
SOUTH AMERICA: FLOODING
BOLIVIA
The Minister of Defence reported 
on 26 February that the number of 
families affected has climbed to 11,669, 
as torrential rainfalls continue to affect 
Bolivia. Floods and landslides have 
also left 3,913 families homeless, while 
affected municipalities now total 72.  
The Government is working across all 
affected areas in the country, including 
16 municipalities who have declared a 
state of emergency. UN agencies and 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) 
members are supporting Government 
response.

UNICEF and UNFPA are visiting 
shelters in affected areas to carry out 
evaluations. IOM is monitoring shelter 
set-up and advising the Vice-ministry 
of Civil Defence (VIDECI). UNFPA 
is supporting the Government with 
technical assistance for Protection. 
UNICEF is currently seeking to visit 
the Isiboro Sécure National Park 
and Indigenous Territory (TIPNIS) 
protected area between Cochabamba 
and Beni, as there may be families from 
the Yuracaré indigenous community 
with urgent needs. PAHO/WHO are 
providing the Ministry of Health with 
technical support. The Bolivian Red 
Cross is active across Bolivia as well.

PERU
In Tacna, flash floods affected 2,100 
families, according to the National 
Emergency Operations Centre (COEN). 
Tacna authorities delivered supplies 
including tents, tarpaulin, bedding, 
mattresses, blankets and assorted tools. 
The Regional Emergency Operations 
Centre (COER) set up shelters, while 
military personnel assist in clearing 

debris. World Vision, ADRA and IOM 
are supporting on the ground in Tacna, 
located on Peru’s border with Chile.

Flooding and mudslides in Moquegua, 
just north of Tacna, affected more 
than 600 families. The Moquegua 
COER reports the delivery of safe 
water and heavy machinery to clear 
debris. Military and police personnel 
are assisting on the ground, as are 
regional health authorities. In Cusco, 
flooding and mudslides destroyed 300 
homes, according to COEN. Regional 
authorities declared an emergency to 
expedite response actions. 

On 27 February, Peru declared 60-day 
states of emergencies for Ayacucho, 
Cusco and Puno to respond in eight 
districts across the three departments.

ECUADOR
In El Oro, on the southern coast, 
the flooding affected more than 200 
people. The National Emergency 
Risk Management Service (SNGRE) 
reports the evacuation 290 people in 
Machala City, the province capital. 
Local authorities are delivering aid and 
medical care to shelters.

The Emergency Operations Committee 
(EOC) in Los Ríos, in in central 
Ecuador, activated after flooding affected 
some 25 families. Flooding in Morona 
Santiago in south-central Ecuador 
affected some 50 families. In Manabí 
on the north-western coast, flooding 
affected around 200 people.

To date, the rainy season, which began 
in October 2019, has affected 12,540 
people and 1,900 homes.

KEY FIGURES

11.6K+
FAMILIES AFFECTED BY FLOODING 
AND LANDSLIDES ACROSS 
BOLIVIA AS OF 26 FEBRUARY

12.5K
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE RAINY 
SEASON IN ECUADOR SINCE 
OCTOBER 2019

Sources:
Government of Bolivia 
Government of Peru
Government of Ecuador

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Weekly Situation Update (24 February - 1 March)
As of 2 March 2020

The numbers presented are for orientation and not conclusive. Sources are reports from national authorities from public websites.
Creation date: 2 March 2020    Sources: ReliefWeb  Feedback: ocha-rolac@un.org  |  www.unocha.org/rolac  |  www.reliefweb.int

p. 1/2



REGIONAL: COVID-19
According to WHO, as of 1 March, 
there are confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in the region, with cases reported in 
Brazil, Ecuador and Mexico. The cases 
are all classified as imported cases, with 
no cases reported of local transmission. 
Shortly after WHO's report, the 
Dominican Republic confirmed its first 
case in their country.

BRAZIL
The Government confirmed two 
cases, both in travelers recently arrived 
from Italy. The first identified case in 
Brazil was the first case confirmed in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. The 
patients are currently in stable condition 
and in isolation in Sao Paulo, according 
to the Ministry of Health.

MEXICO
Mexico confirmed their first two 
cases of COVID-19 on 28 February, 
the second and third confirmed case 
reported in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Both patients are stable and 
under surveillance at health facilities in 
Mexico City and in Sinaloa, respectively. 

ECUADOR
Ecuador became the third country in 
Latin America and the Caribbean to 
confirm COVID-19 cases, reporting six 
cases of 1 March. The Ministry of Health 
says that the first case, reported on 29 
February in a traveler recently arrived 
from Spain, spread to five people who 
had direct contact with the traveler. Of 
the six cases, only one case is in critical 
condition. Authorities are monitoring 
some 117 people, as well.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
The Dominican Republic confirmed 
its first COVID-19 case on 1 March, 
a traveler from Italy who is currently 
in isolation and being monitored by 
authorities. Health authorities and 
armed forces are preparing a hospital at 
a naval base to transfer future patients, 
should more cases arise.

KEY FACTS

• As of 2 March, Brazil, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador and Mexico 
are reporting confirmed cases of 
COVID-19

• There are no reported deaths from 
COVID-19 in Latin America and the 
Caribbean as of 2 March.

Sources:
Government of Brazil 
Government of Mexico 
Government of Ecuador
Government of the Dominican Republic 

MEXICO: REFUGEES & MIGRANTS
On 26 February, Japan and IOM in 
Mexico signed an agreement that will 
channel US$1.8 million in support from 
Japan to shelters and other specialized 
facilities that serve migrants in Mexico. 

IOM says that projects backed by the 
agreement may benefit as many as 
135,000 migrants across the states of 
Chiapas, Oaxaca, Tabasco and Veracruz, 
as well as the capital of Mexico City.

The Ambassador of Japan in Mexico 
added that an initial disbursement of 
$800,000 will go towards improving 
shelter infrastructure and other public 
and private installations, mostly in 
southern Mexico.

KEY FIGURES

$1.8M
DONATION FROM GOVERNMENT 
OF JAPAN TO IOM IN MEXICO TO 
SUPPORT MIGRANTS

Sources:
IOM
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