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CENTRAL AMERICA: DENGUE OUTBREAKS
HONDURAS
On orders of the Ministry of Health, 
all 1,606 health centers in Honduras 
are to stay open until 7:00pm, which 
should allow them to take the burden off 
public hospitals, nearly all of which are 
currently overrun with dengue cases.

The Ministry also reports that they 
will open 15 Dengue Attention Clinics 
(CAD) within existing facilities, 
with two in the national capital of 
Tegucigalpa and two more in San Pedro 
Sula in northern Honduras. The CAD 
facilities will hire additional personnel to 
provide 24 hour service.

Through epidemiological week (EW) 
30, Honduras has accumulated 42,346 
cases, with 9,793 cases of severe dengue 
and 156 total deaths.

GUATEMALA
Guatemala’s Ministry of Health formally 
declared a red epidemiological alert for 
dengue, allowing public health services 
to maintain permanent services for 
registration, notification, surveillance, 
weekly trend analysis and prevention 
campaigns until further notice.

Health officials in Guatemala 
are concerned that water 

collection in drought-affected 
areas may become mosquito 

breeding sites

According to the Ministry’s bulletin for 
epidemiological week 27, Guatemala 
is witnessing as many as 608 new 
cases each week. The Ministry’s head 

of epidemiology warns that the total 
number of cases may soon surpass 9,000, 
especially with Guatemala’s ongoing 
rainy season potentially leading to more 
disease-carrying mosquitos.

EL SALVADOR
Through 27 July, El Salvador has seen 
10,316 suspected cases of dengue, 2,241 
hospitalizations and 10 deaths. Although 
El Salvador’s health system has yet to 
declare any alert, they are coordinating 
with Civil Protection. 

PAHO/WHO is providing technical 
support for the Ministry of Health and 
supporting with virology diagnostic 
supplies for dengue, chikungunya and 
Zika, patient management guidelines 
and epidemiological analysis. Oxfam is 
supporting municipal authorities with 
fumigation campaigns and WASH 
supplies in schools. Save the Children 
is supporting 11 municipalities with 
existing Zika programs.

NICARAGUA
According to the Ministry of Health, 
there are 55,289 suspected cases 
of dengue in Nicaragua through 
epidemiological week (EW) 30, a 138 
per cent increase from EW 30 2018. The 
Ministry declared an alert on 30 July that 
will scale up prevention and attention 
actions until November.

According to PAHO/WHO, Nicaragua 
trails only Brazil in incidence of dengue 
cases, with 441 cases for every 100,000 
inhabitants. Despite the high frequency 
of cases, Nicaragua has the lowest 
mortality rate in the region, with only 
eight deaths.

42.3K
CASES OF DENGUE IN HONDURAS 
THROUGH EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
WEEK 30

608
NEW CASES OF DENGUE IN 
GUATEMALA EACH WEEK

2.2K
HOSPITALIZATIONS OVER DENGUE 
IN EL SALVADOR

441
CASES OF DENGUE FOR EVERY 
100,000 INHABITANTS IN 
NICARAGUA, THE HIGHEST RATE 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA

Sources: 
Ministry of Health (Honduras) 
Ministry of Health (Guatemala) 
Ministry of Health (El Salvador) 
Ministry of Health (Nicaragua) 
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MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES
The United States sent 900 migrants 
back to the north eastern Mexican city 
of Matamoros this week, expanding 
its “Remain in Mexico” program to the 
easternmost point of the US-Mexico 
border, according to Mexican officials. 

This new group of returnees is among 
the nearly 3,000 people sent back to the 
state of Tamaulipas to wait for their 
US asylum proceedings, a state known 
for rampant violence and kidnapping. 
Mexico reports that more than 20,000 
migrants have been returned so far. 

Mexico will provide more shelter space 
and jobs for returnees, opening the first 
Government shelter for returnees in 
Ciudad Juárez on 1 August.

Mexico’s new shelter can 
house 3,500 people and will 

provide healthcare, meals and 
access to labor markets

Similar shelters are set to open in Tijuana 
and Mexicali in coming days, with one 
for Nuevo Laredo still in planning.

20K
ASYLUM SEEKERS RETURNED 
FROM US TO MEXICO TO AWAIT US 
ASYLUM PROCEEDINGS

Sources: 
Government of Mexico
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CENTRAL AMERICA: DROUGHT & FOOD SECURITY
CENTRAL AMERICA
The regional forum for climate-based 
outlooks for food security and nutrition 
convened by the Central America 
Integration System (SICA) reports 
that they expect El Niño to weaken 
in coming months. This weakening, 
combined with warmer sea surface 
temperatures in the northern tropical 
Atlantic and the Caribbean, is likely to 
produce an average amount of tropical 
cyclone activity.

Additionally, the forecast estimates that 
most of the region will otherwise have 
below-normal rainfall, with seasonal 
heatwaves at the end of July and August, 
which may lead to difficulties for sectors 
linked to food security and nutrition.

GUATEMALA
Oxfam and local food security NGOs 
monitored 201 communities in 
the departments of Baja Verapaz, 

Chiquimula, Huehuetenango and Jutiapa 
to evaluate the impact of a dry spell on 
local production and consumption.

Some areas have gone as long 25 days 
without rain, leading to a 78.1 per cent 
loss in corn production and impact 
on 24,200 farmers. Bean production 
fell by 70.4 per cent, affecting 24,000 
farmers. Oxfam and partners consider 
that the magnitude of the reported losses 
will drive the existing food insecurity 
scenario of 550,000 people in need of 
food assistance well into 2020.

The report advocates for cash transfer 
response, noting that local markets 
have enough supply. The report also 
notes that coffee production, the 
largest source of temporary jobs for 
agricultural workers, is still in crisis 
due to falling international coffee prices 
and a countrywide coffee plant blight, 
circumstances that are contributing to 
the mass emigration of workers.

48.2K
CORN AND BEAN FARMERS 
AFFECTED BY DRY SPELL IN 
GUATEMALA

25
DAYS WITHOUT RAIN IN SOME 
PARTS OF GUATEMALA

Sources: 
Central America Integration System (SICA) 
Oxfam

KEY FIGURES

p. 2/3

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Weekly Situation Update (29 July-5 August 2019)
As of 5 August 2019

The numbers presented are for orientation and not conclusive. Sources are reports from national authorities from public websites.
Creation date: 5 August 2019     Sources: Reliefweb  Feedback: ocha-rolac@un.org  |  www.unocha.org/rolac  |  www.reliefweb.int



PERU: VOLCANO RESPONSE
The National Civil Defense Institute 
(INDECI) reports that 330 people in 
communities near the recently erupted 
Ubinas volcano have been evacuated 
to a shelter in the district of Ubinas. 
The Moquegua Regional Emergency 
Operations Center (COER) also reports 
that local housing authorities have 
delivered chemical latrines to the Ubinas 
shelter.
 

Fearing cold temperatures as low as 
-6°C, Ubinas municipal authorities are 
requesting winter clothing kits from 
INDECI for people at the shelter.

Officials from the Volcanology 
Observatory of the Geologic Mining 
and Metallurgy Institute (INGEMMET) 
caution that rainfall in the Moquegua 
department where the volcano is located 
may cause lahar flows, urging residents to 
take the necessary prevention measures.

330
PEOPLE IN COMMUNITIES NEAR 
VOLCANO EVACUATED TO A 
SHELTER IN UBINAS

Sources: 
National Civil Defense Institute (INDECI) 
Moquegua Regional Emergency Operations Center 
Geologic Mining and Metallurgy Institute (INGEMMET)  
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BOLIVIA: HAZARD ALERTS
WILDFIRES
Officials from the Secretariat for 
the Environment and Sustainable 
Development announced that around 70 
per cent of the Santa Cruz department 
is at high risk of wildfires. There have 
been more than 10,000 fires so far in 
2019, which in turn have triggered 57 
forest fire emergentcies. July closed out 
with some 2,800 fires.

The Secretariat declared a yellow alert 
on 2 August, citing the dry conditions 
and high wind speeds that are conducive 
for fast-forming fires.

EXTREME COLD & HIGH WINDS
The National Meteorology and 
Hydrology Service (SENHAMI) report 
orange alerts for extreme cold and high 
temperatures for much of central and 
eastern Bolivia. The alerts forecast a 
high likelihood of frosts and winds with 
speeds between 60-100 km/h. High 
winds have already damaged 40 per 
cent of wheat crops in the Santa Cruz 
department, according to a local farmer’s 
trade union.

70%
OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA, AT 
HIGH RISK OF WILDFIRES

Sources: 
Secretariat for the Environment and Sustainable 
Development 
National Meteorology and Hydrology Service 
(SENHAMI)
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VENEZUELA: HEALTH AID
A shipment of 34 tons of medicines and 
medical supplies arrived in Venezuela 
on 31 July, according to Venezuelan Red 
Cross president Dr. Mario Villaroel. 
The shipment, provided by the Italian 
Red Cross with backing from the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and private 
donors, is part of IFRC’s US$50.4 
million emergency appeal that seeks 

to provide health services to 650,000 
people over 12 months.

The shipment contains anti-biotics, anti-
inflammatories and defibrillators, among 
other critical supplies sent to support 
health centers and the Venezuelan Red 
Cross’s health network.

34
TONS OF MEDICINE AND MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES SENT TO VENEZUELA TO 
SUPPORT RED CROSS ACTIVITIES

Sources: 
International Federation of the Red Cross
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