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Coordination Saves Lives 

Highlights/key priorities 

 Eight provinces have been affected by heavy rains and 
flooding. A further seven have been affected by snowfall 
and avalanches.  

 More than 20 people have reportedly been killed as a re-
sult of flooding, many others have been injured or are still 
missing. 

 More than 1,600 houses have been damaged or de-
stroyed. Assessments are ongoing and numbers are ex-
pected to increase. 

 

Situation Overview  
As of 4 March, eight provinces have been affected by heavy rains 
and flooding, according Government reports. More than 20 people 
are reported to have died as a result of the floods, including 13 
people in Kandahar province. Many others have been injured or 
are still missing. In excess of 1,600 houses have reportedly been 
damaged or destroyed, and there has been further damage water systems, agricultural land, schools, 
mosques and Government buildings.  
 
In Helmand province, heavy rains have caused the Helmand river to overflow in Lashkargah, Nawa-e-
Barakzaiy and Nad-e-Ali districts. Initial reports received from ANDMA indicate that approximately 350 
houses have been damaged or destroyed, and 1,200 people affected. It has been reported that one woman 
and four children have died, and a further two children are missing.  
 
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) have evacuated 350 people trapped by rising water in Surkhdoz 
(between Nawa and Garmser) districts and in Sarbad of Garmser district. The number of assessment 
teams will be increased in the province to also assess the scale of damage in Nad-e-Ali district. As of 3 
March, more than 850 people have been assessed as requiring humanitarian assistance in Helmand. 
Further assessments and distributions will continue over the coming days.   
 
In Kandahar province, at least 13 people are known to have died and a further 40 people have been 
injured. Many of those injured were inside a guesthouse when it collapsed. The numbers are still being 
verified and may continue to rise.  
 
In Farah province, damage has been reported throughout Farah City and in Anar dara district, with more 
than 100 houses damaged or destroyed. One health facility has also reportedly been damaged. Approxi-
mately 500 displaced people are being temporarily housed in the Teacher Training Institute and are being 
provided with food and health services. 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs:  

 Inter-agency assessments are ongoing in affected areas.  
 In Helmand, 156 affected families require emergency shelter, food, NFIs, winter clothes, hygiene 

kits and emergency latrines. 
 In Kandahar, 459 families were newly verified on 3 March and require food, NFIs, hygiene kits 

and winter clothes. Half of the families also require emergency shelter. 
 There is an increased risk of disease outbreak (vector borne and water borne diseases) over the 

next two weeks.  
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Response:  
 In Helmand, initial aid distributions have begun; food, non-food items (NFIs), tents, warm clothing 

and hygiene kits are being distributed to 397 families. 
 In Helmand, IRC has NFIs, hygiene kits and sufficient cash-for-food for 800 families. IOM has 25 

tents, 191 blanket sets, 151 family kits and 101 winter kits. UNICEF has 1,100 water kits, 350 family 
kits and blankets for 200 HHs.  

 In Kandahar, humanitarian actors have begun the distribution of food, tents, NFIs, winter clothing, 
hygiene kits for 397 verified families. 

 In Kandahar, there is sufficient NFIs for 2,000 households, hygiene kits for 1,000 households, cash 
for 2,000 households and food for 3,000 households (to be delivered from Kabul.)  

 Health cluster partners are responding in Kandahar, Farah and Zabul provinces. Six interagency 
emergency health kits (IEHK) covering 6,000 people, one IEHK supplementary kit covering 10,000 
people and one trauma kit covering 250 cases have been distributed. 110 family and baby kits 
have also been distributed to affected households in Kandahar city. 

 19 mobile health teams have been deployed; 13 in Farah and six in Kandahar.  
 Disease surveillance in affected districts is being scaled up, although to date there have been no 

reports of any outbreaks of disease.   
 

Gaps & Constraints:  
 In Helmand, there is an urgent need for at least 400 tents; food, NFIs and winter clothes for 700 

families; and 300 emergency latrines. Additional food items have been dispatched from Kabul and 
are expected to arrive in Helmand in the next few days.   

 Mobile health teams require additional resources to scale-up the response. 
 

Coordination 	
 The Operation Centre in Kandahar remains active; two new assessment teams have been de-

ployed to Zheri and Panwai districts.   

 IOM office in Helmand is serving as Emergency Operation Centre; the OCT will be chaired by 
IRC with the support of OCHA. 

Contact 
OCHA SR 
Ahmad Wali Raisi  
e-mail: raisi@un.org  
Tel: +93793001179    
 
 
 
The next situation update will be issued once new information becomes available or is warranted by the situation on the ground. 


