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Highlights

• WFP started to extend its support to refugees 
of other nationalities in some of the countries 
responding to the regional Syria refugee crisis. 

• In Egypt, WFP targeted refugees of seven 
different nationalities to be assisted with 
e-vouchers as part of the “One Refugee Policy”, 
while in Jordan and Lebanon non-Syrian 
refugees received unrestricted cash assistance 
redeemable at ATMs, contracted shops or 
both, and cash transfers respectively. 

3.3 million Syrian refugees and 
host community members assisted 
in total in August 2019.

August 2019

27,945
people assisted

3.3 million 
people assisted
in August 2019
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These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis.
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Turkey*

Lebanon

Iraq

Egypt

Jordan

USD 303.0 m

USD 70.1 m

USD 34.0 m

USD 11.0 m

USD 3.9 m

Total Net Funding Requirements: 
(October 2019–March 2020) USD 422.0 m

*The significant level of support committed for the ESSN, the 
devaluation of the Turkish Lira and a decreasing camp population will 
allow WFP to avert any pipeline break in the next six months.



• Since the beginning of the year, there has been an increasing number of spontaneous returns to Syria, as verified by UNHCR. 
UNHCR is working with all parties to remove obstacles to return. WFP continues to work with UNHCR in the framework of the Syrian 
Refugee Returns Task Force and to monitor the situation of Syrian refugees returning to Syria.

• With the recent establishment of a ‘safe zone’ inside Syria along the Turkish border, some hosting countries including Turkey, might 
see the opportunity to resettle a portion of the displaced Syrians in-country. 

• As a result of camp decongestion started by the Turkish Directorate General of Migration Management (DGMM) in July, four camps 
were closed in August. Most of the camps residents opted for resettlement in nearby cities, thus benefiting from UNHCR one-off 
payments to resettling refugees.

Situation Updates

Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730; 
Fax: +202 2528 1735
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

Nesrin is from Syria, Sevgi from Turkey. They have different 
stories and different outlooks, but they share the same 
passion for cooking. This passion led them to WFP’s Kitchen 
of Hope initiative, which provides both Syrian refugees and 
Turkish people with cooking skills and work experience, while 
fostering mutual understanding and strengthening social 
cohesion.

“The relationship was a bit cold to begin with. We preferred 
to sit separately — we didn’t mingle,” Sevgi recalls. “But by 
the end of the training, this same person hugged us all. I’m 
very happy that I took part. Cooking together has changed 
things. Our attitudes to each other have changed”.

‘Kitchen of Hope’ - Turkey

Standing one on each side of the chef, Nesrin and Sevgi learn new cooking techniques during the 
Kitchen of Hope training. WFP/OzanToptas

WFP Response
WFP started to extend its support to refugees of other nationalities. In Egypt, WFP targeted refugees of seven different 
nationalities to be assisted with e-vouchers as part of the “One Refugee Policy”, while in Jordan and Lebanon non-Syrian 
refugees received unrestricted cash assistance redeemable at ATMs, contracted shops or both, and cash transfers respectively. 

Jordan: To increase vulnerable populations’ financial inclusion, WFP launched a mobile money pilot for Syrian refugees 
residing in host communities in Mafraq governorate. Information sessions on how the new modality will facilitate unrestricted 
cash assistance were organised together with the German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ) and payment 
service providers, with a focus on increasing the financial inclusion of women.

Iraq: Since July, WFP switched to Mobile Money Transfers (MMT) to assist Syrian refugees in Iraq. Due to banking restrictions 
that delayed MMT payments in July, distribution took place in August and implementation is now back on track. The affected 
people were informed via SMS and the UNOPS call-centre. 

Egypt: As parts of its Food Assistance for Assets Programme (FFA), WFP and its partners resumed food processing training 
courses in August, while through a new partnership with the Arab Academy for Science Technology, and Maritime Transportation 
in Alexandria, extended its vocational training courses in English language, business management and entrepreneurial skills 
to an additional 222 Syrian and Egyptian participants, benefitting a total of 1,350 people. 

Turkey: WFP and partners continued to implement the pilot phase of the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV or ‘Kitchen of Hope’) project 
with a second gastronomy vocational training course for Syrian refugees willing to develop their career in the hospitality and 
food service industry.

Jordan: WFP and the non-governmental organization Dar Abu Abdullah (DAA), a sister organisation of WFP’s partner Tkiyet 
Um Ahli (TUA), are piloting a graduation model to provide young vulnerable Jordanians aged 18 -30 with vocational training in 
the food production and hospitality sectors and promote sustainable economic empowerment opportunities after TUA’s food 
assistance will be phased out upon completion of the pilot project.

Lebanon: Launched in July, a new cycle of projects for 2019-2020 began for the construction and rehabilitation of agriculture 
infrastructure, targeting 2,000 participnats. New forestry activities to plant half a million tree seedlings will start as partners 
agreements are finalized, with the aim to plant 500,000 native seedlings and engaging 7,000 participants.

Cash Assistance

Food Assistance for Assets

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

