
SOUTH AMERICA: FLOODING
ARGENTINA
Flooding in the northern provinces of 
Chaco, La Rioja, Salta and Tucumán led 
to the evacuation of hundreds of people. 
Chacos declared an emergency over the 
rains and flooding that affected 35,000 
people, according to ECHO. Authorities 
evacuated some 200 people after 
receiving as much as 192mm of rainfall. 

Flooding in Tucumán has damaged 
roads and cut off access to certain 
communities. Authorities report that 
some 100 families were evacuated. 
La Rioja reports that the rain affected 
1,000 people, prompting the military to 
respond to affected communities.

Some 160 families in Salta evacuated 
their homes - many of those affected 
in Salta are from the indigenous Wichi 
community, who are in the midst of a 
WASH and sanitation emergency.

BOLIVIA
Torrential rains from the previous 
week continued across Bolivia, with the 
Ministry of Defence reporting that the 
number of affected families is now up 
to 10,727, with some 2,700 rendered 
homeless, along with 19 deaths. The 
rainfall has also affected 414 homes, 
5,300 hectares of farmland and nearly 
11,000 cattle heads. The Ministry 
specified that the affected families are 
located across 67 municipalities in eight 
of Bolivia’s nine departments.

La Paz declared a state of emergency, 
as have 10 municipalities across other 
departments. The Ministry delivered aid 
to these municipalities, including food 
supply, hygiene kits, tools and tents.

According to the Ministry, the 
Government convened the National 
Risk Reduction and Disaster and 
Emergency Response Council 
(CONARADE). The Ministry says that 
the Vice-ministry of Civil Defence 
(VIDECI) has the resources to respond.

PERU
In Ayacucho in south-east Peru, flash 
flooding and subsequent landslides 
displaced more than 260 families, 
according to the National Emergency 
Operations Centre (COEN). COEN 
adds that the floods damaged 100 homes 
in the Victor Fajardo district. The 
Governor of Ayacucho is requesting the 
Executive to declare a state of emergency 
to expedite response actions, as done 
on 20 February for the departments of 
Huánuco, Junín, La Libertad, Pasco and 
San Martín over recent flooding.

The Ministry of Health deployed 
emergency teams and supplies to the 
area on 16 February. Authorities say that 
rescue operations have been hampered 
by damage to main roads.

Similar flooding and landslides in the 
southern department of Puno damaged 
homes, displacing dozens of affected 
people and leaving at least two dead. 
COEN indicates that overflowing 
rivers damaged or destroyed at least 
200 homes, three bridges and farmland 
in the Asillo district. This incident 
was followed by flooding in the Sandia 
district, affecting 120 families and 
displacing another 30. In Arequipa in 
the south-west, INDECI reports flood 
damage to more than 50 homes, a health 
centre and road infrastructure, cutting 
off some of the affected districts.

KEY FIGURES

35K+
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY FLOODING 
IN NORTHERN ARGENTINA

10.7K
FAMILIES AFFECTED BY FLOODING 
ACROSS BOLIVIA

Sources:
Government of Argentina
Government of Bolivia 
Government of Peru
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CENTRAL AMERICA: DOUGHT & FOOD SECURITY
Both Guatemala’s National Institute of 
Seismology, Volcanology, Meteorology 
and Hydrology (INSIVUMEH) and 
Honduras’ National Atmospheric, 
Oceanographic and Seismic Study 
Centre (CENAOS) issued statements 
citing neutral El Niño conditions ahead 
of seasonal changes in rainfall. 

INSIVUMEH cautions that Guatemala 
can expect decreased rainfall as the 
country transitions to its warmer 
season, noting that the decreased rainfall 
will affect crop harvests and water 
consumption, as well as increase the 
likelihood of forest fires.

In Honduras, CENAOS says that 
although they expect rainfall amounts 
to remain mostly the same, they are 
concerned that the El Niño phenomenon 
will likely result in fewer days of rain 
accounting for similar levels of rainfall. 
CENAOS is urging farmers to be on 
alert in March for when agricultural 
authorities begin providing technical 
advice to mitigate crop loss and its 
impact on food security and livelihoods.

GUATEMALA
WFP signed an agreement with the 
Ministry of Social Development 
(MIDES) to strengthen Ministry 
actions in food and nutrition security. 
The agreement will allow WFP 
to support MIDES in establishing 
social protection activities in 
vulnerable areas of Guatemala, where 
chronic undernutrition remains a 
priority concern for authorities and 
humanitarian partners alike. 

Operationally, the agreement will 
promote coordinated information 
exchange and technical advice for social 
protection, with a focus on food and 
nutritional insecurity. WFP will train 
MIDES staff on priority actions and joint 
work, under the terms of the agreement. 
MIDES says that the agreement is part of 
a larger effort to increase the Ministry’s 
transparency and optimize social 
development projects.

KEY FACTS

• Meteorology authorities in 
Guatemala and Honduras are 
expecting irregular rainfall patterns 
ahead of the incoming dry season.

• WFP and Guatemala's Social 
Development Ministry signed an 
agreement to strengthen actions in 
food and nutrition security.

Sources:
National Institute of Seismology, Volcanology, 
Meteorology and Hydrology (Guatemala)
National Atmospheric, Oceanographic and Seismic 
Study Centre (Honduras) 
WFP
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HONDURAS: DENGUE
The National Risk Management 
System (SINAGER) of the Permanent 
Commission for Contingencies 
(COPECO) and the Ministry of Health 
announced they will allocate some US$8 
million towards dengue control for the 
first half of 2020. The allocation will 
support vector control activities and 
patient care at health centres. Dengue 
control and treatment investments by 
authorities in 2019 totalled some $12 
million, according to the Ministry of 
Health. 

Since August 2018, Honduras has 
suffered its worst dengue outbreak on 
record. 2019 saw more than 112,000 
cases and 180 deaths, both the highest 
yearly totals in Honduras’ history. The 
19,400 cases of severe dengue in 2019 
were the most in the region.

As of 1 February, the Ministry of Health 
reports that Honduras has some 5,300 
total cases, with the Central District 
again leading other areas with more than 
1,000 total cases.

KEY FIGURES

$8M
DENGUE CONTROL ALLOCATION BY 
RISK AND HEALTH AUTHORITIES

5.3K
TOTAL CASES DENGUE IN 
HONDURAS AS OF 1 FEBRUARY

Sources:
Government of Honduras


