16 million people, more 
than a third of the population of 45 
million, living below the poverty line. 

The President also confirmed that 
Argentina is one of 10 countries (and 
the only one from Latin America and 
the Caribbean) that will participate 
in WHO’s multi-country COVID-19 
vaccine trial.

KEY FIGURES

$500K
IN DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 
DONATED BY UNDP TO BOLIVIA

16M
PEOPLE IN ARGENTINA LIVING 
BELOW THE POVERTY LINE AMID 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Sources:

• Government of Argentina
• Government of Bolivia
• Government of Ecuador
• Government of Peru
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CARIBBEAN: COVID-19
REGIONAL

The Caribbean Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) reports that it is actively 
searching for suppliers of a key 
COVID-19 testing reagent amid a 
global shortage, saying that they are 
currently covered for at least the next 
three weeks.

CARPHA’s deputy director indicates 
that although they had placed pre-
orders for reagents in January, weeks 
prior to the first reported case in the 
Caribbean, delivery is being delayed 
due to shortages around the world.

HAITI

IOM adapted its ongoing Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) initiative 
along the Haiti-Dominican Republic 
border to support preparedness and 
response amid concerns surrounding 
the capacity of Haiti’s deteriorated 
healthcare system to respond to the 
spread of COVID-19.

IOM tracked 7,520 movements on 
26 and 27 March, including forced, 
voluntary and daily movements. For 
reference, IOM has tracked 500,522 
movements between 1 January and 27 
March (86 days) for a daily average of 
around 5,820 movements.

Commercial activity remains active, 
regardless of border status; in Nord-
Est, both Dominican and Haitian 
authorities agreed to reopen the 
official border crossing point to allow 
commerce, while in Sud-Est, daily 
commutes to purchase or sell goods 
continues through unofficial border 
points despite restrictions.

IOM notes that movement 
demographics have shifted since 
implementing their adapted DTM, 
with 18 per cent fewer women, 20 per 
cent more men, 34 per cent more girls 
and 24 per cent fewer boys moving 
across the border. 

CARIBBEAN: 2020 ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
Researchers at Colorado State 
University’s Department of 
Atmospheric Science released their first 
2020 Atlantic hurricane season forecast 
on 2 April, citing that an above-average 
season is likely.

Their outlook calls for 16 named 
storms and 8 hurricanes, with 4 major 
storms of category 3 strength or greater 
For reference, annual averages are 
12 named storms, 6 hurricanes and 3 
major hurricanes.

The CSU team notes that the absence 
of El Niño and the potential for weak 
La Niña conditions by the middle of 

the summer are contributing factors 
regarding their outlook.

These factors favour increased activity 
in the Atlantic Basin during hurricane 
season due to weakened trade winds 
that would otherwise create a hostile 
environment for tropical cyclone 
development.

CSU will issue their next forecast for 
the 2020 Atlantic hurricane season on 
or around 4 June.

KEY FIGURES

7K
MOVEMENTS ACROSS THE HAITI-
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC BORDER 
IN TWO DAYS AMID COVID-19 
RESTRICTIONS

Sources:

• CARPHA
• IOM

KEY FIGURES

16
NAMED STORMS FORECAST 
FOR AN ABOVE-AVERAGE 2020 
ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON

Sources:

• Colorado State University


