
MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES
IOM VOLUNTARY RETURN PROGRAM
IOM announced on 22 November that 
they have launched a new humanitarian 
assistance and assisted voluntary return 
(AVR) program in Guatemala to aid 
migrants who wish to return to their 
country of origin, but lack the means to 
do so.

IOM says they are working closely with 
UNHCR and implementing partners 
for referrals and counter-referrals of 
asylum seeker cases and people with 
international protection needs. Asides 
from the AVR program, which IOM 
says will be conducted in accordance 
with international human rights 
standards, the program will provide 
accommodation, food and medical care. 

The program will be implemented 
in both Guatemala and Belize with 
US$10.3 million in backing from the 
United States.

US-GUATEMALA ASYLUM AGREEMENT
UNHCR issued a statement on 19 
November expressing their concerns 
about the recently implemented over the 
US-Guatemala asylum arrangement. 

UNHCR says that the approach is at 
odds with established international law 
and risks placing vulnerable people in 
life-threatening situations. 

UNHCR also states that they have 
not been party to any of the US’ 
recent agreements with El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras (the countries 
of origin for more than 70 per cent 
of migrants apprehended at the US-
Mexico border in 2019), but that they 
are in dialogue with all governments 
involved to continue lobbying for their 
concerns and gain more information on 
implementation. 

KEY FIGURES

$10.3M
FUNDING SUPPORT FROM 
THE UNITED STATE FOR IOM 
VOLUNTARY RETURN PROGRAM

70%
OF MIGRANTS APPREHENDED AT 
US-MEXICO BORDER ARE FROM 
EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA AND 
HONDURAS

Sources:
IOM, UNHCR

MEXICO: CHRONIC VIOLENCE
Public security officials reported on 20 
November that there have been 29,574 
homicides so far in 2019, up two per 
cent from the 28,869 in the same period 
of 2018.

 2019 will likely close as the 
most violent year in Mexican 

history since 1910

Should the trend continue, there may 
be as many as 100 people murdered 
each day across the country. The 
central Mexican state of Guanajuato 
sits atop the list of homicides by state 

with 2,877 killings, followed by Mexico 
state (2,453), Baja California (2,448), 
Chihuahua (2,182), Jalisco (2,274), 
Veracruz (1,549) and Guerrero (1,555). 
The national capital of Mexico City saw 
1,371 homicides as well.

Homicides increased slightly in 
October 2019 (2,866) compared to 
September, the first time homicides have 
experienced a monthly increase since 
the national deployment of more than 
25,000 National Guard members in July.

KEY FIGURES

29.5K
INTENTIONAL HOMICIDES 
RECORDED IN MEXICO SO FAR IN 
2019

Sources:
Security and Civilian Protection Secretariat (Mexico)

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Weekly Situation Update (18-25 November 2019)
As of 25 November 2019

The numbers presented are for orientation and not conclusive. Sources are reports from national authorities from public websites.
Creation date: 25 November 2019     Sources: Reliefweb  Feedback: ocha-rolac@un.org  |  www.unocha.org/rolac  |  www.reliefweb.int

p. 1/3



REGIONAL: VENZUELAN MIGRANTS & REFUGEES
QUITO PROCESS
Representatives from 14 countries in 
the region gathered for the fifth Quito 
Process meeting, held in Bogota between 
14-15 November, to further ongoing 
regional-level discussions on the 
Venezuelan migrant and refugee crisis. 

The meeting, supported by IOM and 
UNHCR, was attended by countries such 
as Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru and Uruguay. Participants agreed 
to establish a technical secretariat with 
IOM and UNHCR support to aid the 
pro tempore presidency of the group. 
Participants also called for a scale up 
in technical support and international 
financing to support host countries. 

Countries approved terms of reference 
for the Friends of the Quito Process 
Group that seeks to raise awareness on 
the crisis and advocate for increased 
cooperation and support for host 
countries, highlighting the importance 
of the 2020 Regional Migrant Response 
Plan (RMRP) for US$1.3 billion that was 
launched on 13 November.

The next Quito Process meeting is slated 
for early 2020 in Santiago, Chile.

ECUADOR: IOM SURVEY
IOM recently published the results 
of their sixth Displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM) monitoring survey of 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants 
in Ecuador. The survey, conducted 
between August and September 2019, 
carried out 3,148 interviews with 
Venezuelan adults across eight cities in 
Ecuador to better profile their needs. 

This survey is the first DTM survey 
carried out since Ecuador restricted the 
entry of Venezuelans seeking to enter 
the country by requiring a temporary 
residence visa in a valid passport.

More than 90 per cent of interviewees 
reported having entered Ecuador 
through regular border control points, 
while 8.6 per cent reported that they did 
not formally register their entry into 
Ecuador.

More than 80% of Venezuelan 
migrants surveyed in Ecuador 

who seek to stay in the 
country intend to apply for a 

humanitarian visa

Of this group, 33.2 per cent do not 
currently meet the requirements for said 
humanitarian visa. Only 6.8 per cent of 
surveyed Venezuelans say that they have 
formal employment contracts.

More than half of the interviewees say 
they have experienced discrimination 
due to their nationality. Interviewees 
across identified income generation, 
migratory regularization and counsel, 
medical aid and food as primary 
assistance needs.

KEY FIGURES

14
COUNTRIES ATTENDED FIFTH 
QUITO PROCESS MEETING TO 
ADDRESS REGIONAL IMPACT 
OF VENEZUELAN MIGRANT & 
REFUGEE SITUATION

3.1K
VENEZUELAN MIGRANTS & 
REFUGEES IN ECUADOR SURVEYED 
BY IOM

6.8%
OF SURVEYED VENEZUELANS 
SAY THEY HAVE FORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS

Sources:
Government of Colombia, IOM
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REGIONAL: HAZARDS & DISASTERS
MEXICO/GUATEMALA: EARTHQUAKES
On 20 November, a 6.3 magnitude 
struck off the Pacific coast near the 
Mexico-Guatemala border, followed 
by a 5.4 quake in nearly the exact same 
location. Civil Protection in the southern 
Mexican state of Chiapas said that there 
have not been any immediate reports of 
damage. Media reports out of Guatemala 
say various departments felt the 6.3 
earthquake, adding that authorities are 
not reporting any immediate damage, 
either. Response officials are monitoring 
aftershocks and seismic activity.

EL SALVADOR: SEISMIC ACTIVITY
El Salvador continued to experience 
constant seismic activity between 
18-22 November, following several 
earthquakes in different areas that 
triggered Civil Protection monitoring 
protocols during the previous week. 

According to reports from the Ministry 
of the Environment and Natural 
Resources (MARN), the seismic events 
that were most felt in different areas 
measured between magnitudes 3.1-4.8. 

The most recent earthquake occurred 
on 21 November off the coast of the 
Usulután department, measuring 4.6. 
Authorities continue to monitor the 
ongoing seismic activity.

ARGENTINA: EARTHQUAKE
On 19 November, a 5.8 earthquake 
struck 39 miles southwest of the central 
Argentinian city of San Luis, with a 
shallow depth of six miles. Local media 
reports that the quake was felt in the 
provinces of Mendoza, San Juan and San 
Luis, with lesser shaking reported in the 
capital of Buenos Aires and in Rosario. 
There are no reports of damage.

GUATEMALA: LANDSLIDE
Guatemala announced another 30-day 
state of calamity for central Guatemalan 
city of Ciudad Peronia, which 
experienced a massive landslide on 28 
October.

The landslide prompted an initial state 
of calamity after the evaluations from 
National Coordinator for Disaster 
Reduction (CONRED) revealed that the 
flooding that triggered the landslide also 
weakened much of the inhabited hillside 
land, putting some 120 families at risk.

A recent earthquake further 
compounded the risk, causing minor 
landslips. The Ministry of Social 
Development expects to invest 
approximately US$518,000 to feed 196 
families affected by the landslides.
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BAHAMAS: HURRICANE DORIAN
A damage and loss assessment (DALA) 
report from the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), the UN 
Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
and PAHO/WHO on the impacts of 
Hurricane Dorian in The Bahamas 
estimates US$2.5 billion in damages, 
making the reconstruction of Abaco 
and Grand Bahama a multi-year effort 
that will require major assistance from 
financing institutions.

The analysis covers damage, losses 
and additional costs across the 
social, infrastructure, productive and 

environment sectors. Housing, education 
and health, suffered the bulk of the 
damages, with nearly $1.6 billion.

The productive sector (tourism, 
commerce, fisheries and agriculture), 
suffered more than half of the $717 
million in losses, with tourism in 
particular losing some $325 million. The 
total additional costs of $102 million are 
mostly related to debris removal and 
oil spill cleanup. The estimated impact 
of Dorian is one percentage point of 
the GDP, implying that post-disaster 
economic growth for The Bahamas will 
be around 0.9 per cent.

KEY FIGURES

$2.5B
IN DAMAGES CAUSED BY 
HURRICANE DORIAN IN THE 
BAHAMAS

Sources:
IDB, ECLAC, PAHO/WHO


