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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Angola
The humanitarian situation in Angola continues to deteriorate, and is disproportionately
affecting women and children. Erratic rainfall throughout south Angola has worsened drought
conditions,   affecting 2.3 million people, including over 491,000 children under 5 years. GAM
prevalence sits at 9.8 percent SAM is at 5.6 percent according to VAC results.   Between 70
and 80 per cent of the population in Huíla and Cunene are facing food insecurity and have
their nutrition status compromised.  The movement of people in search of water for human
and animal consumption has led to more than 192,000 children at risk of missing out on
education and engaging in child labour.   Cases of domestic violence and abuse are reportedly
on the rise, highlighting an increase in gender-based violence in the context of worsening
conditions and the rise in negative coping mechanisms. The population is also beset by health
emergencies, including measles, scabies and polio. Cases of circulating vaccine-derived polio
virus type 2 have been confirmed in Lunda Norte; and nearly 1.2 million people require polio
vaccination in 25 municipalities.   In addition, Angola is hosting over 20,000  refugees in the
Lóvua settlement and nearly 3,500 refugees in the urban areas of Dundo in Lunda Norte. 
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In collaboration with government line
ministries, civil protection departments and
national and international non-governmental
organizations, UNICEF is providing life-saving
and protective humanitarian assistance in
Angola, through a timely and effective
integrated package of nutrition, health, water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), child
protection and education services. UNICEF is
supporting the government's humanitarian
response through the provision of essential
drugs and vaccines, as well as nutrition,
WASH and communication for development
supplies. At the national and sub-national
levels, UNICEF is building on its strategic
presence by supporting assessment, response
and monitoring of humanitarian interventions,
while strengthening humanitarian coordination
and government services. UNICEF is leading
measles and polio vaccination campaigns,
including related communication for
development and social mobilization activities.
In drought-affected areas, UNICEF is creating
child-centred sites. The humanitarian strategy
emphasizes the targeting of vulnerable
communities in programme implementation
and through geographic and programmatic
convergence to deliver equitable and
integrated WASH, education, health and
nutrition services for children and families
most impacted by drought. UNICEF
interventions focus on schools, hospitals and
health centres, including in the provision of
safe drinking water, to promotes
complementarity and foster synergies between
government and partner services, maximize
the use of resources and achieve greater
results for children. 

As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$6.4
million available against the US$14.2 million
appeal (45 per cent funded).  Due to the
limited availability of timely emergency
funding, UNICEF used core resources to
ensure the continuity of the response and
implement critical interventions. However,
delayed funding still undermined the
response, particularly given the deterioration
of the drought situation, and led to
underachievement against programme
targets. In 2019, UNICEF established and
strengthened its field presence in Huíla,
Cunene and Bié provinces to support ongoing
emergency programme implementation.
UNICEF also supported the provincial
ministries of health and education, World
Vision and the Adventist Development and
Relief Agency to train over 500 community
health agents, including more than 300
community health agents in Huíla, 175 health
agents in Cunene and 18 nutrition supervisors
in nutrition-in-emergencies in Cunene.
UNICEF led the vaccine management and
social mobilization components of the polio
vaccination campaign in four provinces,
focusing on supply, procurement and social
mobilization (communication for
development). UNICEF also supported inter-
agency coordination as chair of the United
Nations Disaster Management Team,
including the coordination and leadership of
humanitarian programme implementation
supported by the Central Emergency
Response Fund (CERF).
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Total people in need
2.3 million8

Total children (<18) in need
1.2 million  9

Total people to be reached
571,534  10

Total children to be reached
437,022  11

Nutrition 
380,494 children under 5 years screened
for malnutrition 
68,912 children aged 6 to 59 months with
severe acute malnutrition admitted into
therapeutic treatment programmes 
96,000 caregivers of children aged 0 to 59
months accessing counselling on early
detection of malnutrition signs, infant and
young child feeding and preventative
health and hygiene practices 

WASH 
161,600 people accessing the agreed
quantity of water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene 
141,600 people accessing appropriate
sanitation facilities 

Health 
800 women and children under 5 years
accessing essential maternal and child
health services 
30,000 children aged 6 months and 14
years vaccinated against measles 
500 children aged 0 to 59 months with
acute watery diarrhoea received treatment

Child Protection 
650 women and children reached with
gender-based violence prevention and
response interventions 
150 unaccompanied and separated
children identified and receiving protection
services, including family tracing and
reunification and placement in alternative
care arrangements 

Education 
25,000 children have access to formal or
non-formal primary education 
450 children under 5 years have access to
community-based early childhood
development models 

Communication for Development 
691,040 people reached with key life-
saving and behaviour change messages
on health, nutrition, WASH and child
protection through face-to-face
approaches 

2019 programme targets

12

13

14

15



Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director Emergency Programmes, Office of
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

UNICEF 2019
targets

UNICEF 2019
 results 

NUTRITION
Children under 5 years screened for malnutrition 380,494 58,217
Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe acute malnutrition admitted into therapeutic
treatment programmes 68,912 4,384

Caregivers of children aged 0 to 59 months with access to counselling on early detection of
malnutrition signs, positive infant and young child feeding and preventative health and
hygiene practices

96,000 326

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People accessing the agreed quantity of water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 161,600 44,492  
People accessing appropriate sanitation facilities 141,600 40,492
HEALTH  
Children aged 6 months to 14 years vaccinated against measles 30,000 0
Children aged 0 to 59 months with acute watery diarrhoea received treatment 500 0
Women and children under 5 years accessing essential maternal and child health services 800 0
CHILD PROTECTION
Women and children reached with gender-based violence prevention and response
interventions 1,300 0  

Unaccompanied and separated children identified and receiving protection services, including
family tracing and reunification and placement in alternative care arrangements 300 0  

EDUCATION
Children with access to formal or non-formal early learning, pre-primary, primary or
secondary education 25,000 1,320

Children under 5 years have access to community-based early childhood development
models 450 0  

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
People reached with key life-saving and behaviour change messages on health, nutrition,
WASH and child protection through face-to-face approaches 691,040 500,000
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Results are through 31 July 2018.

 WASH funds were only available following CERF approval in June, which led to lower achievement against the targets. 
 Progress reporting from government partners is delayed and will be reported on in the second half of the year. 
 Limited funding has impaired implementation and the delivery of results. However, training on case management, including on gender-based violence, has been scheduled for November 2019. 
 UNICEF will deliver training on case management from 22 September 2019 to 2 October 2019 in Huíla and Cunene. Progress will be reflected as part of upcoming reporting on unaccompanied

and separated children. 
 Lack of funding contributed to delaying the implementation of activities. Activities have just started in September and reports on results achieved are expected by the end of the year. 

i
ii
iii
iv

v

Funding requirements
Under this revised Humanitarian Action for Children appeal, UNICEF is requesting US$14.25 million to meet the humanitarian needs of
children and women affected by drought, nutrition crisis, health emergencies and the refugee situation in Angola in 2019. Without adequate
and timely funding, UNICEF will be unable to sustain its support to the national humanitarian response and mitigate the risks for children.

Sector 2019 original
requirements (US$)

2019 revised
requirements (US$)

Funds available
(US$) Funding gap (US$) Funding

gap (%)
Nutrition 3,000,000 5,800,000 2,849,532 2,950,468 49.1
Health 600,000 600,000 0 600,000 100
WASH 4,000,000 4,100,000 3,398,343 701,657 17.1
Child protection 300,000 300,000 0 300,000 100
Education 1,370,000 2,800,000 95,209 2,704,791 96.5
Communication for development 250,000 300,000 150,000 150,000 50
Sector coordination 400,000 350,000 0 350,000 100
Total  9,920,000 14,250,000 6,493,084  7,756,916 5416

 From October 2018 to August 2019, less than 50 millimetres of rain was registered in most parts of the south provinces of Angola. 
 A scenario that is likely to worsen over the next six months. More than 1.14 million people are affected by drought in Cunene, Huila and Namibe provinces. 
 Considering the prospects of the rainy season and agriculture harvesting. 
 Data provided by Educational Provincial Government of Cunene as of June 2019. 
 World Health Organization. Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 – African Region, Disease outbreak news: Update 31 July 2019 
 Official data provided by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) both for refugees in the Lóvua settlement and in host communities, 2019. 
 Available funds include US$4.8 million received against the current appeal and US$1.6 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 This figure represents the drought-affected populations in Huíla, Cunene, Bié and Namibe provinces and accounts for close to 30 per cent of the entire population of the four provinces, including refugees in Lunda Norte who are affected by

drought and in need of humanitarian assistance. The figures are also based on official communications from the provincial governments of Cunene and Huíla on the drought and nutrition situation and the results of the joint United Nations and
Government (Casa Civil) mission to Cunene and Huíla, which preceded the development of the CERF proposal. The figure was adopted at the inter-agency level in 2019, including CERF application/proposals. 
 Fifty-three per cent of the population is estimated to be under 18 years old according to official government statistics from the National Institute of Statistics, 2019. 
 This figure includes 380,494 children, 58,560 women and caregivers for nutrition and 132,480 people for WASH. 
 Children to be reached include nutrition targets for children to be screened for malnutrition (380,494) plus 66 per cent of WASH targets for children aged 5 to 17 years (56,528). 
 While the WASH targets may appear to be small, the bulk of WASH interventions and WASH capacity, particularly related to the drilling of water points and water trucking, fall under the Government's authority. The Government is responding

to the highest volume WASH needs through its government-funded interventions portfolio. Hence, the UNICEF-proposed targets appear small. 
 This includes more than 20,000 refugees currently in Lunda Norte, Lóvua settlement. 
 The target includes 1) 500,000 people to be reached with communication for development interventions through polio vaccination campaigns in Huíla, Huambo, Bié, Cuando Cubango and Cunene provinces; 2) 132,480 people to be reached

with key messages on hygiene promotion practices through face-to-face approaches; and 3) 58,560 caregivers to be reached with access to counselling on early detection of malnutrition signs and positive infant and young child feeding practices
and preventive health and hygiene practices. 

 Communication for development targets include 500,000 people to be reached through the polio campaign in 13 municipalities and 240,450 people to be reached with key messages on WASH, nutrition preventive practices, health and child
protection. 

 Available funds include $4.8 million received in 2019 and US$1.6 million carried forward from the previous year. 
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Abubacar Sultan
Representative - Angola
Tel: +244 226 430 870
Email: asultan@unicef.org


