
GUATEMALA: NATURAL HAZARDS
RAINY SEASON
According to the National Coordinator for 
Disaster Reduction (CONRED), seasonal 
rains in Guatemala have affected some 
1,285,000 people since the onset of the 
season in May 2019. The rains, which 
triggered floods and landslides throughout 
Guatemala, have rendered 4,330 people 
homeless, prompted 4,961 evacuations and 
driven 1,470 people to shelter throughout 
the season, as well as causing 12 deaths.

Infrastructure evaluations show 1,500 
homes with mild damage, 2,500 homes 
with moderate damage and 263 homes 
with severe damage, as well as landslide 
damage to 149 roads and various damages 
to 12 schools. The Government has thus 
far delivered some 55 tons of humanitarian 
aid worth GTQ600,000 (US$78,000) to 
benefit nearly 5,000 people.

LANDSLIDE
On 4 November, President Jimmy Morales 
declared a public calamity for 30 days for 
the central Guatemalan municipality of 
Villa Nueva following a massive landslide 
that put 125 families at risk - Morales 
noted there are more than 100 homes 

at risk of collapsing due to the landslide. 
The decree will allow the Government 
to respond to damages, placing civil and 
military authorities under the coordination 
of CONRED.

COLD FRONTS
With the rainy season coming to a close, 
authorities are shifting their attention to 
seasonal cold fronts, with two to three 
fronts forecast for Guatemala starting on 
15 November. Longer term forecasts from 
the National Seismology, Volcanology, 
Meteorology and Hydrology Institute 
(INSIVUMEH) include an additional 
14 cold fronts between December 2019 
and March 2020, where temperatures in 
the west may fall as low as -7° C, while 
temperatures in the highlands may fall as 
low as -3° C.

INSIVUMEH expects the cold fronts to 
feature rain in departments without a 
defined dry season. Children under 5 and 
elderly people are particularly vulnerable 
during cold fronts, as they are likelier 
to fall ill. Departmental and municipal 
authorities are preparing shelters ahead of 
the incoming fronts.

1.2M
AFFECTED BY SEASONAL RAINS 
SINCE MAY 2019

4.9K
EVACUATIONS DUE TO EFFECTS OF 
SEASONAL RAINS

55
TONS OF HUMANITARIAN AID 
DELIVERED BY GOVERNMENT TO 
RESPOND TO RAINY SEASON

Sources:
National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction
National Seismology, Volcanology, Meteorology and 
Hydrology Institute 
(Guatemala) 
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HONDURAS: DENGUE UPDATE
Through Epidemiological Week (EW) 
43 (20-26 October), there are 94,069 
cases of dengue in Honduras, with 
18,296 cases of severe dengue (19.45 per 
cent). The rising caseload is a 1,480 per 
cent increase from the 5,953 total cases 
registered by EW 43 in 2018.

Week-to-week dengue totals are 
declining again after a minor spike in 
EW 41 (6-12 October). Ministry of 

Health officials confirmed four more 
deaths, bringing the 2019 death toll up 
to 155. More than half of the deceased 
are under 15 years old. Comayagua, 
Cortés and Santa Bárbara remain the 
most affected departments.

The Vice-minister of Health reports 
that the Government has invested some 
US$10 million towards prevention and 
response measures.

94K
TOTAL CASES OF DENGUE 
IN HONDURAS THROUGH 
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL WEEK 43

Sources:
Honduran Health Secretariat
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BOLIVIA: WILDFIRES
Although the persistent wildfires that 
burned 5.3 million hectares in the eastern 
Bolivian department of Santa Cruz are 
dying down with the start of Bolivia’s rainy 
season, recent post-electoral social conflicts  
is affecting humanitarian access.

Despite the scale of the fires decreasing to 
where local authorities can ably handle fire 

control operations, some 10,000-12,000 
families affected by the fires remain in 
need, according to previous rapid needs 
assessments carried out in coordination 
between the Humanitarian Country Team 
and the Government.

5.3M
MILLION HECTARES BURNED BY 
PERSISTENT WILDFIRES ACROSS 
EASTERN BOLIVIA

Sources:
Humanitarian Country Team (Bolivia)
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ECUADOR: FLOODS & LANDSLIDES
Heavy rainfall in the eastern Ecuadorian 
province of Pastaza triggered floods 
and landslides in late October, affecting 
communities in the Arajuno, Pastaza and 
Santa Clara cantons.

Authorities activated the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) to respond to 
the effects of the various events, which 

have thus far affected 1,550 people and 
damaged 37 homes. The National Risk 
and Emergency Management Service 
(SNGRE) reports that teams are working 
with military personnel to deliver relief 
supplies to affected families in riverside 
communities. Pastaza fire brigades are 
carrying out search and rescue and 
evacuations as well.

1.5K
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY FLOODING 
AND LANDSLIDES IN EASTERN 
ECUADOR

Sources:
National Risk and Emergency Management Service 
(Ecuador)
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BAHAMAS: HURRICANE DORIAN RECOVERY
Speaking at a 3 November press 
conference, Prime Minister Hubert Minnis 
announced that the Ministry of Housing 
and the Environment has formalized a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with UNDP to advance clean-up programs, 
as well as a Debris Management Plan for 
Abaco and Grand Bahama.

Under the MoU, UNDP will assist the 
Government with monitoring, evaluation 
and technical assistance. Minnis added that 
The Bahamas are working with Samaritan’s 
Purse in targeting 1,000 permanent home 
repairs with Build Back Better principles 
and with IFRC to repair another 1,000 
homes. Additionally, Minnis is proposing a 
Disaster Reconstruction Authority to allow 
for a more efficient reconstruction process. 

The Government is also looking into a 
private and independent national recovery 
and reconstruction trust fund that could 
potentially provide vulnerable households 
with US$10,000 each to secure building 
supplies and labor, according to the Prime 
Minister.

2K
HOMES TO BE REPAIRED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT WITH SUPPORT 
FROM RESPONSE PARTNERS

Sources:
The Government of The Bahamas
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