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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and princi-

pled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

  
Situation Overview  
 
In Kandahar province, some 21,200 people have been assessed 
requiring humanitarian assistance as a result of the floods. 25 peo-
ple are known to have died and 40 people have been injured. Ac-
cording to joint assessments conducted by the government and 
humanitarian partners (including IOM, UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF, 
SWABAC, HAPA, SCI, NRC, DRC, DACAAR, APA, HRDA, COAR 
and ARCS) in Kandahar and seven flood-affected districts, 1,340 
houses have been damaged and a further 1,276 have been de-
stroyed.  
 
Communities in Takhtapul district have yet to be assessed due to 
the wide geographical spread of the floods and the affected popu-
lation. However, the number of assessment teams has increased 
to reach more people as quickly as possible. 
 
In Hilmand province, almost 6,000 people have been affected by the floods and require humanitarian 
assistance, including 5,400 people who have been displaced from their homes. According to partners on 
the ground, more than 770 houses in the province have been destroyed. 
 
Joint assessment teams (including IOM, AAH, IRC, DACAAR, HAPA, UNICEF, APA, UNHCR, WFP and 
government) verified 1,433 flood affected people on 6 March. The Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) 
has also managed to reach 644 affected households in Khoshkaba and Nahr-e-Saraj which are in hard 
to access areas. Further assessments are ongoing, including in contested areas, and the numbers of 
affected people will likely continue to rise. 
 
Assessment teams have noted the most affected households gave access to boreholes for drinking wa-
ter, and that no damage has been reported to schools or health facilities with people able to access nec-
essary health services. However, communities in Khoshkaba and Nahr-e-Saraj are reportedly drinking 
unsafe water, raising concerns over outbreaks of diarrhoea and waterborne diseases.  
 
In Farah province, ANDMA has reported that 9,250 households in Farah city have been assessed as 
flood-affected, including 3,600 families whose houses have been completely destroyed and more than 
5,600 whose homes have been damaged. Joint assessment (Government and Humanitarian partners) 
will be organized; the first priority will be to assess the needs of the estimated 3,600 households whose 
homes have been destroyed.  
 
In Hirat province, 254 households in Shindand district have been identified as affected by the floods. 
Assessments are ongoing in three other districts, Zawol, Pusht Koh and Zir Koh. There are no other re-
ported humanitarian impacts in other districts of Hirat, and in these areas the impact has been largely on 
agricultural land.  
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs:  

• Flood affected people require food, NFIs, hygiene, winter clothes and emergency shelter (tents). 
Given the risk of waterborne diseases, there is also the need for water and hygiene assistance, 
and access to health services. 
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Response:  
 
Kandahar 

• As of 6 March, 2,800 people out of 21,200 flood-af-
fected people have been reached with humanitar-
ian assistance. 

•  
• Assistance is being provided at the same time that 

assessments are ongoing.  
• Shelter and NFIs: 397 flood affected households 

have been provided with winter clothing, blankets 
and relief items. 130 tents and 397 shelter kits 
have been distributed. Additional stocks including 
tents, blankets, and winter clothing have been dis-
patched from Kabul to Kandahar and are due to ar-
rive by 7 March. 

• Food: food for 397 households in Kandahar city is 
being distributed and a further 403 households will be provided with food in the coming days. 
Food has also been dispatched for 85 households in two other districts. 

• Health: Five emergency health kits able to cover 5,000 patients, ten beds for patients with acute 
watery diarrhoea and one trauma kit able to cover 250 patients has been provided to the DoPH. 
In addition, 12 mobile health teams deployed. Emergency health and psychosocial services have 
been provided to more than 430 people.  

• WASH: Support provided to 397 households.  
• Organisations engaged in mine clearance have been utilizing heavy equipment to clear rubble 

and mud, reopen access routes and divert flood waters away from villages and infrastructure.  

 
Hilmand 

• As of 5 March, the distribution of emergency relief items for 156 households had been completed. 
• NFIs: 156 households received family kits, blankets and winter kits, as well as multi-purpose 

cash. 
• Shelter: 25 tents have been distributed. 
• Food: In Lashkargah, 302 families received food on 6 and 7 March. Food for 544 households in 

two districts has been dispatched and distributions will occur in next two days.  
• Health: One emergency health kit that can cover 10,000 people has been provided to Hilmand 

DoPH. Eight mobile health teams are currently operational. 
• WASH: partners are installing emergency latrines and bathrooms.  

Hirat 
• The distribution of NFIs, emergency shelter, hygiene items and food to 254 families in three vil-

lages began on 7 March. 
• Assessments in Zawol, Pusht Koh and Zir Koh districts are being undertaken by ARCS. The rest 

of the districts in Hirat, report show that there is no humanitarian implication – the destruction is 
more on agriculture land. 

Farah 
• PDMC received 15 million Afghanis from ANDMA and are planning to distribute AFN 15,000 

(US$ 200) to families whose houses have been destroyed and AFN 7,500 (US$100) to those 
whose houses have been damaged.   

• On 7 March, 132 families were provided with multi-purpose cash grants; it is planned that a fur-
ther 500 families will also receive a cash grant.  
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• Humanitarian actors are planning to distribute NFIs to 1,700 families, food to 1,000 families and 
WASH items for 500 families.  

• 115 metric tons (mt) of mixed food commodities for 1,000 households have been dispatched from 
Hirat to Farah.  

• Demining organisations have heavy equipment available to assist with debris removal and road 
clearance.  

• OCHA has deployed one staff member to support coordination in Farah. 

 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  
 

• Additional stocks including blankets, family kits, winter clothing and 561 tents have been dis-
patched and are due to arrive in Kandahar by 7 March. However, partners anticipate there may 
be a gap of approximately 1,131 tents based on current needs.  

• Winter clothing has also been identified as a key gap, and partners anticipate that 2,600 flood-
affected families will require winter clothes.  

• In Hilmand, there is a need for 412 tents and 56 winter clothing kits. 
• ARCS is planning to conduct assessments in contested districts in Kandahar but require the sup-

port of agencies to provide assistance at the same time as the assessments. 
• In Hilmand, ARCS is able to provide the 500 of the 644 flood-affected households in Khoshkaba 

and Nahr-e-Saraj with 50kg of wheat, however, other agencies are required to provide for their 
additional needs including NFIs and hygiene support. 

• In Farah, NGOs have limited capacity and there is no UN presence, therefore, there may be the 
need for agencies to deploy emergency teams from other regions or from Kabul to support the 
response.   

• In Farah, limited stock is available including NFIs for 1,200 families 350 hygiene kits. Additional 
food, WASH and NFIs are required. 

Coordination  
• The Emergency Operation Center in Kandahar is still active, and is coordinating the response to 

affected people. 
• In Hilmand, the second OCT was convened this week to discuss the response challenges and 

reports of additional flood-affected communities. An additional team was formed to cover further 
areas. 

• In Farah, on 7 March, PDMC organized at the Governor’s office, and OCT meeting organized at 
WFP partner offices, NPORRA. 

 
OCHA Southern Region 
Ahmad Wali Raisi  
e-mail: raisi@un.org  
Tel: +93 793 001 179  
 
OCHA Western Province 
Yanna Thay 
Email : thay@un.org 
Tel : +93 793 001 117   
 
 
The next situation update will be issued once new information becomes available or is warranted by the situation on the ground. 
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