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Situation Overview  
 
In Kandahar province, 4,698 households (more than 33,000 
people) have been identified as requiring humanitarian assistance 
as a result of flooding. Across eight provinces and Kandahar city, 
1,855 houses have been destroyed and 2,841 houses have been 
partially damaged by flooding. There was further rain on 10 
March, although no new flooding incidents have been reported.  
 
Assessments in Kandahar city were concluded on 10 March. Nine 
districts are yet to be assessed due to insecurity although the 
Red Crescent is planning to scale up assessments in these ar-
eas. 
 
On 10 March, the Government announced that it would provide 
126 million afganis (afs) to support shelter repairs, agricultural 
support and other assistance packages, which will be mainly distributed to the nine hard-to-reach dis-
tricts that are yet to be assessed.  
 
In Hilmand province, 1,092 families across four districts – Nahr-e-Saraj, Nawa-e-Barakzaiy, Lash-
kragah and Nad-e-Ali - have been verified as requiring humanitarian assistance as a result of the flood-
ing that began on 2 March. A further 1,320 flood-affected families in Khoshkaba, Nahr-e-Saraj, and the 
Surkhdoz area of Nawa-e-Barakzaiy, have been identified by the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) 
but have not been verified by joint Government-UN/NGO assessment teams.  
 
Immediate needs have been identified as food, NFIs including blankets, multi-purpose cash, tents, shel-
ter kits, and water and sanitation assistance. 
 
In Farah province, 3,205 households have been identified as affected by the floods, and requiring hu-
manitarian assistance. Of these households, 1,601 homes have been destroyed and 1,604 have been 
partially damaged. 
 
According to inter-agency assessment teams (HAPA, NPO/RRAA, DACAAR, DRC, ANDMA, DoRR, 
DoAIL and MoRR), 85 per cent of the flood-affected areas have been assessed as of 10 March. Assess-
ments in Farah city are due to be complete on 12 March. Areas outside of the city have not been as-
sessed due to insecurity, although surge staff have been deployed to some affected districts to begin as-
sessments. 
 
On 9 March, heavy rain struck Muqur district, Badghis province, resulting in flash floods that damaged 
infrastructure and agricultural land in three villages, Sangi Zard, Cheshma Duzdak and Kalanzai. Wheat, 
cumin, pea and pistachio crops have been destroyed by the flood waters, and irrigation canals have 
been damaged. Water systems including wells, water catchments and water reservoirs have been de-
stroyed. It has been reported that in some affected areas, flood waters are 50 cm high, and there is the 
risk that poorly constructed homes may collapse. A joint assessment team (DRRD, IRC, WV and 
NPO/RRAA) are going to be deployed for assessment tomorrow. Partners on the ground have reported 
that there is sufficient stock available locally to respond to the needs in the affected area. 
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Response:  
 
In Kandahar, 800 out of 4,698 flood-affected households have received assistance. 
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• As of 11 March, 800 households have received tents, NFIs, food and hygiene kits.  
• Five inter-agency emergency health kits (IEHK), ten beds for acute watery diarrhoea patients and 

one trauma kit have been provided to the DoPH. 
• The ARCS are planning to provide assistance to a further 394 households in Spin Boldak. A fur-

ther 711 households in Panjwai and Zheri will be provided with relief items in the coming days. 
 

In Hilmand, 592 households out of 1,092 verified households, have received assistance.  

• As of 10 March, 592 households have received tents, shelter repair kits, family kits, kitchen sets, 
cash, food and WASH assistance including latrines and bathrooms.  

• Greshk District Hospital has been provided with one trauma kit, sufficient for 300 trauma cases.  
• Child protection teams have been deployed to Lashkargah to assess the needs of children af-

fected by the floods. 
 

In Farah, food and NFI packages including winter clothes, family kits, have been delivered to 250 fami-
lies. Hygiene kits have also been distributed to 382 families.  

• Emergency shelter kits and blankets have been distributed to 250 families. 
• As of 10 March, cash assistance has been provided 250 households (118 households have re-

ceived 15,000 afs, and 132 households have received 13,000 afs. 

Gaps & Constraints:  
In Kandahar, seven districts – Maiwand, Shawalikot, Spin Boldak, Dand, Daman, Arghandab and Ar-
ghistan – have been identified as being at high risk of public health concerns. 

• NFIs in the pipeline have been delayed and should be delivered to distribution points as soon as 
possible; there is still a need for additional NFIs, hygiene kits, winter clothing and emergency 
shelter support to meet the needs of flood-affected households. 
 

In Hilmand, ARCS have resources to provide 500 of the 1,320 households in Khoshkaba, Nahr-e-Saraj, 
and the Surkhdoz area of Nawa-e-Barakzaiy with 50kg of food. Further assistance from other partners is 
needed to meet the remaining needs. 

• In Hilmand, 500 households require blankets and of these, 295 require tents and 205 require 
shelter kits and tools.  

• All 1,092 flood affected families are requiring multi-purpose cash assistance. 

 
In Farah, lack of access to hard-to-reach and insecure areas remains a challenge which has hindered 
the assessment process to date. 

• It is anticipated that the total number of flood-affected households will reach 4,500 once all as-
sessments have concluded. There is insufficient stock in Farah to cover all these needs, espe-
cially for food and NFIs. It is anticipated that most emergency shelter needs can be covered by 
the cash assistance to be provided by ANDMA. 

Coordination: 
• OCHA continues to coordinate assessments and response in flood-affected districts 
• In Hilmand, OCHA continues to support the Emergency Operation Centre  at the IOM office and 

the OCT chaired by IRC. 
 
The next situation update will be issued once new information becomes available or is warranted by the situation on the ground. 
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