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The following report summarizes Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation (BTCF) relief actions in Mozambique as 
of May 8. 
 
Located at the center of the Sofala Province, the Nhamatanda District, with the principle town being 
Nhamatanda, continues to feel the negative impacts brought by Cyclone Idai to the 15,000 members of 
its community, with significant infrastructure damages, wide spread food insecurity, and disrupted 
schooling.  
 
The districts of Nhamatanda, Buzi, and Chibabava remain difficult to reach and assist. BTCF, in 
communication with the Sofala Province Government, will focus on providing immediate relief to over 
10,000 households impacted by Cyclone Idai in Nhamatanda by the end of May, while assessing 
additional opportunities to provide assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Situation on the ground: 
 On April 30th, the Tzu Chi Disaster Relief Group (TCDRG) entered the Buzi district to undergo an 

assessment of the conditions faced by those hardest hit by Cyclone Idai with to understand the 
immediate and long term needs of the community.  

 When Cyclone Idai hit, the Buzi River had flooded beyond capacity, bursting water into the 
low-lying areas, causing people to flee away from their homes. Now, with the river returning to its 
normal conditions, the affected residents are just beginning to grapple with the loss of their 
homes. The local government of Buzi plans to relocate these residents to higher ground to avoid 
suffering from flooding in the future. 

 The resettlement of the displacement people is an urgent task, with the Buzi district governor 
setting aside 600 hectares’ of land for at least 1,000 households to be relocated 
 

Summary of Cyclone Idai Relief Efforts in Mozambique as of May 8th 2019. 
 
1. Total Aid Distribution:  
 10,695 households have been provided livelihood items, dry rations and agriculture 

kits in Mozambique: 6466 households (Tica), 472 households (Dondo), 1663 
households (Matenga), and 2094 households (Lamego). 

2. Medical Aid:  
 Over 2000 patients in Beira have been approved for medical services including 

primary health care services such as family medicine, pediatrics services, surgical 
(lumps and bumps), eyes services and traditional medicine.  
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Upcoming Relief Efforts: 
 By the end of May, for over 12,000 households in Nhamatanda in Nhamatanda-Tica, M'tuchira and 

Lamego, BTCF will distribute 3kg of beans and corn seeds, 25 grams of onions, and leafy 
vegetables per household alongside a monthly food ration package including 12.5kg of corn flour, 
10kg of rice, and oils.  

 By mid May, Tzu Chi International Medical Association (TIMA) doctors will provide medical services 
to the 2000 identified patients in Beira at the Beira Central Hospital and through mobile clinics. 
  

Ongoing Efforts:  
 BTCF will continue to distribute locally sourced building materials for shelters in Mozambique. 

Meanwhile, recruiting local residents to assist their own people through a “Cash for Work 
Program,” empowering the affected to rebuild their home together with their community.  

 Following Cyclone Idai, BTCF volunteers have consistently witnessed homes that were just pieced 
together: with every visit illustrating the endless suffering of the vulnerable and the devastation of 
infrastructure. When everything is scarce, even sandbags can also be made into temporary bridges. 
BTCF commits to continuing to work closely with Nhamatanda government to ensure that no one 
is left behind and that everyone impacted by Idai builds back stronger.  
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