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5.6 m
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum  
(UNHCR, Oct 2019)

216,719
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016, (UNHCR, Oct 2019)

These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees.

Unconditional Resource Transfers Asset Creation and Livelihoods Malnutrition Prevention School Feeding

In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(December 2019 - May 2020)

Turkey: US$158.5 m

Lebanon: US$22.5 m

Iraq: US$4.2 m

Egypt: US$14.5 m

Jordan: US$56.3 m

Highlights
• 3.7 million Syrian refugees, non-Syrian 

refugees and host community assisted by 
WFP in October 2019.   

• US$ 5.7 billion injected into local 
economies through WFP’s cash-based 
transfers, local food procurement and 
other expenditures since 2012. 

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

US$
255.8
million



Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730; 
Fax: +202 2528 1735
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

WFP Response
In the context of the ‘One Refugee Policy’, WFP Egypt supported refugees from different nationalities through food assistance, 
livelihood trainings and nutrition support to pregnant and nursing women.  In Jordan, WFP launched the Integrated Context 
Analysis (ICA) platform together with the Jordanian government, partnering countries, UN agencies, and NGOs to bring 
together data from a wide range of organizations and institutions. The ICA will promote strong evidence-based programme 
design in resilience building, disaster risk reduction, and social protection. 

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Unconditional Resource Transfers 

Lebanon: Despite civil protests against the government that have intermittently disrupted financial services throughout 
Lebanon in October, the monthly cash assistance to refugees remained largely unaffected. The monthly cash transfer to 
refugee beneficiaries was loaded onto e-cards on 5 October, and 95 percent of this amount was withdrawn from ATMs or 
redeemed in shops before protests started.

Iraq: Following the beginning of Turkish military operations in north-eastern Syria in October, WFP has delivered food 
assistance to 13,000 newly arrived refugees in Bardarash and Gawilan camps that fled due to the offensive.

Egypt: WFP’s regular on-site monitoring of assisted refugees has shown that refugees are now able to purchase nutritious 
items that they previously could not afford (such as meat, flour, milk and other dairy products). This has in turn allowed them 
to dedicate their limited income to other demands without having to compromise on their essential needs.

Jordan: Initial findings from WFP’s Food Security Outcome Monitoring exercise that targeted 1,950 households, and which 
was completed in October, indicate stable food security for “extremely vulnerable” Syrian refugee households in camps and 
households in communities. The exercise targeted 1950 families. The final report will be published by the end of 2019.

School Feeding
Iraq: WFP’s school feeding activities are expected to start in November 2019 and will target 300,000 children in 1200 schools 
in 11 governorates across Iraq. WFP will provide technical support to the Ministry of Education for the establishment of 
a nutrition-sensitive and gender-transformative school feeding programme, promoting home-grown approaches where 
possible.

Turkey: WFP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Turkish employment agency ISKUR in October to allow 
participants who completed the culinary skills phase of the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV or ‘Kitchen of Hope’) training to proceed 
to the ‘on-the-job training’ component at a partner hotel, restaurant or café.

Asset Creation and Livelihoods
Egypt: A total of 910 women and men (refugees and host communities) received WFP training on entrepreneurship, English 
language skills and business management.

Situation Updates
Since the beginning of anti-government protest in Lebanon on 18 October, WFP has been closely monitoring the provision 
of banking services as well as market functionality and prices through its retail network to ensure assistance reaches 
beneficiaries.  

In Iraq, since countrywide protests began on 01 October, WFP is evaluating additional methods to provide assistance in a 
dynamic context, including ad-hoc food assistance delivery to people affected. Turkish military operations in north eastern 
Syria that began on 9 October have led to the displacement of 13,000 people from Syria to Duhok in Iraq.  

A graduation ceremony was held for nine young men and women who successfully 
completed a barista (coffee-making) training programme in Jordan part of a joint project 
by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and Dar Abu Abdallah (DAA). The 
training supports 200 youth in their transition to adulthood by giving them skills that will 
help them find jobs, gain confidence and become independent.   

“I feel so proud of myself. It’s my first step in my adult life,” said 19-year-old Sara.

Young baristas...

Dar Abu Abdallah (DAA) celebrating the graduation of the coffee 
making (Barista) training program.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

