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* WFP regional Level 2 emergency since 21 March 2019. It covers WFP operations  

targeting Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, excluding Egypt and Iraq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

5.6 million registered Syrian refugees in 

neighbouring countries 

7,889 self-organized refugee returns to Syria in 

2019 

USD 4.96 billion injected into local economies of 

Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey through 

WFP’s cash-based transfers, local food 

procurement, and other expenditures since 2012 

Regional Refugee and 

Resilience Plan (3RP)  

2019/2020* 

Overall:  

USD 5.5 billion 

WFP Net Funding Requirements  
(April–September 2019) 

Regional USD 603.3 million 

Egypt 6.4 million 

Iraq 7.5 million 

Jordan 81.3 million 

Lebanon 68.2 million 

Turkey 294.4 million 

51% 49% 

WFP Syria Regional  
Situation Report #03 

March 2019 

Month YYYY    

 

 

 

 

3.4 million Syrian refugees and 

host community members 

assisted  

March 2019 

Highlights 
• In March, WFP reached approximately 3.4 million 

refugees from Syria and host community members 

across Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey 

through various food assistance programmes (in-kind 

and cash).  

• A record USD 7 billion was pledged for this year at the 

third “Supporting the future of Syria and the region” 

conference in Brussels (12-14 March 2019). WFP 

urgently needs USD 603.3 million to ensure continued 

support to the people affected by the crisis over the 

next six months from April until September 2019. 

Situation Updates 
Regional 

• As of March 2019, there are more than 5.6 million 

refugees from Syria in the neighbouring countries of 

Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey. Since the 

beginning of the year, there were 7,889 self-organized 

refugee returns, as verified by UNHCR through 

interviews at UNHCR reception centres and based on 

governments’ departure lists. 

• During the Brussels Conference III on 12–14 March, co-

hosted by the European Union and the United Nations 

in Brussels, 40 donors pledged some USD 7 billion 

towards the Syria Humanitarian Response Plan and the 

Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan for neighbouring 

countries. Coordinated by UN humanitarian and 

development agencies, the plan aims to reach 11.7 

million people in need inside Syria, 5.6 million refugees 

in neighbouring countries, and 3.9 million vulnerable 

members of communities hosting refugees. 

Egypt 

• Annual inflation rates started picking up in January-

February 2019. This resulted, among the others, in an 

increase in the cost of the minimum expenditure food 

basket for Syrian refugees in Egypt. 

Iraq 

• Heavy seasonal rains in late March affected several 

governorates, causing the temporary evacuation of 

affected populations, damaged infrastructure and 

flooded agricultural areas. So far there has been no 

effect on WFP operations.  

 
Photo: Jordanians and Syrians are provided with seasonal economic opportunities focusing on forestry rehabilitation and development in 
Jordan. ©WFP/ Joan Sherko 
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WFP Response  

Food and Nutrition Assistance 

Egypt 

• WFP Egypt supported a total of 82,300 refugees from 

Syria and host community members with cash-based 

transfers (CBTs) through general food assistance (GFA), 

nutrition support to pregnant and lactating women 

(PLW), and resilience activities. Beneficiaries of GFA and 

PLW support received EGP 400 (USD 22) each, with 

those involved in livelihood activities receiving 

household assistance of EGP 2,000. 

• A delegation from the Global Affairs Canada and the 

Canadian Ambassador to Egypt visited a WFP-assisted 

public primary school attended by Syrian and Egyptian 

children in Alexandria. The field visit highlighted results 

achieved under the Canadian-funded four-year project 

‘School Feeding for Syrian Refugees and Host 

Community Children’. The visited school is among 570 

schools supported through this project through school 

feeding, physical rehabilitation, teachers’ training, and 

awareness- raising activities for Syrian and Egyptian 

mothers.  

Iraq 

• WFP Iraq supported 32,561 Syrian refugees in camps 

located in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) with CBT 

through GFA and resilience activities. The transfer value 

for GFA amounts to IQD 22,000 (USD 19) per month, and 

it is disbursed through electronic vouchers or 

unrestricted cash transfers using WFP’s SCOPE platform. 

• WFP-led Logistic Cluster (LC) closed down its official 

activities in Iraq, after completing its Exit Strategy and 

handing over to the former cooperating partners Mercy 

Hands, the Logistics Sector working group and 

government partners. A member of the team will 

continue to manage cross-border operations with Syria 

until 30 June 2019. The Emergency Telecommunications 

Cluster (ETC) also concluded its phase-out from Iraq on 

31 March 2019, handing over to the United Nations 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), and the United 

Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS).  

Jordan 

• WFP Jordan supported a total of 879,996 Syrian refugees 

and vulnerable Jordanians with in-kind food and CBT 

through GFA, school feeding, and asset-creation 

activities. Through WFP’s tiered approach, the extremely 

vulnerable Syrian refugees in host communities were 

assisted through e-cards with a value of JOD 23 (USD 

32), while vulnerable refugees received e-cards with a 

value of JOD 15 (USD 21). 

• WFP and the Ministry of Agriculture launched a project 

to enhance the food security of the most vulnerable 

Jordanian families. The project aims at creating 800 

training opportunities in the agricultural sector through 

activities that focus on forestry, rangeland 

improvement, maintenance of water infrastructures and 

water harvesting, as well as the introduction of water 

conservation techniques such as hydroponics. Activities 

are planned to start in April and will continue until the 

end of 2019. 

• Building on the strong partnership with the Government 

of Jordan, WFP and the National Aid Fund (NAF) signed 

an agreement for the collaboration over the expansion 

of the NAF’s cash assistance programme. Under the 

three-year partnership and building on its experience in 

digitizing cash delivery systems through innovative 

technologies, WFP will support the Government’s plan to 

expand the social protection coverage for vulnerable 

Jordanians.  

Lebanon 

• WFP Lebanon assisted a total of 733,682 Syrian and 

Palestinian refugees from Syria, as well as vulnerable 

Lebanese with CBT through GFA, school feeding, asset-

creation and training activities. WFP continued to 

implement multiple delivery mechanisms such as food-

restricted e-cards, cash-for-food e-cards, and multi-

purpose cash for basic needs. 

• In an effort to increase beneficiaries’ purchasing power, 

WFP-contracted shops offer a 30 percent price discount 

to WFP beneficiaries, which add up to the promotions 

already available on the Dalili app, WFP’s innovative 

smartphone application which provides up-to-date 

information on food prices and fosters competition 

among shops.  In addition, the pilot phase of the loyalty 

programme for WFP-contracted shops concluded with 

success in March – 65 of 181 e-cards were used and 41 

e-card holders redeemed points accrued, giving them 

right to 2.5 percent of extra purchases. For one day, two 

shops had a double point promotion: those spending 

LBP 100,000 received 200points, corresponding to LBP 

5,000 of free food. The loyalty programme will be 

reviewed in April. 

Turkey  

• WFP, in partnership with the Turkish Red Crescent 

(TRC/Kızılay) and the Turkish Government, continued to 

deliver aid through the Emergency Social Safety Net 

(ESSN), the world’s largest humanitarian multi-purpose 

cash programme, thanks to the funding from the 

European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Assistance 

Operations (ECHO).  

• The ESSN reached 1.6 million vulnerable refugees across 

Turkey in March, providing each person with TRY 120 

(USD 22.6) to help cover their essential needs. An extra 

top-up assistance of TRY 600 (USD 113) was provided to 

6,873 people living with severe disability. The closure of 

various camps and the enrolment of their former 

inhabitants into the ESSN, together with the launch of 

the Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation (SASF) 

allowance, led to an increase in the number of ESSN 

beneficiaries in March.  

• For in-camp assistance, WFP assisted 90,310 

beneficiaries in six camps across the southeast of 
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Turkey, who received a monthly e-voucher worth TRY 50 

(USD 9.4) per person to buy food in participating shops. 

The Turkish Government provides an additional TRY 50 

on a separate card for food and non-food items. 
 

• WFP held interviews to select the participants for the 

Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV) (Turkish: Kitchen of Hope) 

training to be held in Apri, following the partnership 

with TRC and the World Academy for Local Government 

and Democracy (WALD) to pilot the eight-month Cash-

For-Training programme funded by the Republic of 

Korea was launched in February. The pilot aims at 

developing skills in the hospitality and food service 

industry for 120 Syrian beneficiaries and Turkish citizens 

in Ankara and Istanbul. 

 

Resourcing Update 

• With the current levels of confirmed resources, WFP 

needs a total of USD 603.3 million to ensure continued 

lifeline support in the next six months from April until 

September 2019. 

 

 

 

Contacts  

• WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 

Tel.: +202 2528 1730; Fax: +202 2528 1735 

 

• Nicolas Oberlin, Deputy Regional Director 

nicolas.oberlin@wfp.org 

 

• Yoko Honda, Regional OIM and PR Officer 

yoko.honda@wfp.org 

  

 

* Funding overview as at 12 April 2019; Pertains to the Syrian refugee response only 

** No immediate shortfalls are foreseen under the implementation plan.  

 

WFP Operation 

  

2019 Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Net Funding Requirements 

(in USD) 

(April–September 2019)* 

People Assisted  

(March 2019) 
Activities Modality 

Regional 1.54 billion 603.3 million 3,398,887     

Egypt 28.5 m 6.4 m 82,302 

General Food 

Assistance  

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets 

  

Nutrition Support 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Iraq 6.4 m 7.5 m 32,561 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Training 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Jordan 265.3 m 81.3 m 879,996 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets 

  

School Feeding 

In-kind Food 

  

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Lebanon 312.5 m 68.2 m 733,682 

General Food 

Assistance 

  

Food Assistance 

for Assets/Training 

  

School Feeding 

In-kind Food 

  

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

Turkey 935.3 m 294.4 m**  1,670,346   
General Food 

Assistance 

Cash-Based 

Transfers 

mailto:nicolas.oberlin@wfp.org

