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Monthly Highlights
SITUATION OVERVIEW

IOM suppor ted women- led l i ve l ihood g roup water ’s  c rops in  Abye i .  © IOM 2019/ Bombe Joseph

Livestock-related conflict and other localized clashes continued throughout 
different pockets of the country. 

At the same time, unusually heavy rainfalls have led to flooding in multiple 
locations, affecting close to 1 million people. IOM has supported the flood 
response, including through the provision of WASH and S/NFI items through 
the Core Pipeline for partners to distribute to flood affected populations. 

Despite some delays, the peace process continued to advance between the 
government and opposition groups, with signatories to the peace agreement 
meeting in Juba to discuss progress towards the implementation of the 
Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of 
South Sudan (R-ARCSS).

64,236 individuals attended and received 
MHPSS services in Western Bahr el Ghazal, 
Upper Nile and Unity

155,562 internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
received Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) services at the PoC sites in Bentiu, 
Malakal, and Wau

56,197 individuals were reached with 
health promotion messages 

3,105
Children received 

vaccination in 
routine immunization  

2.2 Million
South Sudanese refugees 
in neighbouring countries 

(source: UNHCR)

647 MT
Humanitarian 

cargo transported 
for IOM & par tners

1.5 Million
South Sudanese internally 

displaced persons 
(source: OCHA & IOM DTM)

88,231
Individuals provided 

with water, sanitation 
& hygiene services
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EBOLA RESPONSE

MENTAL HEALTH & PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT
A total of 64,236 individuals directly attended and received MHPSS services 
in Wau PoC, collective sites, and Baggari Bazia and Farajala in Western 
Bahr el Ghazal; Malakal PoC and Malakal town in Upper Nile; and Bentiu 
PoC in Unity. In support of World Mental Health Day on 10 October, IOM 
organized an exhibition of works of eight South Sudanese artists dedicated 
to the theme of well-being. In Bentiu, IOM led large-scale community 
events in the PoC and town, engaging relevant government counterparts, 
Health Cluster partners, and 1,500 community members, through which 
over 4,500 audience members were reached. The community members 
performed drama, music, arts, shadow theatre and traditional dances 
that conveyed messages that served to raise awareness on mental health, 
positive coping strategies, and the importance of self-care and suicide 
prevention efforts. Similarly, in Malakal, IOM undertook the 30-day suicide 
prevention campaign that commenced on 9 September 2019, in partnership 
with MHPSS Technical Working Group members and local government. 
This campaign is in line with the ongoing “HOPE” Campaign, also aimed at 
suicide prevention, which has run from early 2018. Approximately 1,400 
people watched the drama performances, songs, and football tournaments 
both at the PoC and in Malakal town that marked the end of the 30-day 
campaign. In Wau, the MHPSS teams organized nine round table discussions 
with 135 community leaders, beneficiaries, partners, and MHPSS team 
members. 

Due to the ongoing Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, IOM has been carrying out preparedness 
activities in Yei, focusing on health screenings; health and hygiene promotion; water, sanitation and hygiene support; and displacement 
tracking. IOM continues to maintain 15 PoE EVD screening sites, though five POEs – Okaba, Tokori, Lasu, Isebi and Bazi – have been 
temporarily closed due to insecurity.

115,864 individuals were screened at 15 IOM-managed PoE sites 
in October yielding zero EVD case alerts. A total of 918,869 travel-

ers have been screened since September 2018.

Yei SSRRC 
Pure 
Bazi 
Khor Kaya 
Khorijo 
Tokori
Okaba 
Kaya

Salia Musala 
Yei Airport
Kerwa
Lasu
Birigo
Bori
Isebi

IOM managed PoE screening sites242,599
individuals reached with health 
and hygiene promotion

IOM processed 30 requests from 16 WASH partners for the benefit of approximately 77,738 households in 17 counties in Unity, 
Western Bhar el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Central Equatoria, Western Equatoria, Jonglei, Lakes, and Warrap. In addition, IOM processed 
eight requests from seven S-NFI partners for the benefit of approximately 19,214 households in eight countries. In response to the 
extensive flooding in Jonglei, IOM Pipeline has prepositioned items in Bor to be distributed to the initial 1,500 households targeted 
in Pibor. IOM Pipeline continues its vital role in supporting the ongoing emergency response in all flood-affected areas within the 
country through the provision of critical WASH and S-NFI items such as aquatabs, buckets, water testing equipment, blankets, 
mosquito nets, and plastics sheets.

CORE PIPELINE

IOM continues to disseminate messages 
on EVD awareness (regarding prevention, 
transmission and signs of EVD), proper 
hand washing with soap and water, and 
maintaining a safe water chain

PSS groups creating conveying key messages on psychoso-
cial well-being though creative storytelling. World Mental 
Health Day, Bentiu PoC© IOM 2019 / Nino SHUSHANIA
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CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT

In Bentiu PoC, IOM Camp Management constructed an office 
for members of the youth forum. The newly constructed 
office will support the youth forum in organizing their regular 
activities and provide a space for them to conduct biweekly 
meetings. IOM Camp Management also constructed an office 
for the teachers who provide adult education classes in the 
IOM-built classrooms and library in Bentiu PoC. IOM also 
successfully pumped out over 180 million liters of water from 
the Bentiu PoC retention basin. The basin is integral to ensuring 
proper drainage in the PoC, especially during this extended 
rainy season in South Sudan, which is affecting – among other 
regions – Unity State.

In Wau, IOM Camp Management assumed the role as 
provider of last resort for five Collective Centres following 
an unexpected funding gap from a local National NGO Camp 
Management agency. In Malakal, IOM Care and Maintenance 
teams supported the successful IOM DTM fixing exercise in 
the PoC by providing safety fencing and shade structures.

CCCM CLUSTER
The CCCM Cluster continued its review of the Humanitarian Response Plans for CCCM partners, with the Strategic Review 
Committee providing partners with feedback on the proposals. In Malakal, the Cluster supported a temporary registration exercise 
and continued to advocate for full biometric registration using the new caseload information. In Bentiu, CCCM teams participated 
in multi-cluster assessments to Mayom and Mankien to determine the situation on the ground and identify key responses in flood 
affected areas. In Wau, the CCCM Cluster supported IOM to provide Camp Management in Wau Collective Centers following a 
funding shortfall from national NGO partners.

IOM continued to provide Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) services to over 155,562 IDPS at the PoC 
sites in Bentiu, Malakal, and Wau. IOM held events and 
awareness raising campaigns at the PoC sites to celebrate 
Global Hand Washing Day on 15 October and increase 
awareness and understanding about the importance of 
handwashing with soap. 

Since July 2019, abnormally heavy rainfall has caused 
severe flooding across seven states in South Sudan. More 
than 908,000 people have been affected, of whom at least 
420,000 people are in need of immediate humanitarian 
assistance. IOM participated in interagency assessments 
in Ayod and Uror, which highlighted that WASH services 
have been severely affected; floods have contaminated 
surface water and (potentially) groundwater, as most 
water infrastructure is currently submerged, and 
boreholes are in need of repair and/or rehabilitation. 
During the rapid assessment response in Ayod, 240,000 
sets of water treatment products (PuR, Aquatabs and 
filters) were distributed to 12,000 households.

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Capacity building training to Partners operating in hard-to-reach areas 
in Nassar as part of CCCM mobile activities © IOM 2019 / Rialthin 
DANHIER

Global Hand Washing Day with school children in Malakal PoC © IOM 2019 / 
Dak YOANES
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RAPID RESPONSE FUND
With support from the USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, partners continued with the implementation of projects. 
There are two new projects that started in October, led by Rescue Initiative South Sudan (TRI-SS) and Mother and Children 
Development Aid (MaCDA).

Mother and Children Development Aid 
(MaCDA): 

Initiated ‘Restoring Livelihoods to Flood-
affected Populations’ in Aweil Centre, 
Northern Bahr El Ghazal. This project  is 
targeting 2,889 vulnerable households. 

The Rescue Initiative South Sudan 
(TRI-SS): 

Initiated ‘Provision of Emergency Health 
services to IDPs, Returnees and Host 
Communities’ in Tore Payam, Yei River 
County, Central Equatoria. This project will 
benefit 5,298 beneficiaries.

Polish Humanitarian Action (PAH): 

Proceeded to implement a WASH response 
project in conflict affected areas of Yei and 
Morobo Counties, Central Equatoria. The 
project will benefit 20,000 IDPs, returnees 
and host community. An extension has 
been granted until November 30, 2019.

Lacha Community and Economic 
Development (LCED): 

Continued with its project in emergency 
Shelter/NFI and WASH assistance to new 
IDPs in Mundri East County. The project will 
benefit 9,000 IDPs and the host community. 
This project ends on November 15, 2019.

RRF Funded Programmes by Sectors

FSLSHELTER HEALTH WASHPROTECTION NFIs

In Juba, IOM hosted the first Technical Advisory Group meeting for its remittances survey project. The ultimate goal of the project is 
to support government efforts to effectively engage with its diaspora members and organizations to maximize the use of remittances 
in South Sudan. The survey will examine the formal and informal money transfer systems, diaspora organizations and networks, 
knowledge amongst diaspora of opportunities for engagement with South Sudan, and issues precluding diaspora investment in South 
Sudan. It was agreed during the Technical Advisory Group meeting that members from the banking sector would provide statistics 
on remittance inflows to South Sudan to help inform the design of the remittances survey.

IOM South Sudan and officers from the South Sudan Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, the Directorate of 
Nationality Passport and Immigration, and the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission attended a regional technical workshop in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, to discuss the return and reintegration of migrants in the East and Horn of Arica. The workshop was facilitated by 
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the IOM Joint Initiative. 

MIGRATION MANAGEMENT

CURRENT GRANTS BY COUNTY 

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC
OF CONGO

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC

ETHIOPIA

SUDAN

KENYA

UGANDA

Eastern 
Equatoria

Jonglei

Upper NileAbyei

Unity

Warrap

Western Bahr 
el Ghazal

NEBG

Central 
Equatoria

Western
 Equatoria

Lakes

Yei

Mundri East

Aweil Centre

Morobo

Polish 
Humanitarian 
Action (PAH)

Mother & Children 
Development Aid 
(MaCDA)

The Rescue Initiative 
South Sudan (TRI-SS)

Lacha Community & 
Economic Development



5

Monthly Update  •  October 2019

MIGRATION HEALTH

IOM continued to provide primary health care services in eight static and five mobile health facilities in Rubkona, Wau and Malakal 
counties, attaining the following results:

IOM also continued its comprehensive HIV programme activities in and outside PoCs, reaching key and vulnerable populations across 
the country.

In Abyei Administrative Area, IOM held a conflict mitigation training for 73 peace club members (41 girls; 32 boys). Each of the peace 
clubs then developed an action plan that they would implement in and around schools to mitigate conflicts and disputes. Accordingly, 
Abyei girls secondary school conducted a Sports for Peace event on 29 October, attended by 73 students, as well as teachers and 
staff from Ministry of Education. The aim of the event was to promote interaction and positive relationships between students in 
lower and upper classes, male and female students, and between students and teachers following episodes of internal conflict and 
dispute. IOM, in collaboration with the Abyei Youth Union, enrolled the second batch of 75 computer skills trainees (64 female; 11 
male). The objective of the computer and digital skills training is to increase the participants’ chances of employability.

In Bentiu, IOM conducted a peace festival in the PoC, at which youth conveyed peace building messages through cultural dance, 
dramas and performances from local artists. The event reached 1,500 people in the PoC. On 17 October, IOM conducted a peace 
dialogue in a cattle camp in Pakur in Unity, at which 147 youth (100 men and 47 women) participated in dialogues about challenges 
faced and how to handle them.

TRANSITION & RECOVERY

64,926
individuals received 

outpatient health 
consultations

3,105
children received 

vaccinations under routine 
immunization 

deliveries attended 
by skilled birth 

attendants

36856,197
individuals reached 

with health 
promotion messages

IOM’S S-NFI team, in coordination with GOAL, provided 
Shelter and NFIs to 16,711 food affected individuals in the 
Agok Western Bank in the Abyei Administrative Area. In 
addition, IOM participated in an Interagency Rapid Needs 
Assessment mission to flood affected communities in 
Jonglei. 

IOM’s S-NFI team rehabilitated 30 communal shelters in 
Wau PoC for the benefit of 1,040 individuals, and supported 
211 IDPs in the PoC to construct shelters through a Cash 
for Work project. IOM’s S-NFI team completed a detailed 
needs analysis in Rocrocdong, Western Bahr el Ghazal, 
in collaboration with state cluster partners, including 
ACTED, CARD, CARDO, SFCRDO and YOASA. 

S/NFI CLUSTER
Since January 2019, cluster partners have reached 729,669 individuals (246,583 individuals with emergency shelter materials and 
557,561 with live saving non-food items) in different areas across the country. The Cluster also organized one National Cluster 
Meeting and two Operational Working Group meetings to identify gaps, determine partner availability, prioritize urgent needs, and 
organize multi-sector responses, in addition to one information session. The Cluster also secured in funding for the 2020 S-NFI 
Humanitarian Response Plan. 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS

IOM team responding to flood affected communities in Ulang with lifesaving assistance 
© IOM 2019 / Olam AMUM
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647  metric tons of 
humanitarian cargo 

delivered this month

29 humanitarian 
organisations

supported

9,312 metric tons 
of humanitarian cargo 
transported this year
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DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX

DTM teams continued monthly biometric authentication activities across multiple displacement sites and host community settings 
during World Food programme (WFP) food assistance distributions that targeted 285,957 individuals in 15 different sites, of whom 
264,013 were authenticated. Prior to October distributions, deactivation of households took place for 4,019 households who had 
missed the last three consecutive distributions. The biometric registration (BMR) team conducted a fixing exercise in Malakal PoC 
in Upper Nile on 26 October in coordination with DRC Camp Management, Protection Actors, and the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan (UNMISS). The preliminary findings from the fixing temporary registration (T-reg) exercise indicates there are 26,359 
individuals living in Malakal PoC, not including persons with specific needs (PSNs). Biometric verification and the change of checkpoint 
at Wau Stadium was finalized in collaboration with the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) and WFP for individuals shifting 
their location of assistance from Wau PoC AA to outside the PoC in Wau town.  The BMR team also conducted biometric 
registration at four locations in Unity (Bentiu Town and Bentiu PoC in Rubkona county, Thonyor and Din Din in Leer county); two 
locations in Jonglei (Bilkey and Nyandit in Akobo County); and in Juba POC 3 in Central Equatoria. A total of 58,117 individuals were 
registered during these exercises.  

Flow Monitoring (FM)
●     DTM Flow Monitoring Dashboard (September 2019)
●     DTM Flow Monitoring Dashboard (August 2019)
●      DTM Flow Monitoring Dashboard ( July 2019)
●     DTM Flow Monitoring Dashboard ( June 2019)
●     DTM Bentiu and Rubkona: Arrivals From Khartoum (April-

September 2019)
●     DTM Ebola Preparedness FM Dashboard (September 2019)
●     DTM Ebola Preparedness FM Dashboard (August 2019)
●     DTM Ebola Preparedness FM Dashboard ( July 2019)

Headcount
●     DTM Wau PoC AA Site & Collective Centres Headcount 

(September 2019)
●     DTM Bentiu PoC Site Population Count (September 2019)

Biometric Registration
●     DTM Biometric Registration Update (August 2019)

Mobility Tracking
●     DTM Mobility Tracking Round 6 Initial Data Release

Reports released this month
Monthly Headcount and Flow Monitoring Figures

In Juba, IOM trained the IOM Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) Focal Points and PSEA Focal Points for five 
implementing partners on their roles and responsibilities, and how to contribute to the strategy for the prevention of SEA. The Focal 
Points were staff from different field and satellite offices. In Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal, IOM and other agencies held dialogues 
with the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare to discuss initiatives to support persons with disabilities outside of the PoC. 
As a way forward, it was agreed that IOM will support with capacity building and networking of organizations for persons with 
disabilities (DPOs), as well as provide referrals for their inclusion in various activities.  In Bentiu, IOM held meetings with partners on 
protection remedial activities that can be undertaken to ensure access to services in a safe and dignified manner in the PoC, after 
having undertaken a Protection Mainstreaming Survey in September.

PROTECTION/GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
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Bentiu PoC site: 

117,7676
individuals as of 
October

25,065 interviews

conducted on  72,984

Flow Monitoring Registry: 

individuals in 42 
Flow Monitoring Points

Wau PoC site 
and Collective Centres: 

27,012
individuals 

7,083 
interviews conducted

on 17,196 travellers

Displacement Site Flow 
Monitoring: 

https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-flow-monitoring-dashboard-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-flow-monitoring-dashboard-august-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-ebola-preparedness-flow-monitoring-dashboard-june-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-flow-monitoring-dashboard-july-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-flow-monitoring-dashboard-june-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-bentiu-and-rubkona-arrivals-khartoum-april-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-bentiu-and-rubkona-arrivals-khartoum-april-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-ebola-preparedness-flow-monitoring-dashboard-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-ebola-preparedness-flow-monitoring-dashboard-august-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-ebola-preparedness-flow-monitoring-dashboard-july-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-wau-poc-aa-site-and-collective-centres-population-count-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-wau-poc-aa-site-and-collective-centres-population-count-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-bentiu-poc-site-population-count-september-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-biometric-registration-update-august-2019?close=true
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/south-sudan-%E2%80%94-mobility-tracking-round-6-initial-data-release
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Community leaders , benef iciar ies and IOM partners discussing suicide prevention in Wau © IOM 2019 / Nino SHUSHANIA

IOM South Sudan 

Holds An Art 

Exhibition to Mark 

World Mental 

Health Day

IOM hosted an art exhibition to mark the World Mental Health Day, the theme of which this year 
is “Suicide Prevention”. Six South Sudanese artists from the Department of Fine Arts and Industrial 
Design of the University of Juba were invited to work on the topic of “wellbeing”, with their work 
showcased at the IOM offices in Juba in October. 

The promotion of mental and physical wellbeing is one way of preventing symptoms like suicidal 
ideation and hopelessness, which are often linked to depression. The arts can be used as a way 
of expressing feelings of despair or processing traumatic experiences, and the creative process can 
also be a source of inspiration and healing.

“In South Sudan, the topic of suicide, especially among those 15 – 35 years old, is highly relevant, 
as people continue to live in confined settings, lacking security and opportunities to support their 
families financially” said Heide Rieder, IOM South Sudan’s Head of Mental Health and Psychosocial 
Support (MHPSS) programme. “The majority of the population has been exposed to recurrent acts 
of violence and multiple displacements, which continues to impact upon them”, Rieder added.

The mental health care system in South Sudan is weak and, as a result of the lack of sufficient 
MHPSS specialists, people have to rely on each other for mutual support. “The role of the 
community is crucial in linking ties between existing resources at the individual and community 
level and supporting people who are suffering from mental health conditions”, Rieder said.

IOM South Sudan’s MHPSS programmes apply a community-based approach to address mental 
health problems, and are implemented in various locations across the country, including Wau, 
Malakal and Bentiu. In addition to the provision of focused non-specialized MHPSS services, such 
as counselling and peer support, a variety of creative, ritual and social activities are run by the 
teams to promote wellbeing, with 35,000 individuals reached on a monthly basis.

Ahead of World Mental Health Day, the IOM MHPSS team in Bentiu developed a campaign to 
promote wellbeing among different communities, in collaboration with other UN agencies and 
humanitarian actors. The messages and images developed by the community of internally displaced 
persons and humanitarian stakeholders will be spread to mark World Mental Health Day.

PROVIDE PHOTO
 + CAPTION

IN FOCUS
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IOM FIELD OPERATIONSIOM FIELD OPERATIONS

Programme Activities

IOM South Sudan Operations are funded by

WASH HEALTH S/NFI CCCMDTM
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