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The overall scale and complexity of humanitarian needs of people in 
Syria remain staggering in their magnitude and severity.

Amidst an intensification of hostilities in multiple locations notably 
Idleb, Afrin, East Ghouta, southern Damascus, northern rural 
Homs and parts of northeast Syria, the first five months of 2018 
witnessed more than one million population movements as civilians 
sought to escape hostilities. At the same time, some 6.2 million 
people remained in protracted displacement. Against the backdrop 
of relative stability in certain areas of the country, some 760,000 
people spontaneously returned to their communities of origin, the 
majority of whom were IDPs.

By the end of May 2018, some 13 million people were estimated to 
be in need of humanitarian assistance, including 5.2 million people 
in acute need. As in the previous seven years, violence, insecurity 
and shifting frontlines remained the principal driver of civilian 
displacement, resulting in acute and protracted humanitarian needs. 
The needs of 1.5 million people in UN-declared hard-to-reach areas 
remained particularly severe.

The ability of humanitarian partners to reach millions of people 
in need continued to be hampered by intense hostilities, shifts in 
control, disruption of key access routes, extensive explosive hazard  
contamination, administrative impediments, deliberate restrictions 

and funding shortages. With many UN-declared besieged and 
contested areas coming under Government of Syria (GoS) control, 
sieges are no longer expected to remain a defining feature of the crisis. 
However, humanitarian access to areas that have witnessed changes in 
control continues to be constrained. This prevents a timely response 
to humanitarian needs that for the most part remain acute following 
the burden of living under siege for a protracted period. In these areas, 
a number of service providers and humanitarian workers have either 
been unable to continue supporting people in need or have fled these 
areas over concerns for their safety, noting that only limited assistance 
has been provided by SARC and some UN local partners.

Looking ahead, humanitarian partners are extremely concerned 
by the catastrophic humanitarian implications for civilians of the 
potential for a full-scale military operation in northwest Syria. These 
concerns are exacerbated by the high population density in the 
northwest, combined with the likely absence of options available for 
these people to seek refuge and security in other areas. The evolving 
situation in northeast Syria is of further concern given large rates of 
return in unsafe conditions considering high levels of contamination. 
Humanitarian actors continue to also monitor developments in 
Afrin with concern regarding humanitarian needs and freedom of 
movement limitations.

SUMMARY

13 million¹ people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance

1.2 million population movements 
recorded between Jan-Jun 2018

5.4 million people reached with 
some form of humanitarian assistance

on average per month

5.2 million² people are in acute need 
of humanitarian assistance

760,7004 Syrians have 
spontaneously returned between Jan-May 

2018, including over 10,000 refugees 
returning to Syria

4,159 communities reached at 
least once with some form of humanitarian 

assistance

1.5 million3 people in need are in 
UN-declared hard-to-reach areas

6.2million people are internally 
displaced in Syria (protracted)

1,4105 communities were not reached 
with inter-sector humanitarian assistance, 77% of 

which are in UN-declared hard-to-reach areas

1.  Under the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), informed by multiple sector assessments and a comprehensive multi-sector needs assessment, some 13.1 million people were considered to be in 
need in Syria. Following a mid-year update of needs analysis, the number of people in need was revised downwards to 13 million as of June 2018. The remainder of this document will reference the revised PiN 
of 13 million when referring to people in need in Syria.
2. Under the 2018 HNO, some 5.6 million people were considered to be in acute need in Syria. Following a mid-year review of the HNO, the number of people in acute need was revised downwards to 5.2 
million as of June 2018. The remainder of this document will reference the revised acute PiN of 5.2 million when referring to people in acute need in Syria.
3. As of 30 June 2018 access classification.
4. Spontaneous IDP returns are the estimated IDP returnees to their community of origin as estimated by available tracking mechanisms. Spontaneous IDP returns are not monitored or organized, and do not 
imply that a durable solution was achieved.
5. Analysis based on data between January-April 2018.



OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT
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Source: OCHA – based on inter-sector PIN data, refugees source: http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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The boundaries shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement  or acceptance by the United Nations.
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INTER-SECTOR SEVERITY CATEGORIZATION (JUNE 2018 UPDATE)

PEOPLE IN NEED REACHED/NOT REACHED BY SEVERITY (AVERAGE JAN-MAY 2018)

 16,254 

 854,640 

 6,710,179 

 3,436,832 

 910,979 

 1,241,333 

67%

60%
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22%
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33%

40%
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78%
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People in 
need reached

People in 
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Access constraints remained a significant impediment to reaching more people in need in high severity areas. The above chart reflects inter-sector reach against inter-sector severity analysis. Sector reach against 
sector specific severity analysis reflect a higher degree of efficiency in reaching people in need in areas of higher severity of need.



Save Lives
Provide life-saving humanitarian 

assistance to the most vulnerable people 
with emphasis on those in areas with a 
high severity of needs

1 2 3Enhance Protection
Enhance the prevention and 

mitigation of protection risks, and respond 
to protection needs through supporting 
the protective environment in Syria, by 
promoting international law, IHL, IHRL 
and through quality, principled assistance

 Increase resilience 
and access to services

Increase the resilience of affected 
communities by improving access to 
livelihood opportunities and basic 
services, especially amongst the most 
vulnerable households and communities

HUMANITARIAN DELIVERIES IN 2018 BY RESPONSE MODALITY

RESPONSE ANALYSIS
Humanitarian partners provided some form of humanitarian 
assistance to a monthly average of 5.4 million people from 
January to May 2018. Of these, 1.8 million people (33 per 
cent) were reached in areas of high severity of need. Partners 
were generally able to maintain basic service delivery with a 
monthly average of 3.5 million service delivery interventions 
conducted during the reporting period. 3.3 million protection 
interventions were provided to persons in need from January 
to May 2018 in 89 per cent of sub-districts in Syria. Early 
recovery and livelihood interventions were implemented in 
63 sub-districts across Syria, reaching 2.2 million  people. This 
scale of reach was possible through a combination of regular 
programming, cross-line and cross-border response modalities.

Significant efforts were undertaken to identify and reach 
those most in need, particularly people living in UN-declared 
hard-to-reach areas, IDPs and host communities, and people 
living in areas most severely impacted by hostilities. Despite 
considerable access challenges, sectors continue to prioritize 
assistance to high severity of needs areas.

However, significant gaps in the response remained due to 
access constraints as well as funding and operational capacity 
limitations. Due to insecurity and bureaucratic impediments, 
only 13 per cent of people targeted in UN-declared besieged 
and hard-to-reach areas were reached with humanitarian 
assistance. Only 11 convoys were able to deliver assistance 
from January to June 2018.
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41%

0.5%

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY

55.1%

37.3%

7.6%

52.7%

45%

2.3%

61.9%

37.7%

0.4%

Regular programme

Cross-border

Cross-line

Monthly average reach/interventions by response modality

42 % of reported assistance

from cross-border

58% of reported assistance
from within Syria

55% Regular programme Cross-line3% 47% Regular programme Cross-line2%

51% of reported
interventions from cross-border

*49% of reported interventions
from within Syria

* Interventions include Health and Protection interventions only. 61 per cent of the Protection sector's 
   interventions were from within Syria, 39 per cent from cross-border.



HIGHLIGHT OF
ACHIEVEMENTS JAN-JUN 2018

3.3M protection 
interventions were provided 
in 1,506 communities 
across 242 sub-districts 
through one or more of 
the prevention and risk 
mitigation, response or 
capacity building activities.⁶

77 per cent of interventions 
were provided in high 
severity of needs 
(4-6) sub-districts.

Over 2.2M people 
benefited from access 
to humanitarian WASH 
supplies and services.

Over 193,000 girls and 
boys under five received 
lipid- based nutrient 
supplements or high-energy 
biscuits, while almost 
700,000 girls and boys 
under five and pregnant and 
lactating women (PLWs) 
received micronutrient 
supplementation.

556,000 people received 
emergency shelter support.

1M people received 
emergency non food items.

Over 460,000 IDPs living 
in 310 IDP sites including 
planned camps, informal 
settlements, transit/reception 
centres and collective centres 
in two governorates were 
reached with humanitarian 
life-saving multi-sectoral 
assistance.

Almost 1.6M children and 
youth were reached through 
formal and non-formal 
education services.

Almost 5,350 additional 
classrooms were rehabilitated 
or established.

An average of 4.7M 
people benefited from food 
assistance on monthly basis, 
while some 700,000 
people received one-off 
emergency food assistance.

Over 1M people benefitted 
from agriculture and 
livelihoods support and 
an estimated 738,900 
people benefitted from 
rehabilitation of small 
irrigation structure and 
provision of services. 

6.1M treatment courses 
were distributed.

10.1M medical 
procedures were carried out.

169,000 children were 
vaccinated with DPT3.

PROTECTION

WASH

NUTRITION

SHELTER/NFI

CCCM

EDUCATION

FOOD SECURITY

HEALTH

5.5 million people in need were reached on average every month with some form 
of humanitarian assistance. Of these, 1.9 million people in need were reached on 
average every month in areas of high severity of need.

488,200 people in need were reached on average on a monthly basis with some form 
of humanitarian assistance in UN-declared besieged and hard-to-reach areas.

6.  This includes 2 million protection interventions from the Syria hub, 932, 600 from the Turkey hub, 85,100 from the Jordan hub and 243,200 from northeast Syria.



Reached

EARLY RECOVERY &
LIVELIHOODS

EDUCATION

FOOD SECURITY:
FOOD ASSISTANCE

NFI

NUTRITION

SHELTER

WASH9

HEALTH
MEDICAL PROCEDURES

PROTECTION:
INTERVENTIONS8

Sector % Reach7

against HRP target
%Reach
against PiN
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n/a
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90%

33%
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100%
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35%

37%

38%
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39%

39%

41%

27%

n/a

n/a

17%

22%

26%

72%

35%

22%

13%

28%

39%

6%

3%

11%

PiN
(2018 HNO)

FOOD SECURITY:
LIVELIHOODS/AGRICULTURE

CCCM
(IDPs TRACKED)

PROTECTION: GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE AOR

PROTECTION:
CHILD PROTECTION AOR

PROTECTION:
HUMANITARIAN MINE 
ACTION AOR

Total
Non
HRP

Response
Interventions HRPUnspecified

KEY GAPS

7. Reach against HRP target: for the purpose of the 2018 mid-year Humanitarian Response Plan Monitoring Report, the percentage reach against HRP target is calculated based on the original sector HRP targets.
8. The protection sector PIN is calculated by taking the highest PIN of all sectors at sub-district level and adding them up to obtain a national level PIN. The sector PIN is therefore inclusive of the three AoRs' PIN.  To note, 
considering PiN across AoRs have substantial overlap, the sector PiN is not a direct sum. The Protection sector's overall reach figures represent the total number of distinct protection interventions conducted through 
the sector's prevention, response and capacity building activities. It includes achievements from child protection (CP), gender-based violence (GBV) and humanitarian mine action areas of responsibilities (AoRs) and is 
calculated as the total of all indicators in the HRP
9. The WASH sector's acute PiN (7.6 million) is used as reference for people in need of emergency WASH facilities and services, that are displaced or besieged. The WASH reach presented in this infographic (2.9 million) 
amounts to the number of people with improved access to lifesaving emergency WASH facilities and services. The overall PiN of the WASH sector is 14.9 million, with an estimated reach of almost 13.9 million during the 
reporting period (people who benefit from support to operation and maintenance of water facilities).

Approximately 
78% of people 
living in areas facing 

catastrophic and critical needs were 
not reached each month.

Unilateral coercive 
measures continue 
to negatively impact 
health, water, and 
other basic services.

�e departure from Syria of many professional workers, 
particularly in the Health and Education 
sectors, continues to undermine public 
health and education services, as well as 

e�orts of humanitarian partners to deliver on their targets.

An insu�cient presence of partners 
with capacity in specialized protection 
services (case management, legal aid, 
etc.) has constrained the response in 
several areas. Interventions have also 
su�ered from the limited availability of 
specialized pro�les in speci�c �elds of 
the protection response.

�e limited absorption capacity in heavily 
populated IDP sites has hampered the 
ability of humanitarian partners to 
provide shelter, protection and basic 
services to new IDP arrivals.

CUMULATIVE REACH/INTERVENTIONS BY SECTOR (JAN - MAY 2018)



KEY CHALLENGES

ACCESS
Denial of authorization to operate and 
delays in providing facilitation letters, as 
well as limitations on the quantity and 
quality of supplies delivered, has severely 
hampered the humanitarian response 
from within Syria to UN-declared 
besieged and hard-to-reach areas. In 
areas recently coming under Government 
control, humanitarian partners faced 
difficulties in undertaking timely and 
quality assessments and providing 
critical humanitarian assistance and basic 
services due to access constraints.

High intensity hostilities and explosive 
hazard contamination continue to present 
a significant obstacle to humanitarian 
access, putting humanitarian staff and 
other service providers at risk.

Border closures and/or restrictions on the 
shipment of supplies from neighbouring 
countries presents a periodic challenge 
to the cross-border response, while 
challenges in obtaining registrations 
or work permits from neighbouring 
countries have in some cases contributing 
to a deterioration in programme quality 
or the suspension programmes altogether.

In contested areas, humanitarian partners 
were faced with challenges in carrying out 
and monitoring effective programming in 
line with humanitarian principles due to 
interference by NSAGs.

Interference in the humanitarian 
response, including the detention of 
humanitarian staff and the occupation of 
humanitarian warehouses or compounds 
continue to undermine the response.

Administrative requirements and 
timeframes for approval of programmes 
and interventions frequently affected the 
ability to reach populations in need in an 
effective and timely manner.

OPERATIONAL CAPACITY
Constraints on staff movements have 
limited capacity-building support 
to Syrian local staff and partners, 
undermining progress towards an increase 
in quality service provision.

Targeted attacks on humanitarian 
personnel and assets, including schools 
and health facilities, continued to 
affect the ability of partners to provide 
humanitarian assistance.

The difficulties faced by Syrian NGOs 
across response modalities in accessing 
direct funding has limited their ability 
to scale-up assistance and contributed 
to gaps in the response, particularly 
where there is limited presence of 
international partners.

New regulations by the Government of 
Syria with regards to NGOs are limiting 
their operational space and hindering the 
implementation of programmes.

Limited capacity in areas including 
cash-based programming, resilience 
and early recovery, shelter rehabilitation 
and protection constitutes an obstacle to 
scaling up and diversifying services across 
Syria through quality programming.

FUNDING
Only 37.5 per cent of the (draft) 2018 HRP 
is funded10. Insufficient funding has been 
for some sectors the main impediment to 
scaling up the humanitarian response in 
areas that witnessed increased hostilities, 
displacement or changes in control 
affecting the continuity of response. A 
lack of longer term predicable funding 
has hindered the ability of humanitarian 
partners to capitalize on past investments.

Additional funding towards the draft HRP 
is required to ensure the humanitarian 
community can respond to humanitarian 
needs in country.

Considering the unpredictable and volatile 
environment in Syria, flexible and timely 
funding that is not earmarked to specific 
areas is required for sectors to adequately 
prepare and respond to critical needs that 
result from escalations in hostilities or 
rapid onset displacement.

10. Data provided by the Financial Tracking System (FTS): https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/629/summary (7 August 2018)



FUNDING REQUIREMENTS AND % OF FUNDING PER SECTOR (AS OF 7 AUGUST 2018) 

OCHA manages the Financial Tracking Service (FTS) which records all humanitarian contributions, (cash, in-kind, multilateral and bilateral) to emergencies. FTS reflects funding flows received against the HRP as 
reported by donors and/or partners. In some cases funding received is under-reported. Please report your contributions to fts@un.org or through the on-line contribution report form at http://fts.unocha.org

UnmetFunding reported on FTS as of 7 August 2018
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EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS

LOGISTICS

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT

COORDINATION AND COMMON SERVICES

NUTRITION

EARLY RECOVERY & LIVELIHOODS

WASH

EDUCATION

PROTECTION & COMMUNITY SERVICES

HEALTH

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFI)

FOOD SECURITY & AGRICULTURE

37.5%
FUNDED

OVERALL FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS
(as of August 2018)

US$ 3.36
BILLION

UNMET REQUIREMENTS US$ 2.1 BILLION

TOTAL
PLEDGES

US$ 3.5
MILLION

US$ 1.26
BILLION

FUNDING
RECEIVED

Kristele Younes, Head of OCHA Syria 
younes4@un.org

Sarah Muscroft, Head of OCHA Jordan 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
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Ivo Freijsen, Head of OCHA Regional Office 
for the Syria Crisis 
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For more information, please visit: 
www.unocha.org/syria 
www.reliefweb.int


