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CENTRAL AMERICA: DENGUE OUTBREAK
HONDURAS
As of epidemiological week 31, 
Honduras is reporting 49,300 cases, with 
some 10,800 cases of severe dengue.

Dengue cases for 2019 already 
exceed the combined caseload 

of the previous three years

The Permanent Commission for 
Contingencies (COPECO) is designating 
Fridays for breeding site removal, 
fumigation, and cleanup and awareness 
campaigns. To date, the Friday 
operations have reached more than 
346,000 homes.

Honduras is receiving support from 
Taiwan, who announced a donation of 
more than US$2 million on 7 August. 
PAHO Assistant Director Jarbas Barbosa 
da Silva traveled to Honduras during 

the week, meeting with President 
Juan Orlando Hernández and health 
authorities to discuss the situation.

GUATEMALA
On 7 August, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched 
a Plan of Action to respond to the 
growing caseload. The US$304,677, 
allocation from IFRC's Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund (DREF) will cover 
operations until December 2019.

The plan is targeting 37,500 people for 
assistance in six affected municipalities 
and involves vector control training 
for community leaders, education for 
parents on proper household water 
management, school interventions to 
teach teachers and students on dengue, 
mass media campaigns and community 
engagement activities.

346K
HOMES IN HONDURAS REACHED 
BY GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION 
PROGRAMS

200K
PUBLIC WORKERS IN HONDURAS 
PARTICIPATING IN GOVERNMENT 
INTERVENTION PROGRAMS

37.5K
PEOPLE IN GUATEMALA 
TARGETED FOR ASSISTANCE BY 
IFRC PLAN OF ACTION

Sources: 
Government of Honduras 
PAHO 
IFRC
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CENTRAL AMERICA: FOOD SECURITY
WFP has announced that it will nearly 
quadruple the number of people 
it assists in four Central American 
countries severely affected by prolonged 
drought, one of the main push factors 
for migration. According to FAO, the 
drought in the Dry Corridor caused by 
El Niño has been one of the worst the 
region has seen over the last decade, 
resulting in a drastic fall in agricultural 
production (estimated losses of between 
50 and 90 percent) and leading to a spike 
in food and nutrition insecurity.

WFP aims to provide food assistance 
to 700,000 people in El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, 
reflecting a significant increase over the 
160,000 people it has already assisted so 
far this year.

Prolonged drought in 
northern Central America has 
affected more than 3.6 million 
people over the last five years

In a recent report, WFP, FAO and 
partner Governments found that eight 
per cent of families would resort to 
migration as a means of escaping food 
and nutrition insecurity.

700K
PEOPLE TARGETED FOR FOOD 
ASSISTANCE IN EL SALVADOR, 
GUATEMALA, HONDURAS AND 
NICARAGUA

Sources: 
WFP
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CARIBBEAN: HURRICANE SEASON
With the end of El Niño, and the peak 
months of the hurricane season already 
underway, the North Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
says that conditions are now more 
favorable for above-normal hurricane 
activity.

Seasonal forecasters with NOAA’s 
Climate Prediction Center have revised 
their earlier predictions from May of 
a 30 per cent likelihood of an above-
normal Atlantic hurricane season to 45 

per cent. NOAA has also increased the 
number of predicted storms for the 2019 
Atlantic hurricane season, forecasting 
10-17 named storms, with 5-9 of those 
becoming hurricanes and 2-4 expected 
to be major hurricanes.

This updated forecast is for the entire 
2019 Atlantic hurricane season, 
which officially ends November 30. 
The Atlantic hurricane season on 
average produces 12 named storms, six 
hurricanes, and three major hurricanes.

45%
LIKELIHOOD OF AN ABOVE-
NORMAL ATLANTIC HURRICANE 
SEASON

Sources: 
North Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) 
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SOUTH AMERICA: FOREST FIRES
BOLIVIA
On 7 August, the Santa Cruz department 
declared a red alert over the high volume 
of forest fires burning through the 
department.

The number of fires reported 
in Santa Cruz so far in August 
are already nearly half of all 

of Santa Cruz's 2018 fires

The Vice-ministry of Civil Defense 
(VIDECI) is providing support with 
a helicopter equipped with water 
transport capacities.

According to Bolivia’s Forest Fire Early 
Warning System (SATIF), Santa Cruz 
is expected to receive rainfall during 
11-17 August, which may slow down the 
currently burning wildfires.

Authorities are most concerned with a 
fire in the Pailón area that has already 
burned 1,600 hectares of grazing land.

PERU
The National Civil Defense Institute 
(INDECI) reported on 10 August that 
Peru is experiencing a spate of wildfires, 
with the departments of Cusco, Huánuco 
and Madre de Dios registering the most 
serious incidents.

A fire in the Checacupe district in Cusco 
destroyed 500 hectares of land, resulting 
in the death of a child and 13 injuries. 
Authorities in the Iñapari district in 
Madre de Dios are battling isolated 
fires that started on 9 August that have 
so far burned 106 hectares of crops. In 
Huánuco, authorities controlled two 
separate fires that also burned nearly 50 
hectares of land.

Fires also threatened one of Peru’s 
most treasured archaeological areas 
- the Ministry of Culture closed the 
Kuélap archaeological monument, an 
indigenous settlement dating back to 
fifth century, while INDECI, army and 
police in Amazonas scrambled to put out 
the fire, which broke out on 4 August.

1.6K
HECTARES OF GRAZING LAND 
BURNED IN SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

656
HECTARES OF LAND BURNED BY 
VARIOUS FIRES ACROSS PERU

Sources: 
Vice-ministry of Civil Defense (Bolivia) 
National Civil Defense Institute (Peru)

KEY FIGURES

p. 2/3
The numbers presented are for orientation and not conclusive. Sources are reports from national authorities from public websites.
Creation date: 12 August 2019     Sources: Reliefweb  Feedback: ocha-rolac@un.org  |  www.unocha.org/rolac  |  www.reliefweb.int

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Weekly Situation Update (5-12 August 2019)
As of 12 August 2019



SOUTH AMERICA: COLD TEMPERATURES
BOLIVIA
According to the National Camelid 
Livestock Farming Association, 
winter conditions have claimed some 
5,000 camelid livestock heads in the 
departments of Cochabamba and Potosí, 
adding that the ashfall from the recent 
explosion of the Ubinas volcano in Peru 
continues to compound the situation as 
livestock are still inhaling volcanic dust. 

A representative from the Agribusiness 
Chamber of Commerce says that the 
losses are worth some US$868,560, 
adding that they are requesting help 
from the Vice-ministry of Civil Defense 
(VIDECI) and departmental authorities. 

The governor of Potosí says they are 
allocating $36,190 to assist affected 
families as they await for help from 

national authorities. Some 225 families 
in southern Cochabamba have suffered 
frost damage to their crops. The 
National Meteorology and Hydrology 
Service (SENAMHI) declared an orange 
alert in July for several areas in Bolivia, 
including Cochabamba and Potosí.

PERU
On 5 August, the National Emergency 
Operations Center (COEN) reported 
that winter season temperatures below 
0°C have affected various provinces 
in the departments of Apurimac, 
Ayacucho, Huánuco and Pasco.

To date, the extreme winter conditions 
have affected some 778 people, 41,300 
animals and 667 hectares of farmland. 
National authorities have delivered 
more than 7,000 winter clothing kits to 
affected communities.

$868K
ECONOMIC LOSSES CAUSED BY 
WINTER DAMAGE TO LIVESTOCK 
IN BOLIVIA

778
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY EXTREME 
WINTER CONDITIONS IN PERU

Sources: 
Agribusiness Chamber of Commerce (Bolivia) 
National Emergency Operations Center (Peru)
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SOUTH AMERICA: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
PERU
Peru’s Geological, Mining and 
Metallurgical Institute (INGEMMET) 
reported on 5 August that the Sabancaya 
Volcano, located 70km north west of 
the Arequipa Department, exploded 
ash columns of 2.6km above the crater, 
dispersing toward the south west and 
into neighboring areas of the Lluta 
district. The Sabancaya Volcano is 
currently under orange alert and 
authorities continue to monitor the 
situation as it develops.

CHILE
On 6 August , the National Geology and 
Mining Service (SERNAGEOMIN) and 

the Civil Protection System raised the 
alert level for the Villarrica Volcano in 
Southern Chile, one of the country’s 
most active volcanos, to yellow. The 
volcano last erupted in March 2015, 
forcing the evacuation of 3,400 people.

SERNAGEOMIN observed in recent 
days that the volcano is experiencing 
above-normal activity, prompting the 
yellow alert for communities in the 
Araucanía and Los Ríos regions. 

According to SERNAGEOMIN, volcanic 
projectiles traveling at 100 km/h affected 
an area of 500 meters. SERNAGEOMIN 
is monitoring the situation for any 
changes.

ORANGE
ALERT FOR THE SABANCAYA 
VOLCANO IN PERU

YELLOW
ALERT FOR THE VILLARRICA 
VOLCANO IN CHILE

Sources: 
Geological, Mining and Metallurgical Institute (Peru)
National Geology and Mining Service (Chile)
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