
 

 

 

The American people, through the U.S. Agency for International Development, have provided economic and humanitarian 

assistance worldwide for more than 50 years.” 

 
USAID on Facebook 

 
USAID on Twitter 

 
USAID on YouTube 

 
USAID on Flickr 

 

 

USAID Launches Toolkit to Help Afghan Business Women 
 

Kabul, Afghanistan - The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) introduced a new toolkit for 

Afghan businesses, especially women-owned businesses, during a September 19, 2019 event in Kabul.  An 

estimated 150 representatives from Afghanistan’s business development service providers and the private sector 

attended. 

 

USAID developed the toolkit, named “DASTYAR” or “assistant” in Dari, in collaboration with Arizona State 

University.  DASTYAR is designed for business owners, business service providers, and their partners to support 

the growth of private businesses.  The toolkit includes 14 modules that range from how to start a business to the 

practical aspects of managing a business in Afghanistan.  

 

“This toolkit demonstrates the U.S. Government commitment to improving the lives of women in Afghanistan by 

providing them education and training opportunities and assistance in starting and managing successful businesses,” 

USAID Afghanistan Acting Mission Director Jeffrey Cohen said. 

 

The toolkit incorporates case studies and exercises to help entrepreneurs of any size better understand and apply 

business management practices.  DASTYAR is available in English, Dari and Pashto and available to download from 

the website www.dastyar.af.   

 

USAID developed the toolkit as part of a project to assist Afghan women to develop the skills, voices, and 

resources to contribute to Afghanistan’s economic growth.  The project works in five economic zones across 

Afghanistan, with offices in Kabul, Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif, Jalalabad, and Kandahar.  

 

### 

 

With almost $19 billion spent on development programs in Afghanistan since 2002, USAID provides the largest bilateral civilian 

assistance program to Afghanistan. USAID partners with the government and people of Afghanistan to ensure economic growth led by 

the country’s private sector, to establish a democratic and capable state governed by the rule of law, and to provide basic health and 

education services for all Afghans. 
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